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AMPUTEE TOLD 
TO QUIT CENTRE 


HOUSING 

More than 200 new 
homes win approval 

MORE than 200 homes will be built on a 
derelict industrial estate after plans to ren¬ 
ovate the area were backed by councillors. 

Empty warehouses will be bulldozed 
at the Excelsior Industrial Estate, off 
Cakemore Road, Rowley Regis, and 
homes built in their place. 

Up to 209 homes will be created at the 
8.7 hectare site, which is less than 100 
yards from Rowley Regis train station, 
after members of Dudley Council’s plan¬ 
ning committee unanimously backed the 
proposals. More than 56,000 sq ft of new 
business space will also be created. 


Report by David Banner 


A TRIPLE amputee was told 
to leave a trampolining centre 
in case she injured others. 

Ellie Bishop - who is an award win¬ 
ning trampolinist - felt humiliated 
when she was asked to leave Flip Out 
in Oldbury, which has been open for 
just a few weeks, after the manager 
told her she could not be ‘in control’. 

Centre bosses have since apologised to the 
teenager. 

The 16-year-old from Rowley Regis lost both 
her legs, her right arm and three fingers on her 
left hand after contracting meningitis when she 
was just five years old. 

But determined Ellie fought on and returned 

r 



Ellie Bishop 


trampolining and even 
went on to win awards. 

She says she was 
‘completely embar¬ 
rassed’ after being 
forced to leave the 
trampolining centre. 

Ellie, who has just 
started college, said: 
“I felt discriminated 
against. The manager 
was shouting at me in 
front of everyone, say¬ 


ing that if I have no feet, I cannot bounce.” 

Ellie had even signed a waiver before getting 
on the trampoline, accepting any responsibility 
for injuries she might sustain. But she was told 
she was ‘likely to injure herself or others’ as she 
couldn’t be ‘in control’ and was asked to leave 
after she’d already been there for an hour. Ellie 
and her friends left but only Ellie was given her 
£10 back. 

Ellie said: “The company should have said if 
they had an issue with me being an amputee. 
They did it after I’d already been there an hour 
and said it in front of loads of customers.” 

Elbe’s mother, Karen Dunnaway, contacted 
Flip Out who then offered refunds for the en¬ 
tire party. 

Izzy Hussein, of Flip Out, said: “We’d like to 
apologise to Ellie as Flip Out prides itself on 
being inclusive and offering activities which 
everyone can enjoy. All customers can be as¬ 
sured that safety is our number one priority 
and we strive to ensure that everyone who vis¬ 
its can enjoy all of the activities in a safe envi¬ 
ronment. 

“The day of Elbe’s visit was particularly 
busy, due to an opening promotion. The man¬ 
ager was concerned that Elbe was in the ex¬ 
treme free running area, which is for advanced 
users, and identified the potential for her and 
other customers to be injured. We’d like to offer 
complimentary sessions to Elbe and her family 
and very much hope she will visit us again at 
Flip Out Sand web.” 


FUNDRAISER TO HELP BOY WALK ON HIS OWN 


rp | 

fOiJ fitT" r 



Fire crew commander Dominic Rose and Jim and Isabelle Southall enjoy the fundraising event at Haden Cross Fire Station 


A MOTHER has paid tribute to the firefight¬ 
ers who organised an open day which raised 
more than £1,000 towards a life-changing op¬ 
eration for her son. 

James Hughes, aged six, has cerebral palsy 
and spastic diplegia which means he needs 
help walking. 

The Blackheath Primary School pupil’s 
family have so far raised £18,000 towards an 
operation which will cost around £40,000. 

Firefighters from Haden Cross Fire Station 
organised an open day to further boost the 
fundraising total. 


Watch Commander Temple Jones said: 
“It really web and there was a good turnout 
even though the weather wasn’t great - it was 
raining all day. 

“We raised £730 on the day but will have 
more than that as a member of the public 
has come forward to say he will match half 
of whatever we have raised - so that takes it 
over £1,000.” 

James’s mother Cheryl, 35, thanked the 
firefighters for their support. She said: “It was 
a really good event - the firefighters’ demon¬ 
strations were fantastic. It was brilliant. 


“We need all the help we can get with the 
fundraising and we still need to raise quite a 
lot of money. The day was great and James 
really enjoyed it, he had a great time, bless 
him.” 

The operation, a selective dorsal rhizotomy 
will reduce the spasticity in James’s muscles, 
giving him more mobility. The operation 
could allow him to walk without the aid of his 
frame. 

To help visit campaign.justgiving.com/char 
ity/just4children/jamessdream or just4chil 
dren.org/children-helped-2016/jamess-dream 


POLICE 

Man arrested over 
alleged hit-and-run 

A MAN has been arrested over a sus¬ 
pected hit-and-run that left two women 
and two young children injured. 

The 27-year-old was arrested in 
Stourbridge in the early hours of Mon¬ 
day on suspicion of assault. 

Two three-year-old children and two 
adults were injured when they were hit 
close to Hob Green Primary School in 
Hob Green Road, Wollescote. 

The youngsters - a boy and a girl - 
and the two women were not seriously 
hurt in last Monday morning’s incident 


SPORT 

£20k fund boost for 
football club’s base 

A STATE-OF-THE-ART pavilion will be cre¬ 
ated on a village playing fields after a foot¬ 
ball club was awarded more than £20,000 
in funding. 

The cash will allow West Hagley Foot¬ 
ball Club to create the facility aimed at en¬ 
couraging more boys and girls to take up 
soccer. 

The club will receive £21,500 after a 
funding bid to the Veolia Environmental 
Trust was successful. 

Bosses have been aiming to to replace 
run-down changing rooms on the Hagley 
Playing Fields for years. The new funding 
means the project can now be completed. 


INSIDE 


RESTORED TO 
ORIGINAL GLORY 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Court site apartments set to go ahead 


AROUND 30 apartments on the former site of 
Halesowen Magistrates Court look poised for ap¬ 
proval - three years after the building was demol¬ 
ished. 

Ruskin Properties is on the verge of winning 
approval for a three-storey housing block on the 
site of the old magistrates court, which stood at the 
junction of Queensway and Laurel Lane. 

A total of 30 two-bedroom flats with 42 parking 
spaces have been recommended for approval after 
fears over coal mine workings in the area were 
overcome. 

Developers have promised a ‘stylish, modern 
development’ to replace the 1970s court building, 


which was demolished in 2013. Halesowen Magis¬ 
trates Court closed in 2011 with the loss of around 
70 jobs after being among several court buildings 
across the Midlands which were axed as part of 
Government cuts. 

The plans were lodged with Dudley Council in 
February, with plans set to get the rubber stamp 
of approval in the coming weeks. 

Halesowen Councillor Hilary Bills said: “It is 
good to see the land finally being put to some use 
and this moving forward. It will be great to have 
people living so close to the town centre as it will 
get them into our shops too.” 

A statement with the plans states: “The pro¬ 


posed development would make a positive contri¬ 
bution to local character and the distinctiveness 
of the area. The proposals would result in a high 
quality residential development. 

“The provision of contemporary design is con¬ 
sidered appropriate in that the opposite side of 
Queensway is dominated by modern buildings, as 
is the adjoining police station.” 

The plans had been thrown into doubt in April 
after the Coal Authority raised an objection over 
potential hazards there. But the authority later 
withdraw its objection to the development follow¬ 
ing a satisfactory inspection . 

Six objections were received from residents. 



Ambitious plans for 
jobs, shops and flats 


A BLACK Country area looks set 
to be transformed under ambi¬ 
tious new plans involving shops 
and homes. 

The potential scheme, which is sub¬ 
ject to planning permission, could see 
new business, retail and residential 
space at 116-128 Colley Gate, Cradley. 

It was to be discussed when Dudley 
Council cabinet met last night (Wednes¬ 
day). 

Council bosses told of how they have 
been working with members of the com¬ 
munity to draw up plans for the area, with 
a potential developer earmarked to lead the 
scheme. 

The firm involved will seek cabinet ap¬ 
proval to further develop the plans that 
will see a new ‘high-quality development’ 
replace the existing redundant buildings 
that have fallen into disrepair. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for planning and regeneration, 
hailed it as an ‘incredibly positive step.’ 

Challenging 

He said: “This has been a challenging 
scheme for the council to bring together 
but we have persevered, because we know 
the impact that these buildings were hav¬ 
ing on the local environment and local com¬ 
munities. We are pleased that we have now 
taken another step forward in this project, 
which will bring new investment and jobs 
into the area.” 

In 2011 outline planning consent was ap¬ 
proved for six retail units including a con¬ 
venience store and 14 flats above, with car 
parking. However, plans stalled when the 
applicant failed and other owners failed to 
move forward. 

Councillor Ahmed added: “The negotia¬ 
tion has been going on for some time, now 
we finally have an opportunity to facilitate 
it and find the best way forward. It is an 
area I have been concerned about and its 
important that the area is improved. 

“At present we are looking for a mix 
of retail and housing to go on the site, as 
clearly this is a shortage of housing in the 
area, too. 

“But ultimately we are open to any plans 
of development that may be submitted. 
This is an incredibly positive step.” 

A viable development scheme is being 
finalised and necessary approvals obtained. 


Springboard to success for Kristian 


Star student - Olympian Kristian Thomas at the Walsall campus of the University of Wolverhampton 


OLYMPIC medal-winning Black 
Country gymnast Kristian Thomas 
has launched a new stage in his ca¬ 
reer - as he starts a degree at the 
University of Wolverhampton’s 
Walsall campus. 

The 27-year-old, who won bronze 
in London 2012 and came seventh 
in the floor final at Rio, will be turn¬ 
ing his thoughts to academia when 
he begins a BSc (Hons) Strength 
and Conditioning course. 

Kristian, who trains with Earls 
Gymnastics club in Halesowen, 


will start at the Institute of Sport 
this month. 

The Wolverhampton sportsman, 
who now lives near Cannock, has 
been awarded a scholarship by the 
University to support his sporting 
career. 

He will use the support to assist 
with attending domestic and inter¬ 
national competitions and sports 
equipment. After a short break, 
Kristian plans to continue with his 
competitive gymnastic career. 

He said: “I’m going to be be 


starting at the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton at the end of this 
month over the next three years. 
It’s an exciting time, something 
new and different but the support 
I’ve had from the uni is second to 
none. 

“Doing strength and condi¬ 
tioning is a career path I’ve been 
looking into for some time. I work 
with the coaches on a daily basis 
whether its injury rehab or condi¬ 
tioning programmes so its some¬ 
thing I want to be involved with.” 


Rat droppings 
and mould - 
restaurant 
gets £7k fine 

THE owners of an Indian restaurant 
have been handed a court bill of more 
than £7,000 after an inspection uncov¬ 
ered mouldy walls and rat droppings 
under a sink. 

Dudley Council took action after an 
inspection in August 2015 at Pedro’s 
Indian Cuisine in Market Street, King- 
swinford. 

A dead rat was found in the side al¬ 
leyway, while droppings were discovered 
among filthy conditions in the kitchen, 
where the floor and walls were dirty and 
mouldy. Food storage containers were 
also dirty and rotting coriander and cau¬ 
liflower was found in a fridge. 

Staff had been given no food hygiene 
training and an adequate food safety 
management system was not in place,. 

Pedro’s Fine Eatery pleaded guilty to 
eight offences under food hygiene and 
safety regulations at Dudley Magistrates 
Court. They were fined £5,000 and or¬ 
dered to pay costs of £2,216 and £120 
victim surcharge. 

In a separate case, the New Chicken 
Hut in Brierley Hill was dealt with after 
inspectors found dirty floors, walls, 
basins and fridges at the High Street 
takeaway. Equipment including a frying 
basket and chopping boards was dam¬ 
aged. Staff there had not been trained 
and there was no adequate food safety 
management system. 

Boss Naeem Khan pleaded guilty to 
seven offences under food hygiene and 
safety regulations at Dudley Magistrates 
Court. He was fined £300, ordered to pay 
£1,750 costs and a surcharge of £20. 

Man is arrested 
by armed police 

ARMED police were called to a Dudley 
town centre street amid reports of a 
man brandishing a gun. 

Police were called to North Street just 
after 11.25am last Wednesday (Septem¬ 
ber 15) after reports of a man with an 
alleged firearm. 

West Midlands Police spokesman Kate 
Baker said: “Armed officers cordoned 
off the road and shortly after arrested a 
28-year-old man on suspicion of posses¬ 
sion of a firearm. No one was injured in 
the incident.” 

An employee from Edward Gray Of 
Dudley Ltd, in North Street, said: “It 
was about noon when there was a load 
of police at the bottom end of the road. 
The road was cordoned off but it cleared 
shortly after. A few of our workers went 
outside to see what was going on.” 

Car and bike in 
Queensway collision 

A CRASH involving a bike and car 
caused traffic chaos in Halesowen. 

The incident took place on Queensway 
just after 8.30am on Monday. 

No one was injured. 

Traffic backed up from Hagley Road 
towards Grange Road. 
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75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 




Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C : www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen • Hasbury 

• Cradley • Hayley Green 

• Oldhill • Rowley Regis 

• Blackheath • Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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& discreet service. Patient 
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Thief jailed 
after bid to 
sell stolen 
Xbox console 

A PROLIFIC thief caught red-handed 
trying to sell stolen property has been 
locked up for 20 months. 

Lee Bastable offered an Xbox for 
sale to staff at a shop in the Merry 
Hill Shopping Centre on March 21, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 

When the games console’s serial 
number was checked it was found to 
have been stolen during a break-in at 
a house three days earlier and the po¬ 
lice were called, explained Mr Howard 
Searle, prosecuting. 

The 33-year-old defendant was ar¬ 
rested and a search of his home un¬ 
earthed electrical equipment taken 
during another burglary. 

In addition, Bastable was later iden¬ 
tified through CCTV footage taken at 
a store in Blackheath on February 16 
where he unsuccessfully tried to sell 
a laptop and camera that had been 
taken in a burglary earlier the same 
day. 

Screwdriver 

The defendant had also been seen 
on January 31 attempting to break 
into a house in Beeches Road, Black- 
heath, using a screwdriver found in a 
garden shed. 

He gave up and fled after realising 
he had been spotted by a neighbour 
who later identified him as the culprit. 

Bastable, of Frederick Court, High- 
gate Road, Walsall pleaded guilty to 
handling stolen property and to at¬ 
tempted burglary and was jailed by 
Judge Marcus Tregilgas-Davey. 

Tribute show for 
organist Brian 

A CONCERT will take place to re¬ 
member Dudley organist Brian Sharp, 
who died earlier this year. Mr Sharp 
made regular appearances on BBC 
Radio 2 and was part of the house 
band on TV shows Pebble Mill at One 
and Saturday Night at the Mill. 

The event will be at the Mercure 
Kidderminster Hotel, in Habberley 
Road, Bewdley, on Monday at 8pm 
with proceeds to the Deanesly Centre 
Trust at New Cross Hospital. 

The concert will feature organists 
Howard Beaumont, from the Spa 
Complex in Scarborough; Jean Mar- 
tyn, of Britain’s Got Talent fame, 
Byron Jones, from Bristol; and Stour¬ 
bridge’s David Ingley. Tickets £10 will 
be available on the night. Call George 
Ingley on (01384) 274500. 

End of summer 
event at park 

THE Friends of Wollescote Park are 
holding an End of Summer Fayre 
on Saturday at the park from 11am 
to 3pm. The event is free admission 
and will feature stalls, tombola, raffle, 
barbecue and other refreshments. 


Calls for action on high stakes betting 



Betting terminals at a bookmaker’s 


CALLS have been made for strict¬ 
er regulations on the use of betting 
machines after it emerged that the 
region’s punters had gambled away 
more than £45 million over the last 
year. 

Figures from the Campaign for 
Fairer Gambling (CFG) show more 
than £226 million was gambled in 
the region’s betting shop machines in 
2015, with losses amounting to more 
than £123,000 a day. 

Dudley South MP Mike Wood said: 
“The figures regarding how much 
cash is put into these machines are 


frightening. This sort of high stakes 
gambling has a huge impact on a 
number of social issues and can obvi¬ 
ously lead to debt. 

“We need a review as quickly as 
possible to make sure stricter reg¬ 
ulations are brought in to restrict 
the damage that people can cause by 
using these machines.” 

Tory MP Mr Wood also called for 
devolution plans for the West Mid¬ 
lands to include powers for commu¬ 
nities to determine whether new 
bookmakers are allowed to open. 

The CFG has called for a reduc¬ 


tion in stakes on Fixed Odds Betting 
Terminals (FOTBs), which currently 
allow punters to bet up to £100 every 
20 seconds. 

Councillor Steve Eling, leader of 
Sandwell Council, said: “There simply 
must be more regulation.” 

Peter Craske, from the Association 
of British Bookmakers, said that the 
vast majority of customers bet re¬ 
sponsibly. “We understand there are 
a minority of people that could be 
considered to have a problem, but we 
have brought in a number of meas¬ 
ures to address that,” he added. 


Councillor sends in the 
artillery to improve area 

A FUNDRAISING campaign has been 
started by a councillor to bring an artil¬ 
lery shell to a well-known traffic island 
named after a First World War artefact 
- nearly 80 years since the original was 
removed. 

Councillor Stuart Henley is hoping to raise 
£3,000 for the shell to be placed on a planter 
near Shell Corner in Halesowen. 

He hopes it will be in place for Remembrance 
Sunday, with a celebratory event also on the cards. 

The original artillery shell had stood on the traf¬ 
fic island from 1924 to 1937. But the landmark dis¬ 
appeared after the island was altered in the late 
1930s. 

Councillor Henley said: “We are trying to get a 
planter for it to fit in and then have seats around 
the edge so that people can reflect. 

“We reckon that will cost more than £1,000 but 
could be more depending on the council figures. 

Around £3,000 would cover the whole the costs. 

“We ideally wanted it to be on the island but now 
we aim for it to be on the corner of Maple Road by 
the slip road to the shops.” 

Positive 

The planter would go on the corner by Maple 
Road near the shops if it goes ahead. 

He continued: “I have had positive feedback from 
the area since the idea came about. 

“A lot of shop owners are backing it because we 
need something positive like this in the area as it 
has been run down the past few years. 

“I have drawn up a rough sketch of what it would 
look like and started the fundraising page - every 
little bit would help.” 

The area was originally known as ‘The Junction’ 
before becoming ‘Shell Corner’. 

In its heyday, post-war, it had three butchers, 
a grocers, bakers and two ladies’ and men’s hair¬ 
dressers, with a strong community spirit. 

However, in recent years it has been blighted by 
drug crime and vandalism. A flower planting cam¬ 
paign was started earlier this year to help brighten 
up the area and discourage anti-social behaviour. 

Councillor Henley said: “We are always on the 
lookout to brighten up Shell Corner as best we can. 

So far I have got the shell donated by a bomb squad 
in Essex, paint donated by Johnstone’s paints and 
artwork will be done by Halesowen College. Bring¬ 
ing this shell to the area will help remind people 
of the history of the area and help brighten it up.” 

To give a donation towards the project visit the 
crowdfunding page at www.justgiving.com/crowd 
funding/Shell CornerCommunityProject Councillor Stuart Henley aims to enhance Shell Corner Shell Corner in 1933 with the artillery shell circled 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

National pet show 
on way to the NEC 

THE National Pet Show is coming to 
Birmingham’s National Exhibition 
Centre in November. 

The exhibition over the weekend of 
November 5 and 6 will feature many 
animal experts and TV celebrities. 
These will include Channel 4’s Super- 
vet Professor Noel Fitzpatrick, pre¬ 
senting the Eukanuba Supervet Live, 
and BBC’s Spring and Autumn Watch 
presenter Michaela Strachan, hosting 
SuperDogs Live. 

Adult ticketsare priced at £17 and 
child tickets are £12. See www.thena 
tionalpetshow.com website. 

Youth Parliament 
pops up in Dudley 

YOUNG people are being invited to 
have their say at a ‘Pop up Parlia¬ 
ment’ event coming to Dudley town 
centre on Saturday. 

The event in Market Place will be 
hosted by the Dudley Youth Council as 
part of a national youth consultation 
called ‘Make your Mark’, organised by 
the UK Youth Parliament to find out 
what young people want their repre¬ 
sentatives to focus on. 

The ‘Pop up Parliament’ runs from 
10am to 4pm. Anyone aged 11 to 18 
can take part. For further details con¬ 
tact Darren Foley (01384) 815174. 

Potential new 
teachers sought 

POTENTIAL future teachers are 
being invited to an open morning in 
Halesowen early in November. 

A Government teaching school, 
based at Lutley Primary School in 
Halesowen, is holding the event on 
Tuesday, November 8, from 9.15am 
to 12.30pm. 

It comes after applications open for 
teacher training on October 18. 

For further details go to the www. 
lutley.dudley.sch.uk website. 

Coffee, cake and music 
at church fundraiser 

A CONCERT with coffee and cake 
event will take be taking place at a 
Halesowen church on Saturday. 

The musical morning will be held 
at St John’s Church, in High Street, 
from 10.15am. 

Instrumentalists will play a pro¬ 
gramme of light music featuring the 
cello, flute, violin and piano. 

Refreshments including coffee and 
cake will be provided afterwards. 

Money raised by the event will go 
towards supporting the church. 

Gas work closes road 

A ROAD near Halesowen College will 
be closed for a month during work to 
replace gas mains. 

Work is being carried out on 
Fairmile Road, near the college, and 
the road is anticipated to remain 
closed until October 14. 

Diversions will be in place. 
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From Just £90 


-- 


LTC Tyre* & Exhausts 
Centre Court, Vine Lane 
Halettoweri, B63 3EB 


Mon - Fh 
9am-4ipm 
Sat * 9am~5pm 


Drive in for a 
FREE Check! 


Drive in for a Free 
Air-con Check! 


Short Service 
From Just £49 


0121 550 6084 


£39 


From Just 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 












































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 


4 


THE BEST OF |f 

PETERRHODES^^ 

AS the row over grammar schools rages on, it occurs to 
me that the five Rhodes Boys - I was the second of five 
sons - must have been a rare thing among the education 
statistics. All five of us passed the 11 -plus to grammar 
school but not one of us went to university. 

I TAKE issue, too, with one of the many questions from 
original 11-plus papers now being reprinted in the news¬ 
papers: “How many thirds are there in nine?” The “cor¬ 
rect” answer is 27 and I can see why. But if you take the 
view that everything, from a sack of coal to a 1,000-metre 
race, is made up of three thirds then there are three thirds 
in nine, each third being three. I may have passed my 11- 
plus but I managed to fail maths O-level three times. 

MONDAY: David Cameron stands down as an MP, say¬ 
ing he does not want to be a “distraction” to MP Theresa 
May. Wednesday: the Commons foreign affairs committee 
criticises the Cameron govern¬ 
ment for its intervention in Libya. 
There may be a connection. And 
yet how many politicians and 
pundits who are now castigat¬ 
ing Cameron and drawing wild 
comparisons with Blair’s war on 
Iraq were leading the “we must 
do something” campaign back 
in 2011 ? Remember the pitiful 
images of terrified Libyan chil¬ 
dren appealing to the world to help? A massacre in Beng¬ 
hazi seemed imminent. How could we not intervene? 
Action was approved by the United Nations. Hindsight is 
always crystal-clear. 

I INTERVIEWED Cameron a few times. He struck me as 
an essentially decent man who answered straight ques¬ 
tions with far straighter answers than some politicians I 
could mention. 

THERE is a serious purpose to my trip to Yorkshire. 
Exactly 100 years ago, my grandfather’s brother, 20-year- 
old Private Alvin Smith, was in a front-line trench on the 
Somme. It was the last day of his life. A century on, in his 
home village, we will remember him. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Shirt over head robber 
jailed after crime spree 


A DRUG addict who raided two bookmakers 
and a supermarket during a four-day crime 
spree, and terrified staff who believed he had 
a gun, has been jailed for six years. 

Serial thief Michael Webb had workers running for cover 
as he burst into two William Hill bookmakers in Stour¬ 
bridge and also got away with £600 cash from a Sains- 


bury’s, a judge heard. Webb, 
holding up an item covered 
by a carrier bag, which he 
led staff to believe was a gun 
- he later said it was just a 
rolled up newspaper. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard how he targeted 
W illi am Hill in Wollaston at 
around 9pm on August 12. 
The robber demanded the 
man working behind the 
counter fill up his bag with 
cash. Believing Webb to 
have a gun, the worker fled 
from the counter to a back 
office and called the police. 

Ms Joanne Barker, pros¬ 
ecuting, told the court that 
Webb, who has racked up 
19 convictions and had been 
given a suspended prison 
sentence for burglary three 
days earlier, then aban¬ 
doned the robbery attempt. 

He tried his luck again 
less than an hour later at 
Sainsbury’s Wollaston and 
this time was successful. 

Ms Barker said: “He ran 
into the store with his shirt 
over his head and again 
demanded money. The as¬ 
sistant activated the alarm 
and, believing the defendant 
had a gun, complied with his 
demands.” 


aged 37, went into the stores 

By Richard Guttridge 

Three days later, at 
around 9pm, Webb tried 
to get his hands on more 
money at William Hill in 
Amblecote but was again 
thwarted. This time he had 
socks covering his hands 
and arms to cover his dis¬ 
tinctive tattoos, the court 
heard. 

Again, the raider held up 
a bag, which the frightened 
man behind the counter be¬ 
lieved had a gun inside. But 
after the worker ran to an 
office, Webb was unable to 
get past the glass screen and 
left empty-handed. 

Webb, of Kingsway, Wol¬ 
laston, who the court heard 
was a cocaine addict, was 
caught after stealing a pack 
of razor blades from a Tesco 
store. He was found in pos¬ 
session of a kitchen knife in 
Birmingham Street, Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Webb pleaded guilty to 
robbery, two counts of at¬ 
tempted robbery, theft and 
possession of an article with 
a blade or point. 


Plants removed from landmark 



A cherry picker is used to remove buddleia from the cone 


PLANTS which sprouted 
from the sides of the Black 
Country’s famous Red 
House Glass Cone are being 
removed after it emerged 
they were damaging the 
landmark. 

A cherry-picker has been 
sent almost 100ft into the 
air to remove buddleia 
plants which have grown 
out the top and sides of the 
building in Wordsley. It was 
crucial they are pulled out 
as it is believed they could 
damage thebrickwork. 

Any damaged joins will 
be filled in using a replica of 
the building’s original mor¬ 
tar from the 1780s. 

Dudley Council’s regen¬ 
eration boss Councillor 
Khurshid Ahmed said: “The 
Red House Glass Cone is 
an iconic part of the Word¬ 
sley skyline and a mark of 
Black Country pride in the 
region’s glass-making her¬ 
itage. 

“Maintaining it is not only 
important for the cone’s 
long-term structural integ¬ 
rity but also for civic pride 
in this impressive structure, 
which continues to be a pop¬ 
ular visitor attraction and 
creative business hub.” 

The weeds and plants 
grow from seeds which be¬ 
come airborne and lodge in 
the cone’s brickwork. 


Rail hub 
on track 
to deliver 
200 jobs 

A MULTI-MILLION pound 
rail centre will deliver more 
than 200 jobs and 300 ap¬ 
prenticeships across five 
years, say council bosses. 

Contracts are on the 
verge of being signed for the 
£27.8 million very light rail 
complex at Dudley’s Castle 
Hill. Council chiefs have 
promised the ‘world class’ 
centre will create 225 jobs, 
331 apprenticeships and 33 
new businesses by 2021. 

The route of the very light 
rail will run from this cen¬ 
tre through Dudley Tunnel 
before terminating close to 
Cinder Bank. 

News of the centre’s 
opportunities have been 
revealed in papers due to 
come before Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet meeting. The 
document states: “The pro¬ 
ject will create a world class 
research, development and 
educational centre focussed 
on the creation of innovative 
Very Light Rail vehicles on 
land in the ownership of the 
Council at Castle Hill. The 
centre, requiring the use of 
test track facilities, would 
be ideally situated adjacent 
to the mothballed freight 
line. 

“Working in partnership 
with the Warwick Manu¬ 
facturing Group (WMG), 
other higher education bod¬ 
ies, transport suppliers and 
neighbouring local author¬ 
ities, the centre will lead 
on the development of the 
vehicles, associated infra¬ 
structure and training for 
the next generation of pub¬ 
lic transport solutions.” 





Midland UPVC 
Windows and Poors Ltd 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


FANTASTIC 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 
PVC 
DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 


Himley Hall, nr Dudley 

11 am to 4pm 
Over 25 Exhibitors 




Contact 01384 866165 
Email: annerobinson2006@yahoo.co.uk 


There will be an entrance 
charge of £1.00 
(a donation will be made to 
Cancer Support) 
qp Children have 
Free Entry 

<pp Brides can pre-register 
for Free Entry 
Refreshments Available 
Still a few stands available, 
if you are a specialist service 
provider and would like 
information and brides 
wishing to pre-register 


Concept 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


Homeclad 


• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 ■ 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE mj 
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New parking 
charges set 
to come in 

CHANGES to parking charges are 
due to come into force across Sandwell 
on November 1. 

Short-stay charges in council car 
parks in West Bromwich town centre 
will be cut to attract more shoppers 
and support local businesses. 

However long-stay parking - over 
four hours - will be set at £4 a day 
borough-wide. This is the current 
rate in West Bromwich town centre, 
but other long stay car parks are cur¬ 
rently £2 per day. When the changes 
were first announced, Unison mem¬ 
bers protested that hundreds of 
Sandwell Council workers would now 
have to pay £4 a day to park. 

Short-stay parking charges in West 
Bromwich for those staying up to one 
hour will be halved from 80p to 40p, 
and for up to two hours from £1.60 to 
80p. While it currently costs £2.40 to 
stay up to three hours, this will be re¬ 
duced to £1.60, while the £3.20 charge 
for up to four hours will go down to 
£2.40. 

From November 1 the cost of an 
annual season ticket across Sandwell 
will also fall from £390 to £240 per 
year. The new charges will be frozen 
until 2018. 

Sandwell Council leader Council¬ 
lor Steve Eling said: “We hope that 
by reducing parking charges in the 
town, it will give a boost to the local 
economy.” 

Aid! store to open on 
pub site next month 

A NEW supermarket is set to open 
in Dudley at the end of October. The 
Aldi store will open its doors on the 
site of the demolished King Arthur 
pub, next to Birmingham New Road. 

In recent weeks work has pro¬ 
gressed quickly, with the structure 
and the 94-space car park taking 
shape, alongside promotional signs. 


Steel plant would create 80 
jobs on former school site 



Site foreman Bryan Furber has looks at the rose window at ‘the cathedral of the Black Country’, St Mark’s Church, Pensnett 


WORK is under way at a church 
known as ‘the cathedral of the Black 
Country’ to restore one of its beautiful 
stained-glass window. 

The £33,000 appeal was launched by 
parishioners at St Mark’s in Pensnett 
after a large chunk of masonry fell in 
2014, prompting a safety scare. Priest- 
in-charge Reverend Sue Oliver said: 
“If it had fallen on somebody’s head it 
could have killed them.” 


Money has come in steadily with 
£18,000 collected through fundraising, 
boosted by a £10,000 gift by the late 
church treasurer Robert Morgan. 

Church-goers are hoping to take a 
considerable step towards paying off 
the rest of the bill at an event to cele¬ 
brate the church’s 167th anniversary. 

A gift day is planned for Sunday 
when visitors will be asked to towards 
the cost of completing the work. 


The Grade Il-listed building, built 
in the 1840s, is highly regarded for its 
architecture and is one of three local 
churches funded by Lord Ward, the 
Earl of Dudley. 

Scaffolding has gone up around the 
stained-glass rose window. It is hoped 
the work will be completed by Christ¬ 
mas. 

The gift day starts at 9am and te 
church will stay open until 4pm. 


A FORMER high school site in Oldbury will be revamped into 
a multi-million-pound industrial site, creating up to 80 jobs. 

Plans for an industrial complex in Popes Lane which will expand the 
base of West Bromwich-based Steel & Alloy Processing are due to be 
submitted to Sandwell Council. 

The scheme at the former Albright High School site will boost the region’s 
manufacturing economy, according to business chiefs. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said: “It is heartening to see this sig¬ 
nificant level of investment coming 
into Oldbury at this time. 

“The new jobs being created by 
Steel & Alloy are very welcome and 
is further demonstration of Sandwell 
being at the heart of the manufactur¬ 
ing economy of the West Midlands.” 

Trebor Developments has signed 
contracts with Steel & Alloy Process¬ 
ing to bring the scheme to fruition. 

Spring 

The school shut its doors in 2011. 

The proposed development of the 11.6 
acre site will ‘significantly expand 
the manufacturing capacity of Steel 
& Alloy Processing’ according to the 
firm’s bosses. 

Assuming plans for the site get the 
go-ahead, work will start on site in 
spring 2017 and it should be opera¬ 
tional by 2018. 

Bob Tattrie, managing partner for 
Trebor Developments, said: “Trebor 
Developments are delighted to have 
agreed terms with Steel & Alloy Pro¬ 
cessing Ltd to deliver the Popes Lane 
site for their major new manufactur¬ 
ing facility and acquire the site from 
Sandwell Council. 

“It is excellent news for the West 
Midlands economy to see such a major 
industrial investment within Old¬ 
bury.” 


Families in 

pro-refugee 

procession 

A COMMUNITY group dedicated to 
helping refugees is holding a proces¬ 
sion in Smethwick to spread messag¬ 
es of hope, solidarity, friendship and 
welcome. 

Bearwood Action for Refugees will 
be holding the event, called Proces¬ 
sion of Lights in Warley Woods on 
October 1, starting at 6pm. 

Organisers want to unite families, 
community groups and those of differ¬ 
ent faiths for a torch-lit walk through 
the woods. 

The event is being held in part¬ 
nership with We Are Bearwood, the 
City of Sanctuary network and Near 
Neighbours. 

The procession will begin by meet¬ 
ing at The Fountain at 6pm, before 
proceeding to The Pavillion where 
speakers will include Sandwell coun¬ 
cillors Ann Jaron and Preet Kaur Gill. 

For information email bearwoodac 
tionforrefugees @ gmail .comrugeeugee 
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Fitted...across 
the Midlands 


.S3SSH 


C ^No deposits 1 
orfstage payments, 
you only pay whel©H? 
^‘ thnstallationinasr ^ 
f Seen completed ^ 


Halesowen B62 9LS Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

RYDALE 

MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS 




E 


/AJ 


1 Every window and conservatory is custom 


made to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have been in 
business for 
more than 

31 years. S ' Supplied & 


oducts ^ 

^^/Make the RIGHT decision this 
Sum mej^a nd give R ydale a, ring.. 


I 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


FREEPHONE 

wwty.xvdalet 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



On your 
bike! They 
are also 
to blame 

BRAVO! West Midlands Police have been 
employing undercover officers in plain 
clothes to ride around the area on bikes 
to catch motorists who do not leave 
enough space when overtaking. 

And they have been very busy, it 
seems, with 38 prosecutions over the 
summer. Good work all round. 

The only thing that surprises me about 
all this is that we are still allowed to over¬ 
take cyclists. I would have thought by 
now it would surely have been classed 
as a ‘hate crime’, like wolf-whistling is in 
Nottingham. 

In the balance of fairness, though, I’m 
sure that an equal number of undercover 
police officers will now be deployed to 
catch cyclists who use the pavements as 
a motorway, ride two-abreast on narrow 
country lanes, and - most annoyingly of 
all - treat red traffic lights as if they apply 
solely to other road users. 

Because I’m sure nobody would want 
to see one group given preferential treat¬ 
ment over another. 

□ □□ 

SATURDAY night television, particularly 
reality television, is something I normally 
give a wide berth. X Factor, Come Danc¬ 
ing, Dancing on Ice or whatever, I usually 
avoid it like anthrax. However, I will level 
with you, the other Saturday I acciden¬ 
tally caught a bit of X Factor. Only a few 
minutes, but nevertheless I apologise for 
momentarily contributing to the viewing 
figures and I will try not to do it again. 

Two thoughts sprang to mind. Why 
does anybody watch this tired, cliche-rid¬ 
den nonsense? And secondly, why is 
Meg Richardson off Crossroads on the 
judging panel? 



* 




So who is judge - Sharon Osbourne 
or Crossroads’ Meg Richardson? 


□ □□ 

IF, as expected, Jeremy Corbyn is 
re-elected Labour leader this Saturday, 
he might want to thank Birmingham reg¬ 
gae group UB40 who backed his cam¬ 
paign. Or at least some of them did. You 
see, UB40 is now split into two factions 
each laying claim to the name. On one 
hand, Brian Travers, Robin and Duncan 
Campell, Norman Hassan, Jimmy Brown 
and Earl Falconer, were in Team Corbyn. 
The other faction made up of former 
frontman AN Campbell, Mickey Virtue and 
Terence ‘Astro’ Oswald, have not, as far 
as I am aware, declared a position. 

The three Campbells, are all brothers, 
but AN fell out with Robin and Duncan 
some years ago. Splits, factions, good 
thing none of that goes on in politics. 



Prof Charalambos Vlachopoulos 



‘Vaping’ at heart of 
new health warning 



This is a more and more familiar sight as people have switched to vaping 


Worrying new research has 
cast doubt on the safety 
of electronic cigarettes. 
Report by MARK ANDREWS. 


TEN years ago, electronic ciga¬ 
rettes were practically unheard 
of. Last year it was estimated that 
there were 2.6 million “vapers” in 
Britain alone. 

The sight of people sucking on metal 
pen-shaped objects, emitting clouds of 
sweet-smelling vapour has become a fa¬ 
miliar one as people turn to e-cigs in an 
attempt to give up smoking. 

But now concerns have been raised that vap¬ 
ing could be as bad for the heart as smoking 
cigarettes. Worrying new research has found 
that the use of electronic cigarettes caused 
similar effects to the main heart artery as 
smoking the real thing. 

The research, which was presented at the 
world’s largest cardiology conference, flies in 
the face of advice from Public Health England, 
which last year said vaping is 95 per cent less 
harmful than tobacco. 

Prescribe 

It called for GPs to be able to prescribe 
e-cigarettes on the NHS to help people quit 
smoking. 

Speaking at the European Society for Cardi¬ 
ology congress in Rome, Professor Charalam¬ 
bos Vlachopoulos, from the University of 
Athens Medical School, said experiments were 
carried out on 24 adults with an average age of 
30, examining the immediate effects of e-ciga- 
rettes and smoking. 

They found that the effects from a 30-min¬ 
ute session of vaping - seen as a typical habit 
as e-cigarettes deliver nicotine at a slower rate 
than cigarettes - were similar to those from 
smoking a cigarette for five minutes. 

Prof Vlachopoulos warned that the UK 
had “rushed into” championing vaping as a 
method to help give up smoking, and said he 


would not recommend the use of e-cigarettes. 

The findings come amid growing contro¬ 
versy about the safety of e-cigarettes, with lit¬ 
tle research available on the long term effects 
of vaping. 

Prof Peter Weissberg, medical director at 
the British Heart Foundation, said: “Although 
the study was not designed to show whether 
electronic cigarettes can cause long term dam¬ 
age to our blood vessels, it shows that they 
cannot be assumed to be risk free. 

“Much more research is needed to establish 
the safety of long-term use of these devices.” 

Councillor Richard Overton, Telford & Wre- 
kin Council’s cabinet member for health, says 
that while it is too early to know the long-term 
effects of vaping, it is almost certainly safer 
than smoking tobacco. 

He says: “Quitting smoking is the single 
best thing that anyone can do for their health, 


and we know that the vast majority of people 
who use electronic cigarettes are using them 
to stop smoking. 

“The evidence suggests that electronic ciga¬ 
rettes are very likely to carry a fraction of the 
risk to people’s health of smoking regular cig¬ 
arettes. However, it is impossible for anyone 
to know the long term effects of vaping and we 
certainly cannot say that electronic cigarettes 
are completely risk free especially for anyone 
who is not or has not been a smoker. 

“There is little evidence of harmful effects 
in the short to medium term, and an absence 
of evidence of significant harm to bystand¬ 
ers caused by e-cigarettes,” says the Healthy 
Shropshire website. 

“E-cigs are not harmless, the vapour they 
produce contains some toxins, but studies 
have shown that these are at levels far lower 
than those found in tobacco smoke. 


“On the available evidence, using an e-ciga- 
rette is a great deal safer than smoking. 

“There are unanswered questions on the ef¬ 
fects of longer term use however, and we don’t 
know about any risks to the unborn baby from 
exposure to vapour.” 

The authority adds that while mothers-to-be 
who smoke are advised to use licensed nicotine 
replacement products rather than e-cigs, they 
should not be discouraged from vaping if it 
helps them stop smoking. 

“Emerging evidence suggests some of the 
highest successful quit rates are now seen 
among smokers who use an e-cigarette and 
also receive additional support from their local 
stop smoking services,” the Shrosphire Coun¬ 
cil website adds. 

Research commissioned by Action on Smok¬ 
ing and Health has shown that the total cost 
to society in England of smoking is approxi¬ 
mately £13.9 billion a year. 

This includes the cost to the NHS of treating 
diseases caused by smoking which is about £2 
billion a year. 

Rosanna O’Connor, from Public Health 
England, argues that vaping “carries a frac¬ 
tion of the risk of smoking”. 

Deborah Arnott, chief executive of Ash said 
the Athens study did not prove that e-ciga- 
rettes were as hazardous as smoking. 

Evidence 

Gary Footman, who runs Ecigwizard in Wel¬ 
lington, says he has yet to see any hard evi¬ 
dence that there are any dangers attached to 
vaping, let alone that it was as dangerous as 
smoking tobacco. 

“It’s just a broad statement with no evi¬ 
dence to support it,” he says. 

“Public Health England are saying it is 95 
per cent safer than smoking cigarettes and 
most doctors are telling people who smoke to 
vape as an alternative to smoking, maybe as a 
way of quitting altogether. It is certainly safer 
than smoking.” 

He added that the liquids used in e-ciga- 
rettes contained no carcinogens, unlike ciga¬ 
rettes which contained thousands of chemicals. 

“A lot of my customers say if it wasn’t for 
vaping they would still be smoking,” Mr Foot¬ 
man adds. 
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Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 
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Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 




G^ Old Buildings Removed 
Gf Asbestos Disposal 
Gf Base Laying Service 
Gf Free Quotations 
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CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from Delivery Dejjvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 
Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 
£3299 

Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options (2f Quality At Competitive Prices 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft x 8ft £789 


Without 

Verandah 

Without 

Verandah 

Includes 

Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tlldasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 
www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it | BETTA 



























































Level playing field may hold students back 


IT appears that the powers I was the oldest in the class and 

that be are still trying to lump Pf s ? d m y , exam wltd 8 ®. per “ nt ’ 

. J ° r which gamed me a credit. The point is, 

US togetner. we do no t od i earn a t the same speed. 

I was fortunate enough to pass the Many folk are brilliant from a young 
entrance exam and interview for gram- age) whatever their background. Some 
mar school, against everyone’s expec- 0 f us struggle and learn more slowly, 
tations. I feel that by trying to level the play- 

I was not in any way a brilliant ing field in respect to education is quite 
student and struggled my way to five possibly holding back the more early 
GCEs, as the qualifications were then learners, whilst destroying the confi- 
known. dence of the slower learners. 

However, 17 years after leaving I was a product of a grammar school 
school I went to evening classes cover- as was my late brother. He was a quick 
ing a subject which I had failed at GCE. learner whilst I developed later in life. 


However, in spite of being physically 
disabled, certain of my teachers rec¬ 
ognised something in me which they 
pushed me into doing. 

I remember refereeing a game in our 
gym display and was given minor roles 
in our school plays. 

I doubt that this would have hap¬ 
pened if my education had been any¬ 
thing other than it was. 

I am, because of this, all in favour of 
grammar schools. 

LEN HALES 

Cradley Heath 


Don’t need LETTERS TO THE EDITOR This choir 
to worry 
about Dave 


SO there we have it, David 
Cameron throws his toys 
out of the pram. 

This is the person whose 
achievements can be written 
on the back of a matchbox, ie 
gay marriage and six years 
of failed Tory austerity. 

Many people in the UK 
will be feeling the effects of 
that austerity for many dec¬ 
ades to come. 

His party has put more 
people into poverty in liv¬ 
ing memory in this country 
than any other. 

He now wants to do work 
for charity, perhaps he can 
hand food parcels out at 
local food banks, which his 
party is famous for creating. 

Maybe he could even 
change the name of them to 
Cameron’s food store. 

The Cameron legacy, 
which he made me become 
a member of at the age of 
60 after working for over 
40 years, is his party put me 
out of work. 

Thank you Dave. 

C LLOYD 
Dudley 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Don't just improve 
education for an elite 

I’M somewhat bewildered that grammar schools are this 
Government’s hot new potato. It seems to have come com¬ 
pletely out of the blue after being shelved for many years, 
what with Brexit, financial problems, Trident, HS2, the 
NHS crisis, to mention just a few. They are now stirring up 
a furore where there does not have to be one. 

I cannot remember this matter being mentioned in their 
manifesto. I was not aware the public had concerns over 
grammar schools. What I was aware of was the public had 
concerns over the standard of our education. 

Without consultation this Government has taken upon 
itself to again waste millions on something we do not need. 
What we do need is millions spent of the education of all 
pupils and not just the selected few, whereby again we will 
end up with elitism. 

Where will the teachers come from to maintain grammar 
schools, let me guess, they will deplete our comprehensives, 
which in turn will further reduce any hopes of the young. 

Well done Conservatives, another policy the general pub¬ 
lic had no choice in. Just let the peasants do all the work 
and the elite get all the benefits, as usual. 

PETER LOWE 

Brierley Hill 


deserve to 
be on TV 

I FELT I had to write to sing 
the praises -excuse the pun 
- of The Coseley Male Voice 
Choir. 

On September 3 at Wil¬ 
liam Street Church, Brier- 
ley Hill, they provided an 
evening of wonderful en¬ 
tertainment on behalf of 
the The Black Country Fi¬ 
bromyalgia Support Group, 
held monthly at the Nine 
Locks Community Centre, 
Brierley Hill, of which I am 
a member. 

They kindly gave up their 
time for free and raised 
a considerable amount of 
money for us. 

They were fantastic, 
treating us to a medley of 
songs. As for the musical 
director Ray, well what can 
I say, he put his heart and 
soul into the performance, 
as did the choir. And let us 
not forget Steve playing on 
the piano. 

They were all like pol¬ 
ished professionals, and in 
my honest opinion, they 
should be on TV. 

JANINE TAYLOR-BLAKE 

Dudley 


YOU HAVE A BLOCK PAVING 
CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 


WEEDS GROWING 


THROUGH? 

• CRACKS 
APPEARING? 

• UNUSUALLY 
SLIPPERY WHEN 
WET? 


• COLOUR FADING? 


• WHITE & GREEN 
ALGAE SPOTS? 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the 
most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, 
gutters, fascias & soffits. 





BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 



| <®> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
# Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 




What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


/if QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

V THE GUILD 

j OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 10 / 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Car show revs 
up at museum 

AROUND 20 classic cars are expected to 
park up at Stourbridge’s Red House Glass 
Cone for a motoring event. 

The cars will be driving to the heritage 
site, on Sunday, courtesy of the Black 
Country Classic Car Club, which will be 
the first time a single car club has used 
the museum for a display. 

There will be a duck trail and a cult car 
trail for families. 

The artist studios will be open for busi¬ 
ness on the day and the Red Cone Coffee 
House will be rustling up treats. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member responsible for tourism, said: 
“The cone event will be a big hit with peo¬ 
ple who love classic cars.” 

The Red House Glass Cone, High 
Street, Wordsley, is open Monday to Fri¬ 
day, 10am to 3pm, and at the weekends 
11am to 4pm. Admission is free. 


Schools told to pay for road 
safety wardens or lose them 


LOLLIPOP wardens will 
disappear from outside 
school gates across the 
Dudley borough - unless 
schools pick up the bill to 
pay for them. 

Cash-strapped Dudley Council is 
set to axe all of its school crossing 
patrols as part of drastic cost-cut- 
ting measures but will give schools 
the option to step in to pay for road 
safety wardens. 

Bosses have admitted that many 
schools in other parts of the coun¬ 
try have not able to meet similar 
costs, meaning that the number of 


lollipop men and women outside 
schools in the borough is likely to 
plummet. 

Annual costs to schools to keep 
their wardens would vary, from just 
over £1,000 to as much as £20,000 
for sites which use more than one. 

All schools run by the local au¬ 
thority are affected. The changes, 
which would come into force from 
next year, would save the council 
around £260,000 per year. 

The Labour-controlled authority 
needs to save £20 million over the 
next three years following severe 
budget cuts imposed by the Gov¬ 
ernment. 


School crossing wardens are an 
area where the council can save 
money as the authority is not le¬ 
gally obliged to provide them. 

Dudley Council previously re¬ 
vealed plans to charge schools for 
their wardens but has now said 
crossings will go unmanned if 
schools cannot afford, or choose 
not, to keep them. 

The plans are likely to be met by 
a backlash from worried parents. 

New 20mph zones are set to be 
rolled out at 15 schools in the bor¬ 
ough, which bosses hope will lessen 
the need for crossing wardens. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader 


of the council’s opposition Conserv¬ 
ative Group, accused the council of 
‘morally blackmailing’ schools. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet 
member for environmental services, 
said: “The service is not a statutory 
requirement but the council has 
previously been in a position to 
fund this service to schools across 
the borough. 

“While we recognise its impor¬ 
tance, we do need to look at alterna¬ 
tive options to fund the service due 
to the unprecedented times we face 
as a result of significantly reduced 
funding from central Government.” 


Flying Scotsman 
is steaming in 

THE majestic Flying Scotsman, the most 
famous steam locomotive in the world, 
returns to the Severn Valley Railway this 
week for the first time in 22 years. 

The mighty engine - the first to break 
the lOOmph speed barrier - has undergone 
a painstaking £4.2m restoration in the in¬ 
tervening years and is looking better than 
ever. 

It attracted thousands of onlookers ear¬ 
lier this year when it made its first public 
appearance following the refit and has been 
drawing huge crowds wherever it has trav¬ 
elled since. Now it is the turn of steam fans 
in the West Midlands to get a peek at the 
historic engine in action and tickets sold out 
in record time. 

The Flying Scotsman will steam between 
Kidderminster and Bridgnorth several 
times daily until Monday as part of the her¬ 
itage railway’s Pacific Power event. It will 
be joined by Tornado, the most recently 
made steam loco in the UK. 



KITCHEN MAKEOVER 

The most cost effective way to 





of a new kitchen 


transform your kitchen 


.without the hassle of a traditional rip-out and re-fit! 


Qhe/v^P 1 


✓ GREAT VALUE ✓ GREAT PRICES ✓ GREAT SERVICE 


CHERRY? 


VISIT THE MIDLANDS’ 


KITCHEN MAKEOVER 


ON STOURBRIDGE RING ROAD (next to Aldi) 


# Avoid the upheaval and expense of replacing 
your cabinets 


Call now for your 
FREE 36-page 
colour brochure 
or FREE no¬ 
obligation survey 
& quotation on - 


• Revitalise your kitchen from a simple door 
change to a complete makeover 


# Huge choice of worktops from Laminate to 
Granite and Quartz 


# Retain your existing cabinets - avoid waste, save 
money and help the environment 


01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 


# Average installation time only 2 to 3 days 
less mess, less fuss, half the cost! 


# Your local kitchen makeover specialist 
- Approved by the Consumer Protection 
Association for your total peace of mind 


Don't gamble on any 
company you don't know. 
Always select a CPA 
member for your complete 
peace of mind. 


# Range of quality luxury flooring available 


# Full replacement kitchen service also available 


# Rubbish removed from site 


FREE FLOORING 


( ► j See our latest video online at 

www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 


5 STAR RATED 

See our reviews on Yell.com 


EXCLUSIVE TO EXPRESS & STAR READERS 


Arson suspected after 
car is gutted by blaze 



The car is engulfed by flames in a suspected arson attack 

FIREFIGHTERS tackled a car fire in Rowley Regis, which 
is believed to have been started deliberately. 

Fire crews were called to the scene in Long Meadow, 
Rowley Regis, early on Monday morning. The fire also 
spread to conifer trees. 

This dramatic picture shows the car engulfed in flames 
before it was gutted by the blaze in the suspected arson 
attack. 

West Midlands Fire Service spokesman Matthew Smith 
said: “We got a 999 call at 4.32am on Monday. The motor 
vehicle was left completely destroyed by the fire. It looks 
like the fire also spread to a row of conifer trees.” 

“One crew from Haden Cross fire station attended. We 
had two firefighters wearing breathing apparatus. We used 
two hose reel jets to tackle the blaze. 

“The incident was believed to have been started deliber¬ 
ately. Fire crews left the scene at around 5.15am.” 

The photograph was taken at the scene by Haden Cross 
fire crews, which shows the wreckage of the car engulfed 
in flames. 

Festival will find 
region’s best beer 

A FESTIVAL is gearing up to be the showcase for this 
year’s Beer of the Midlands competition, which is run by 
SIBA, the Society of Independent Brewers’ Association. 

The annual Birmingham Beer and Cider Festival, organ¬ 
ised by the Birmingham branch of the Campaign for Real 
Ale, will host the judging to choose the best beer of the 
whole of the region, including challengers from the West 
Midlands. 

The festival, which is open to Camra members and the 
public, will take place at The New Bingley Hall, Hockley 
Circus, from October 27 to 29. 

Festival Organiser Andy Goundry said that the branch 
was looking forward to both the festival and this year’s spe¬ 
cial competition. He said: “It is a great honour to be chosen 
to host this prestigious event, and it will be the icing on the 
cake of what promises to be a great festival.” 

Find out more at www.birminghambeerfestival.org.uk 
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Pauline gets confidence 
after losing nine stone 


A SUPER-SLIMMER who 
shed nine stone is set to en¬ 
joy her first time on a roller¬ 
coaster after her weight loss 
gave her the confidence to 
enjoy the ride. 

Pauline Whitehouse, from Hale¬ 
sowen, dropped from just under 
22st to 13st as part of a Slimming 
World programme. She said that 
she had never been on a roller¬ 
coaster as she feared she would 
not fit in the seat - but now she 
wants to give it a whirl at Black¬ 
pool Pleasure Beach. 

Kitchen assistant Pauline, who lives 
with her partner Steven Blount in Col¬ 
ley Gate, says dropping six dress sizes 
has given her renewed confidence. 

The mother-of-two decided two 
years ago that she wanted to lose 
weight. 

She explained: “I was just sat there 
one night and realised I had had 
enough and something needed to be 
done. But I didn’t think I would do it. 

“I went into it thinking I needed 
to lose a couple of stone but had the 
shock of my life when I stepped on the 
scales.” 

Nerves 

Pauline, aged 47, said she had to 
overcome her nerves before her first 
Slimming World session - but has not 
looked back since. 

“I stood outside the door for 10 min¬ 
utes, thinking ‘should I go in or not?”’ 
she said. 

“I’ve made amazing friends from 
it and the weight came off easily - it 
wasn’t even like a diet. It didn’t feel 
like a diet at all. 

“The confidence and the sense of 
achievement is brilliant. I’m not the 
same person I was before.” 

She added: “I used to think I was 
scared of flying and I’ve never even 





Then - Pauline before she lost weight 


been on a rollercoaster, but really I 
was scared of sitting in the seats.” 

Pauline has dropped from a size 26 
to a size 14 and now hopes to inspire 
the next generation of slimmers as she 



Now - the new slimline Pauline 


has become a Slimming World consult¬ 
ant herself. 

And she will enjoy her first roller¬ 
coaster adventure in Blackpool next 
month. 


Pauline will celebrate getting trim with a rollercoaster ride at Blackpool 
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'A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner ._~1 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 


• •• Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Including 

fitting! 


Sealed Units 
Replatemenl available 


We will Betit/ANYaGenuine* written Quote 


^SEPTEMBER 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

0121 421 7001 I 0121 421 2104 


HAS&URr WINDOWS Ltd 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


one 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

TEST 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 

...are 34 years old this year 



and to celebrate, throughout September we are offering up to 


So now you can have your cake and eat it! 


(Offer available at the time of quotation only) 



www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


Showroom Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, 
Saturday 10am-3.30pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


Orangeries and 
Conservatories 
01902 897000 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 










Flags fly for pomp and 
circumstance at Proms 



Enjoying the patriotic proceedings « 

IT was a sea of red, white and 
blue as flag-waving music 
lovers flocked to a Proms in 
the Park event. 

Hundreds packed into Haden 
Hill House Museum and Park in 
Cradley Heath to hear a feast of 
live music ranging from jazz to 
Halesowen Brass Band. 

Visitors were able to enjoy a picnic 
and many got into the Proms spirit by 
waving Union flags. 

Alison Hyatt, visitor services man¬ 
ager at the museum, said: “We have 


t Haden Hill House Museum and Park, 

had an amazing turnout and response. 
This is the fourth year we have run 
this event, supported by the friends 
group who do some great work.” 

As well as visiting Haden Hill House 
Museum and Park, people were able 
to get a rare glimpse inside Haden Old 
Hall. The hall, which was built around 
the late-1600s but has parts dating 
back to the Tudor period, is attached 
to the house and museum but is sel¬ 
dom open to the public. 

The event took place at the weekend 
as part of Heritage Open Days and as 
part of Heritage Lottery Funded pro¬ 
ject ‘Best’s Angels’. 


Hope Smith, 14, of Cradley Heath 



People listening to Proms in the Park 



QUALITY COACH 


HOLIDAYS IN 


BRITAIN, 

Grolt* travel 

IRELAND & 


EUROPE 



OCTOBER From 

8- 9 TOWER OF LONDON £145.00 

7-8 GOOD OLD DAYS SHOW £129.50 

22-23 SETTLE/CARLISLE RAILWAY £119.50 

24-28 EASTBOURNE £255.00 

24-28 ISLE OF WIGHT - SHANKLIN £275.00 

28- 31 LOVELY BOGNOR £199.50 

29- 2 Nov CHARMING SIDMOUTH £329.50 

NOVEMBER 

6-7 BLACKPOOL ILLUMINATIONS £ 99.50 

9- 11 THURSFORD SPECTACULAR £235.00 

12-13 XMAS CHATSWORTH HOUSE £115.00 

14- 18 WEE BONNIE SCOTLAND £199.50 

19-20 XMAS CHATSWORTH HOUSE £115.00 

26-27 WINCHESTER & BLENHEIM £109.50 

26- 27 YORK DICKENSIAN MARKET £109.50 

27- 28 LAKE DISTRICT "TRAIN & SAIL" £ 89.50 

DECEMBER 

2- 5 VALKENBURG XMAS MARKET £255.00 

3- 4 BATH XMAS MARKET £119.50 

5-9 EASTBOURNE PRE-XMAS £249.50 

10- 11 GRASSINGTON XMAS FAYRE £99.50 

12- 16 BABBACOMBE PRE-XMAS £229.50 

13- 16 BELGIUM XMAS MARKETS £255.00 

15- 17 ALBERT HALL XMAS CAROLS £225.00 



24-27 XMAS IN BERKSHIRE 
24-27 XMAS IN CUMBRIA 
27-30 CUMBRIAN IN-BETWEENIE 
31 -2.1 NEW YEAR IN BRISTOL 


£299.50 

£419.50 

£289.50 

£229.50 


GREAT DAYS OUT 


OCTOBER 


Ad S/C 


11th HIGHGROVE GARDEN TOUR £55.00 £55.00 
12th CHARLESTON HOUSE (NT) £35.00 £34.00 

13th MARKET HARBOROUGH £25.00 £24.00 

14th MYSTERY TRIP & LUNCH £36.00 £35.00 

14th LYME PARK HOUSE (NT) £35.00 £34.00 

18th WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY £44.00 £42.50 
19th WESTONBIRT ARBORETUM £32.00 £31.00 
20th ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE £39.50 £38.00 
20th "FIRE" "FIRE" EXHIBITION £37.00 £35.00 
21st OXFORD DREAMING SPIRES £25.00 £24.00 
22nd KENSINGTON PALACE £42.50 £39.50 

24th BURGHLEY HOUSE £39.50 £38.00 

25th STEAM TRAIN & CHELTENHAM £36.00 £35.00 
26th LONDON MUSEUMS £27.00 £26.00 

27th HARDWICK HALL (NT) £39.00 £38.00 

30th EMMERDALE LIVE SET TOUR £49.50 £49.50 


GROUP TRAVEL LIMITED 
AUDNAM 
STOURBRIDGE 
DY84AG 

www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 


TEL : 0800 002 9788 


EMMERDALE "THE TOUR" WEEKEND 
SAT 29th - SUN 30th OCTOBER 2016 
from £139.50 DD 

Visit the live set where Emmeraale is filmed & enjoy 
a fully guided tour seeing Bob's Cafe, The 
Woolpack, the village Church and rows of stone 
cottages known as home for over 43 years to your 
favourite Emmerdale characters 
Phone now on 0800 002 9788 for more details 

LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS 
IN NOV & DEC FROM JUST 
£139.50 PP 

PHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www. group tra vel. Itd.uk 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 





' tnn Call US ' 


ALL INSTALLATIONS ■ 
PROJECT MANAGED 
FROM START TO FINISH - 


• Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 


Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door Repairs 


i m m mu ■ ■■■ ■ Establishedover20 Y ears ■ ■ ■ 

: Window Warehouse Ltd 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 0121 544 


MASSIVE 

CLEARANCE SALE 

Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

tapollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

wjnyls.^..£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C arejFree. Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
r m m with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 
| I I undercut on price 

" 6 'W no/ nil All end rolls with > 

carpets I ■ V /0 UKK (*First'weekufsakfonly) I 

| Kingswinford — ““ ^ ^ 

J Carpets 

Ad /Cradley 

v ***/\ § / Heath 

\ /stourbridge 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 

nm Church Street, Brierley Hill 

pm OI 384 76448 
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Boss says new super 
hospital will be ready 

A HEALTH boss says he is confident Sandwell’s new 
multi-million pound ‘super hospital’ will be ready to de¬ 
liver improved services when it opens in two years time. 

A report earlier this year claimed more investment 
in social care was needed for the £350 million Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital. 

Andy Williams, a senior member of the Sandwell Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group, CCG, which is responsible 
for planning and commissioning health services, insisted 
chiefs have plans in place for the future. 

John Lister, a former consultant with 30 years’ expe¬ 
rience in the NHS, delivered his review of the hospital 
plan, raising concerns over social care, the scale and lo¬ 
cation of the site. 

Mr Williams said: “We disagree with some of its con¬ 
clusions. I think we are on course and we are ready.” 



The Fizzogs - Jackie, Sue and Deb - as the Dancing Grannies, seen at Stourbridge Carnival 


Fizzogs are taking 
laughter show on tour 


BLACK Country comedy group The 
Fizzogs have a new comedy sketch 
show that is going on tour from De¬ 
cember to March. 

Suck It and See will feature many 
of the famous Fizzogs characters, 
including the dancing grannies that 
became in internet sensation. 

Fizzog Productions last month 
took the show to the Edinburgh 
Fringe, their second trip to the huge 
arts festival in the Scottish capital. 
Also appearing with the Fizzogs will 
be Black country comedian Jonny 
Cole. 

The first dates for the show, 
which is suitable for the over-14s, 
are at Netherton Arts Centre from 


December 15 to 17 and it will then 
be staged at Birmingham’s Crescent 
Theatre from January 12 to 14. 

Tickets will be £15 for all perfor¬ 
mances and can be booked through 
the website at www.thefizzogs.com 
and there will also be a performance 
at Kidderminster’s Rose Theatre on 
February 4 and at the Theatre on 
the Steps in Bridgnorth from Febru¬ 
ary 9 to 11. 

Fizzog Productions was formed in 
2000 by Sue Hawkins, Jacky Fellows 
and Deb Nicholls. They will also 
stage A Black Country Fairy Tale... 
Ay It! at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre on October 27. Call the 
Grand’s box office on 01902 429 212. 



| AKA1 BRflun BOSCH BrcvUle 
WHEELCHAIRS 

cm 


PRESSURE 

COOKER 
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MOBILITY ACCESSORIES 

m ^ 


on purchases of 
£20 or above on 
production of 
this advert. 

Valid until 30th Sept 20161 
Halesowen Chronicle 
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HENRY AND HETTY 


DISCOUNT 


AIR FRYERS 


DYSON 


MICROWAVES 


ON PRODUCTION 


OF THIS ADVERT 


www.kettleandtoasterman.co.uk 

Kettle & Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Est over Tel: 01384 483 286 

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 

GRADED PRODUCT SPECIALIST 

All products will carry a quarantee 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily basis. 
We stock electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 90% off the 

normal retail selling price. 


Grandfather 
is attacked 
after he 
got pension 


POLICE have launched a hunt for muggers 
who attacked a terminally-ill pensioner as he 
went to get his hair cut in Brierley Hill town 
centre. 

Roy Weston was robbed of his and his wife’s week¬ 
ly pension money in broad daylight last Monday 
morning, September 12. 

The 78-year-old grandfather was pushed from behind by 


a man and a woman as the 
callous thieves pounced. 

Mr Weston had picked up 
the pension money from the 
post office and had walked 
the short distance to Pepe’s 
hairdressers in High Street 
at around 9.20am. He was 
attacked as he was about to 
walk through the door. 

The frail victim, who was 
diagnosed with terminal 
prostate cancer last year, 
was left shaken by the at¬ 
tack.. 

Mr Weston, who lives in 
Brierley Hill, said: “I left 
the wife in the hairdressers 
and went to the post office. I 
went back to the hairdress¬ 
ers and as I opened the door 
a man and a woman came 
from behind me and pushed 
me into the hairdressers. 
Before I realised it, my 
money had gone.” 

Mr Weston and his wife 
Maureen, 76, have been 
left scared to go into the 
town centre following the 
incident. He said: “It has 
knocked us about a bit, with 
my cancer. It has really 
upset us, it has frightened 
us. 

“We are frightened to go 
up the town and I have been 
going for years and years. 
I’ll always be looking be¬ 
hind.” 

His daughter Diane, 49, 
said: “I’m angry and upset. 


By Richard Guttridge 

Dad was diagnosed with ter¬ 
minal cancer last November 
and he has kept a smile on 
his face and not let it beat 
him but after this happened 
he cried a lot at home. He 
felt useless and I don’t want 
this to happen to anyone 
else.” 

Miss Weston pleaded with 
anybody who saw what hap¬ 
pened to help police catch 
the culprits. 

She said: “To mug an 
OAP of their pension money 
is disgusting. 

“If anybody has got in¬ 
formation about what hap¬ 
pened please come forward. 
How would you feel if it was 
your parents who had just 
been mugged? Please come 
forward.” 

Mr Weston previously 
worked at the Marsh and 
Baxter meat factory in the 
town before retirement. 

West Midlands Police 
spokeswoman Gina Lycett 
said: “We are appealing for 
information after a man had 
his pension stolen in Brier¬ 
ley Hill. 

“Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is urged to contact 
West Midlands Police or to 
contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111.” 


Lord Jones will not 
stand as metro mayor 

LORD Digby Jones has confirmed he will not run for the 
new West Midlands mayor role and has pledged his support 
to John Lewis boss Andy Street as his preferred candidate. 

The former Confederation of British Industry chief had 
considered a tilt at the role of metro mayor, overseeing the 
West Midlands Combined Authority from next May. 

But now he believes likely Tory candidate Mr Street will 
‘deliver in all the aspects’ required for the position. 

“Everyone knows I am passionate about the West Mid¬ 
lands,” said Lord Jones. “I want to see our region punch 
above its weight, engage with the rest of the world and 
make the most of every opportunity. Andy Street is the 
man to do this. He has the wealth of experience and is 
firmly on the side of business.” 

Mr Street will be up against Labour candidate Sion 
Simon and Beverley Nielsen for the Lib Dems when the 
metro mayor is elected on May 4. 
























































Funding hitch for 
busy roundabout 

A MULTI-MILLION pound scheme to tack¬ 
le congestion at a notorious roundabout has 
suffered a major blow after it was revealed 
there is uncertainty over funding. 

The Birchley Island in Oldbury would be 
spilt in two to allow traffic to run through 
the centre of it, under lplans by Sandwell 
Council to solve the congestion nightmare 
regularly experienced at the roundabout. 

But the Black Country Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP) - a crucial funding 
source for the scheme - said it does not 
know when cash from its Local Growth 
Fund will be available. 

Spokewoman Jaswinder Jandu said: “We 
will be supporting Sandwell Council in de¬ 
veloping this priority project over the next 
four years. Sandwell Council is continuing 
to work up the full cost of the scheme and 
develop the full business case.” 

The LEP said it was still committed to 
the project, although it does not feature in 
its spending projections for five years. 


Canal and tunnel trust in 
tourism awards triumph 

DUDLEY Canal and Tun¬ 
nel Trust are celebrating 
award-winning success. 

They beat competition from 
around the country to take home 
Canal and River Trust’s Living 
Waterways Award in the Recrea¬ 
tion and Tourism category 

The trust collected the award at the 
Canal and River Trust awards evening 
at Birmingham Town Hall. 

“We are delighted to have won the 
award,” said Nick Morris, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Dudley Canal and Tunnel 
Trust. 

“It is a real testament to the tre¬ 


mendous amount of hard work by 
Dudley Canal Trust staff and volun¬ 
teers to provide access to this remark¬ 
able historic site.” 

Dudley Canal Tunnel Trust has 
championed the restoration, main¬ 
tenance and enjoyment of the spec¬ 
tacular underground labyrinth of 
limestone mines and canal tunnels 
under Dudley for 55 years. 

It’s new £3.7million Portal Visitor 
Centre, on Birmingham New Road, 
with interactive exhibition gallery, 
learning space, Gongoozler restaurant 
and function room, shop and trip boat 
base, opened in October 2015. 

“Over the past 50 years the trust 


has operated from temporary build¬ 
ings adjacent to the canal and tun¬ 
nel entrances, but has long worked 
towards creating a centre to enhance 
the wonders of the caverns,” said Mr 
Morris. 

Our fantastic new Portal Visitor 
Centre has already doubled the num¬ 
bers of visitors to the site since it 
opened just under a year ago.” 

Christopher Rodrigues CBC, chair¬ 
man of the Living Waterways Awards 
Assessment Panel, praised the new fa¬ 
cilities. He said: “The trust certainly 
deserves to be recognised for their 
remarkable work to promote and cele¬ 
brate this important waterways site.” 



The Portal centre in Dudley 


Region’s business 
confidence slump 

BUSINESS confidence in the West Mid¬ 
lands has fallen with economic uncertain¬ 
ty and weaker UK demand being seen 
as the biggest threats to businesses’ for¬ 
tunes, according to the latest Business in 
Britain report from Lloyds Bank. 

The report, in its 24th year, surveyed 
the views of more than 1,500 UK com¬ 
panies, predominantly small to medium 
sized businesses, and tracks the overall 
‘balance’ of opinion on a range of impor¬ 
tant performance and confidence meas¬ 
ures, weighing up the percentage of firms 
that are positive in outlook against those 
that are negative. 

Its confidence index - an average of 
respondents’ expected sales, orders and 
profits over the next six months - has de¬ 
clined by 26 points to 13 per cent in the 
West Midlands since the previous survey 
in January. 


Book tribute to Black 
Country comedy king 



Angela Daniels with The Tommy Mundon Story 

THERE was plenty of laughter at the launch of a book 
dedicated to the memory of the Black Country’s King of 
Comedy, Tommy Mundon. 

The Halesowen-born comedian’s ability to ‘spread a little 
happiness’, was clear from the many jokes and amusing 
anecdotes fondly re-told by his friends, including by An¬ 
gela Daniels, the writer of his new biography The Tommy 
Mundon story. 

Addressing a packed room during the book launch at the 
Dudley Canal Trust on Friday, Angela said: “I wanted to 
use as much of Tommy’s own words as possible. I hope that 
in your mind’s ear you will hear Tommy telling the jokes.” 

The book aims to help continue the legacy of the comic 
who died in 2014 after a battle with Parkinson’s disease. 
The author knew Tommy for more than four decades, and 
explained that she had been able to gather a wealth of in¬ 
formation from around 100 contributors. 

The book’s printing costs have been donated by Morgan 
and Company Solicitors and the Black Country Society, 
enabling profits to be donated to Mary Stevens Hospice. 

Fire service ready for 
flood of applications 

SIXTY firefighters are being recruited by West Midlands 
Fire Service with bosses braced for an avalanche of appli¬ 
cations. 

More than 3,600 people applied for 50 firefighter jobs 
when the service last recruited in January 2015. But this 
time round, the jobs will be given only to candidates living 
in the West Midlands. In previous recruitment drives, ap¬ 
plications have come from across the globe. 

Fire service jobs in the UK have long been hotly con¬ 
tested. A service boss revealed that CVs have been received 
this week alone from Romania and Afghanistan but would 
not be considered. 

The jobs are largely replacements for firefighters who 
have recently retired or are coming up to retirement age. 

Before last year’s recruitment drive, the service had lost 
275 firefighters in the previous four years as a result of £22 
million cuts in Government funding. 




Modern large sofa in a textured fabric. 

WAS £999 SALEX499' 


Walnut finish dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £1059 SALL£853 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 

©MLLIAM&S0NS 

C^ SRAT % 

1996-2016 

Saturday 10-6pm 


YEARS 

Sunday 11-5pm 

Level Street 1 Merry Hill 1 Dudley 1 West Midlands 1 DY51UA 1 T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Order now for guaranteed Christmas Delivery... and we ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 

Abfcn Baker tfbaidj uuL <#*•»*• mAm* M» a| rauch ^ RNB Q - WADE 

0% APR 0<>/ ° APR Representative 'Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on reguest. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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Carcassonne, Cathar 
Country & Catalonia 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 

Departs Oct 23 2016, Apr 19, 23, May 11 & Jun 8 2017 

Cathar country in Languedoc-Roussillon is a land of legend, 
mystery and stunning scenery. In Carcassonne you will find the 
most complete medieval walled city in Europe. As well as getting 
to know this fascinating part of France you will also spend a couple 
of days on the Spanish coast with a chance to visit the Roman 
town of Tarragona. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights HB hotel accommodation 
(4 in France & 3 in Spain) 

• Full day excursion to Carcassonne and Rennes-le-Chateau 

• Free time in Figueras and Barcelona 

• Services of a tour representative 

Walking in Catalonia 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Departs Mar 15 & May 10 2017 

From your base on the coast there are a few local train lines which 
pass through unspoilt Catalan countryside, where pretty villages 
huddle around their church and wine cellar, unchanged by time. 

You use three of these lines to enjoy guided walks in the Priorat, 
Montblanc and the Prades Mountains. In your spare time you can 
take the mainline trains to Barcelona or Tarragona. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights FIB accommodation on the Costa Dorada 

• Three fully guided walks 

• Return rail fares to the walks 

• Option to extend your holiday 

• Services of a tour representative 


Organised by Preferred Travel Services. ABTA No. W3692. Atol No. 5537 
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 0116 279 3929 quote WEXP 
or visit: www.preferredts.com/wexp 



The unveiling of the Grand’s new backcloth with, front, from left, director Vicky Price, committee member Mike 
Barlow and director lain Watkins; back, chief executive Adrian Jackson, Friends treasurer Richard Bourne, 
Friends chairman Gordon Hands and committee member Tony Gull 


VISITORS to Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre will be seeing stars in 
their eyes when they visit the Lich¬ 
field Street venue thanks to a dazzling 
new stage backcloth that cost £25,000. 

The hi-tech curtains laced with 
LED lights have been bought by The 
Friends of the Grand as a major con¬ 
tribution towards the theatre’s £1.1 
million revamp, which has given the 
much-loved playhouse a glamorous 
1920s ambience. 

Treasurer of the Friends committee, 
Richard Bourne, said: “It is a major as¬ 


piration of the committee to support 
the theatre in every way possible. 

“Our membership which has grown 
significantly over the last few years 
and now has associated membership 
numbers approaching 5,000. 

Support 

“We are the third largest organisa¬ 
tion of its type in the UK. We want 
to keep growing in order to support 
the theatre and help chief executive 
Adrian Jackson and his team bring the 
best productions to Wolverhampton.” 


The Friends of the Grand offer a 
single membership for £21 per year, 
joint membership at £26, and member 
benefits include 15 per cent off most 
ticket prices. Members also get prior¬ 
ity booking on most productions and 
invites to special events. 

“It really is a great money saver but 
also a wonderful way to support your 
local theatre,” added Mr Bourne. 

To join ask at the Grand box office, 
pick up a leaflet or join online at www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk/become-a-member/ 
friendsofthegrand website. 




1 WE OFFER QUALITY UPVC 
WINDOWS AND DOORS AT 
QUALITY PRICES W 



Why pay more? 

Deal direct with the owners, 
no salesmen, and see the difference 

Doors from £450 
Composite Doors form £630 
Conservatories from £4500 
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WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 


Specialists in Door, Window, 
Porch and 

Conservatory Installations 
Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 
Misty units replaced 

WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON 
ALLUPVC PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Faulty door locks and window 
hinges replaced 


Hawthorn 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B63 3XB 

V(/1 n CJ O WS Tel: 0121 559 6320 


^CHRISTOPHER’S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 


Could you change a child's life? 

Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They 
work with them through challenges many parents will never encounter - 
and reap rewards they may never experience. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after children and 


young people since 1870. Foster with us and you become part of a skilled 
and dedicated team looking after children who are unable to live 
with their families. We provide full training and support and 
pay an allowance of at least £420 a week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or call the number 
below to speak with one of our friendly team. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 
0800 234 6282 |j □ @stchris1870 

Caring for children and young people si 



www.hawthorn-windows.co.uk 































































Gym efforts raise £3,600 
to help premature babies 


A PREMATURE baby unit has re¬ 
ceived a £3,600 donation thanks to 
the efforts of gym members keen to 
get fit and help a good cause. 

Run by Raj Kaur, Unique Fitness 
for Ladies Only is an independent 
gym based in Dudley. They have 
raised the generous sum through a 
series of activities including spon¬ 
sored aerobathons, raffles and fun 
days. 

For the first time this year some 
of the gym members also took up 
the challenge to reach 2,000 calories 
lost in under two hours, using the 
stepper. 

The money raised will be used to 
buy two syringe drivers for drip ma¬ 
chines for the Premature Baby Unit 
at Russells Hall Hospital. These ma¬ 
chines allow tiny amounts of fluid or 
medicines to be administered contin¬ 
uously to the babies. 


Congratulations for their efforts 
go to Lisa Brooks, Katie Rowley, 
Molly Tulloch, Zivile Zigariene, Joy 
Patel, Sara Gwynne, Teresa Smith, 
Gurjit Aujla and Jo Wilde. 

Karen Phillips, fundraising man¬ 
ager for the Dudley Group NHS 
Charity said: “Charitable donations 
to our neonatal unit make such a 
difference to our tiny patients and 
their parents during an extremely 
stressful time. 

“We are very grateful to Raj and 
the members of Unique Fitness who 
took part in the fundraising.” 

Gym boss Raj Kaur is the Mayor’s 
Pride of Dudley winner and will con¬ 
tinue to raise money for many local 
charities in the coming years to add 
to the gym members’ £20,000 they 
have already raised over the last five 
years. The next event is a 5km Mem¬ 
ory Walk for Alzheimer’s. 





Raj Kaur, centre, and gym member Doreen Cartwright present the cheque to Julie Marks at the Neonatal Unit 


Big music festival 
proposed for valley 

A MAJOR new music festival could be on its way to the 
Black Country with chart-topping stars on the bill and 
up to 240,000 music fans attending. 

Council chiefs are in discussions with a promotional 
firm involved with V Festival about bringing a major 
show to Sandwell Valley Country Park. 

Sandwell Council cabinet member for leisure, Coun¬ 
cillor Richard Marshall, said up to 80,000 people could 
attend each day of the event, which is in the works fol¬ 
lowing the success of this year’s Let’s Rock festival - an 
eighties music extravaganza that featured such famous 
names as Holly Johnson, Kim Wilde and Nick Heyward. 

Talks are still in the early stages but Councillor Mar¬ 
shall said the inaugural festival could be held next sum¬ 
mer if all goes to plan. 

He said: “I’ve said for years that Sandwell Valley is 
much better than Glastonbury. The potential we’ve got 
is enormous.” 

Councillor Marshall said the authority is ‘in the very 
early stages’ of discussing the project and still needs to 
come up with a business plan. 


Borough is 
bright spot 
after jump 
in jobless 


THERE has been a shock jump in unemploy¬ 
ment in the West Midlands, according to new 
figures that include the first month after the 
Brexit vote - but Dudley bucked the trend by 
recording a small fall in claimants. 

While the picture has been improving nationwide 
- buoyed by big falls in unemployment in the East of 
England, Scotland, the South East - the West Mid¬ 
lands saw its figure rise 


by 17,000 to 176,000 be¬ 
tween May and July. 

The highest unemploy¬ 
ment figure in more than 
a year made the West Mid¬ 
lands the worst performer 
of any UK region over those 
three months. 

Across the UK as a whole 
a total of 1.63 million people 
are unemployed - a fall of 
39,000 over the quarter and 
190,000 down compared 
with a year ago, giving a 
jobless rate of 4.9 per cent. 

But there was gloomier 
news as the number of peo¬ 
ple claiming unemployment 
benefits, such as Jobseeker’s 
Allowance, jumped by 2,400 
to 771,000 between July and 
August, the Office for Na¬ 
tional Statistics said. 

Yhat was reflected across 
the West Midlands, where it 
rose by 1,295 to 83,330. 

Rare 

In a rare bright spot the 
claimant count in Dudley 
fell by 20 to 5,685. 

In Wolverhampton the 
claimant count increased by 
185 to 6,830, or 4.3 per cent 
of the city’s working popula¬ 
tion. That is more than dou¬ 
ble the national claimant 
rate of 1.9 per cent. 

Walsall rose by 120 to 


By Simon Penfold 


4,905, while the number of 
people claiming unemploy¬ 
ment benefits in Sandwell 
rose by 30 to 7,185. In Kid¬ 
derminster and Wyre Forest 
it was up 40 at 745. 

In Staffordshire the num¬ 
ber claiming benefits was up 
by 120 to 5,080 but the pic¬ 
ture was generally better in 
the south of the county. The 
number claiming benefits in 
Lichfield rose 20 to 415 but 
the claimant count in Staf¬ 
ford fell 20 to 670. Across 
Cannock Chase the claimant 
count was also down by 20 
to 715 and in South Staffs it 
fell by 15 to 700. 

Meanwhile, the overall 
number of people in work in 
the West Midlands rose be¬ 
tween May and July. 

Minister for Employment, 
Damian Hinds, said: “When 
it comes to our jobs market, 
we’ve made great progress 
since 2010 with employment 
up in every region. It’s good 
news in the West Midlands 
where there’s a near record 
of 2.66 million people in 
work, a rise of almost 60,000 
in the last year alone.” 

Across the UK the em¬ 
ployment rate remained at a 
record high of 74.5 per cent. 


Infamous poisoners 
are to haunt house 


HADEN Hill House will be turned into a haunted house 
this autumn when theatre company Don’t Go Into The 
Cellar arrives at the venue. 

On October 13 The Friends of Haden Hill Estate has in¬ 
vited the theatre company to return to Haden Hill House 
with Murder by Gaslight, an audience with two of the most 
infamous poisoners in British history - William Palmer and 
Harvey Crippen. 

The interactive show features lashings of black humour, 
said Alison Hyatt, visitor services officer at Haden Hill 
House. Tickets are £7 including light refreshments for per¬ 
formances at 6pm and 8pm. 

Then, on November 2, the company moves onto Wednes- 
bury Museum and Art Gallery where they will be perform¬ 
ing Dracula’s Ghost starting at 8pm. It is £6 per ticket. 

The performances are suitable for over-14s.Visit 
sandweh.gov.uk/joininmuseums to book. 
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£ 35,000 
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Express & Star 

CASH FOR YOUR 

COMMUNITY 


CASH GIVEAWAY O HomeServe 



Small Wonders Stay and Play Group was the big winner scooping £4,067 in last year’s Cash for Your Community. Who will it be this year? 



The Express & Star and HomeServe have teamed up again 


It’s showtime! Tipton Arts are in the running Can Sandwell Hospital Radio top the tokens charts? 


Help YOUR 
community 
to win cash 

THIS is your opportunity to help 
groups in your local area win a 
share of £35,000. 

In conjunction with West Midlands-based 
firm HomeServe, the Express & Star launched 
the Cash For Your Community campaign last 
week giving 150 qualifying organisations the 
chance to benefit from a slice of the prize fund 
by collecting tokens. 

The top three groups collecting the most 
will receive an additional cash bonus of 
£1,000 with the remaining £32,000 divided 
proportionately between all the groups who 
qualify for a share. 

HomeServe Membership CEO Martin Ben¬ 
nett said: “As passionate supporters of our 
local community for more than 20 years, we 
are proud to once again work in partnership 
with the Express & Star on Cash For Your 
Community. 

Enthusiastic 

“It is fantastic to see the recipients of the 
funding bringing to life their projects which 
are directly benefitting their communities. The 
HomeServe People are always enthusiastic 
about helping their communities and jump 
at the chance to get involved, whether volun¬ 
teering to help local causes or fundraising for 
charity so I have no doubt that they will fully 
get behind this initiative again.” 

We have included a bonus token below for 
you to cut out and pass on. A list of groups, 
along with their addresses can be found at 
expressandstar.com/cfyc. Please do not send 
your tokens to the Express & Star they must 
be sent direct to your chosen cause. 

And you can help them even more by col¬ 
lecting the tokens which will be printed each 
day in the Express & Star until Saturday, Oc¬ 
tober 22. The top groups will be invited to a 
prize giving ceremony at Walsall FC in De¬ 
cember. 

• Order your copies of the Express & Star 
by calling freephone 0800 146 540. 


Express & Star 

CASH FOR YOUR 

COMMUNITY 


BONUS TOKEN 


j In partnership with £ HomeServe 

_ » 

Check out the groups at expressandstar.com/cfyc 
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Delivering effortless customer service 

For more information about us, please visit: 

homeserve.com 


HomeServe 


































Gazza ‘hurting inside’ 
after racist jibe shame 


FORMER England footballer Paul 
Gascoigne was fined £1,000 at Dud¬ 
ley Magistrates Court after admit¬ 
ting racially abusing a black security 
guard at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

He was also ordered to pay £1,000 
compensation to Errol Rowe over 
the comment made in front of 
hundreds of people during his ‘An 
Evening with Gazza’ show last year. 
The bodyguard was standing in the 
shadows at the side of the stage 
when Gascoigne asked him “can you 
smile so I can see you?” during the 
show. But he denied an allegation 
that he had made a comment in the 
dressing room that he “didn’t know 
my security had a sun tan”. 

Mr Rowe said he had been “humil¬ 
iated” and reduced to tears by the 
abuse from his football hero. 

District Judge Graham Wilkinson 
told the former Newcastle, Spurs 
and Glasgow Rangers player that 
his words were “insidious racism” 
and that he had targeted Mr Rowe 
because of his colour in order to “get 
a laugh.” 

“Mr Rowe was clearly humiliated 
on stage because of no other reason 
than the colour of his skin. This is a 
very serious offence.” 

Lawyer Gavin Harris told the 
court: “Mr Gascoigne is sorry for 


the offence he caused Mr Rowe that 
evening.” 

Mr Harris added: “The words used 
were not said out of malice but were 
from a bygone age.” 

Dressed in a pinstripe suit, Gazza, 
49, who lives in Poole, Dorset, signed 
autographs and posed for pictures 
with fans before heading into court 
to plead guilty to racially-aggravated 
harassment. 

Judge Wilkinson told Gascoigne: 
“It is important in our multi-cul¬ 
tural, multi-racial society we chal¬ 
lenge racially-aggravated behaviour 
in all forms. It is the creeping, low- 
level racism society still needs to 
challenge. 

“I accept you grew up in a differ¬ 
ent time but we live in the 21st cen¬ 
tury. Grow up with it or keep your 
mouth closed, Mr Gascoigne.” 

He was ordered to pay £600 in 
court costs before being driven away 
in a Porsche. 

Gascoigne took to Twitter after 
his sentencing at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court on Monday. 

He wrote: “I’m an easy go lucky 
guy I want an easy life & I think 
everyl is my family what ever race. 
I’m sad this has come to this I’m 
smiling outside but inside I’m hurt¬ 
ing.” 



Fined £1,000 - Paul Gascoigne arrives at Dudley Magistrates Court to be greeted by a media scrum 


£145m apartment 
block to be built on 
city’s Broad Street 

BIRMINGHAM is to see another addition to its high- 
rise skyline, with a £145 million tower block of flats that 
will be built on Broad Street. 

The 37-storey tower, opposite Brindleyplace, will 
house 450 apartments, all offered for rent. 

The scheme has been put together in a joint venture 
by developer Moda Living and financial backers Apache 
Capital Partners. The designs, drawn up by Glenn How¬ 
ells Architects, also include 30,000 sq ft of communal 
amenity space including a sky lounge, meeting rooms 
and indoor/outdoor cinema and fitness suite. There will 
also be a roof terrace with a 200m running track and 
landscaped gardens. 

In addition there will be around 35,000 sq ft of addi¬ 
tional retail, office and leisure space across the scheme. 

Lee Savage, UK development director of Moda Living, 
said: “This site fits in perfectly with our strategy of tar¬ 
geting central locations in major urban areas, where we 
can deliver high quality rental housing at scale to pro¬ 
fessionals let down by the buy-to-let market while also 
supporting on-going regeneration efforts.” 

Richard Jackson, co-founder and managing director 
of Apache Capital Partners, said: “This prime site is 
perfectly placed in the heart of central Birmingham and 
will deliver a completely new standard of residence and 
lifestyle for the city centre rental market whilst also be¬ 
coming part of the local community and supporting the 
city’s continued strong growth.” 


Hospital 
trust pays 

out £l4m 

over errors 

THE TRUST which runs Sandwell Hospital 
paid out £14.4 million to compensate for 
mistakes in the last financial year - up more 
than £9m on the year before. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust made 
the payments, which include damages as well as le¬ 
gal costs, in 2015/16. This was a rise by £9.5m from 
2014/15 when they paid out £4.9m. 

But bosses of SWB Trust 


put the sharp rise down to 
clinical negligence claims 
from previous years which 
had only recently been set¬ 
tled. 

Trust spokesman Vanya 
Rogers said: “It doesn’t 
mean a rash of bad care, 
it was a year when a lot of 
claims were settled.” 

Director of Governance 
Kam Dhami said the health 
organisation ‘regretted’ 
where claims have been 
made. 

She said: “We regret any 
instances where claims are 
made against the trust, as 
we are always striving to 
provide safe high quality 
care. The NHS Litigation 
Authority deal with claims 
on our behalf. 

Years 

“Some claims can take a 
number of years to be set¬ 
tled. The figures quoted 
represent the amount paid 
out in that year. That will 
include cases from multiple 
prior years. 

“Because of this year on 
year comparison does not, 
alone, show anything about 
the quality of care in the 
trust today.” 

The figures have been 


By Jamie Brassington 

published by the NHS Lit¬ 
igation Authority, which 
manages negligence claims 
against the NHS in Eng¬ 
land. 

Out of the £14.4million 
paid out last year, £3.3m 
went toward claimant 
legal costs. The trust spent 
£1.2m on defence costs. It 
left £9.9m for compensation 
paid out to patients, rela¬ 
tives or staff. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham NHS Trust also 
run Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal in Birmingham. 

Another Black Country 
hospital trust saw a similar 
rise in costs and damages. 
Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust, which runs Manor 
Hospital in Walsall, paid 
out £15.2m in costs and 
damages in the last financial 
year, rising by £9.1m from 
the year before. 

The Royal Wolverhamp¬ 
ton NHS Trust, which runs 
New Cross Hospital, saw a 
reduction of around £5.5m 
on 2015/16, and the Dudley 
Group of Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, which 
runs Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal, saw a decrease of nearly 
£2.5m this year. 


Coffee morning 

A WORLD’S Biggest Coffee Morning event will take place 
in Stourbridge in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Sue McDowall and Sheila Wrigley will host it in aid of 
the charity at Wollaston Methodist Church Hall, in Cobden 
Street, between 9.30am and 11.30.am on October 1. 

All proceeds will go directly to the charity and guests can 
enjoy a cuppa, biscuit and chat. 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE 



SALE NOW ON 

SAVE UP 
TO 75% 


Solid Oak Dining Table 
& Chairs to clear 


C SOFAS AND CHAIRS 

front 595 mDE 70 0RDER ■ ANY SIZE 

(available in light and dark oak ) FREE HOME DELIVERY 

* l 1 FREE REMOVAL OF YOOR OLD RED 

i LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC 
AND LEATHER SUITES 

2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

[Various Colours and Designs] 


3 seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 




•.SUITES • BFUS TlM MTCFSSrS • SOFAS 

! All reduced to a fractiorlJofJReirTnormal price 


Special offers for 
senior citizens 

If you can’t come to us 
we will come to you. 


Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 
To Clear 

from £69 



U P TO;£i ; OOO P A R T EXCHANGE 
itfiFOR YOUR OLD SUITE 




K3i. 

*1 

Dreamworld 

furniture 

L> 

LUXURY 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 

NOW £295 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 



LARGE FREE CAR PARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm | Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


i 


Made to 
Measure 

Reclinersand Riser 
Recliners Available 


1 

Your chair, 

SffioieESBaMMillD 


11000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 
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Sarah has a Ghost of a chance in musical 


That Unchained Melody moment at the potter’s wheel with Andy Moss and Sarah Harding in the new production 
of Ghost The Musical, being staged in Birmingham until Saturday 


Ghost the Musical 
New Alexandra Theatre 
Birmingham 

THERE are only two words that read¬ 
ers, theatre-goers and music lovers 
will want to see in this review - Sarah 
Harding. 

The former Girls Aloud singer is the 
reason this production has been hit¬ 
ting the headlines, and sadly not in a 
good way. 

While she was a member of one of 
the most successful girl bands of this 
generation, and therefore likely to get 


plenty of bums on seats, her acting 
abilities have been called into ques¬ 
tion. Indeed she has been frankly 
savaged by critics and on social media 
for, initially, her stint on Coronation 
Street and lately for her role as Molly 
in this production. 

Is she that bad? Well no, she’s not 
THAT bad. This is Ghost the MUSI¬ 
CAL and she does have a beautiful 
voice. Three Little Words, her duet 
with Sam played by Andy Moss, is 
stirring, her solo number With You is 
a lovely, touching ballad and she per¬ 


forms a moving version of Unchained 
Melody. Her portrayal of Molly, how¬ 
ever, is very limited. Her scenes of 
grief lack depth or emotion. 

Ex-Hollyoaks star Moss portrays 
a very likeable Sam which makes his 
sudden death the more tragic. Then, 
as Ghost Sam, he really shines in his 
scenes with the real star of the show 
- medium Oda Mae Brown played by 
Jacqui Dubois in the role immortalised 
in the 1990 film by Whoopi Goldberg 
It runs until Saturday. 

Diane Davies 


showcased at the double 


Songwriters 

Dan Whitehouse, Boo Hewerdine 

Henry Tudor House, Shrewsbury 

WOLVERHAMPTON singer-song- 
writer Dan Whitehouse is currently 
on tour with his Reveal Records label 
mate and songwriting hero Boo Hew¬ 
erdine, adding up to a formidable dou¬ 
ble bill of talented musicianship. 

First up at the delightful small 
venue, on the third floor of a medieval 
pub, Whitehouse arrived with a fine 
new album to promote, That’s Where 
I Belong. 

Stripped down to voice and electric 
guitar, the album’s songs lost no im¬ 


pact. In fact, they became even more 
intense given the singer-songwriter’s 
emotive, whole-hearted delivery, par¬ 
ticularly That’s Where I Belong, You 
Brought The Sunshine and, one of his 
earlier songs, Why Don’t We Dance. 

He was back on stage as Hewer- 
dine’s co-guitarist on several songs 
including the rocking Sweet Honey In 
The Rock and Muddy Water. 

Former front man of 80s band The 
Bible, Hewerdine can be described as 
the songwriter’s songwriter, span¬ 
ning genres from pop to folk and back 
again. 


He is also a genial, witty performer 
whose impressive set included his ‘one 
hit’ Patience of Angels (it was covered 
by Eddi Reader) and the freewheeling 
Harvest Gypsies. 

He also showcased Cinderella, a 
song from a musical he is developing 
with Squeeze’s Chris Difford, and a 
tribute to David Bowie, entitled Swim¬ 
ming In Mercury, from a new album 
due next year. 

Catch them if you can at The 
Kitchen Garden Cafe in Kings Heath 
on Wednesday, October 5. 

Leon Burakowski 


Tuffers now 
spinner of 
good tales 

An Evening with Aggers 
and Tuffers, Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham 

“TUFFERS, lend us your 
brain, I want to build an id¬ 
iot.” The words of Austral¬ 
ian wicketkeeper Ian Healy 
in the best ‘sledging’ Phil 
Tufnell had been on the re¬ 
ceiving end of, he says. 

Of course, it’s easy to for¬ 
get he was once a cricketer. 
The 2003 King of the Jun¬ 
gle has also had stints on 
The Jump and Strictly and 
is a captain on A Question 
of Sport. All these formed 
the basis of this stage show 
with Test Match Special col¬ 
league Jonathan Agnew. 

A decent spinner, Tuffers 
can spin a yarn, too. He was 
on good form with humor¬ 
ous anecdotes of his time 
Down Under, both as a 
sportsman, and on I’m A Ce¬ 
lebrity. Video highlights in¬ 
cluded a clip from Strictly to 
which he still remembered 
the moves five years on. 

Questions were asked by 
the audience, while Aggers 
was the perfect foil with sto¬ 
ries from his own career as 
a player and a broadcaster. 

Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



The cast of The Importance of Being Earnest at Birmingham Rep, with Cathy Tyson far left 


Wilde comedy is 
delivered at a 

The Importance of Being Earnest 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre 

OSCAR Wilde pokes fun at the church, the 
family and marriage as well as the idleness 
of the upper class in Victorian England in 
this comic play. 

Director Nikolai Foster uses a discon¬ 
certing mirrored set designed to give a con¬ 
temporary context but sometimes is just a 
distraction. The costumes are eye-catching 
but there are some strange anomalies, such 
as a dress cropped above the knees in a 


crisp, witty and 
cracking pace 

most un-Victorian way. The casting is su¬ 
perb. The script, full of well-known quotes, 
is delivered crisply and at a cracking pace. 

Cathy Tyson gives a superb performance 
as Lady Bracknell. It’s a haughty and im¬ 
perious portrayal avoiding the stereotype 
Edith Evans delivery of that famous ‘hand¬ 
bag’ line. Edward Franklin, as Algy, and 
Fela Lufadeju, as John, succeed in their at¬ 
tempts to be Earnest. The play continues at 
Birmingham Rep until Saturday. 

Jerald Smith 



Quote: JGRT 
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PORTSMOUTH’S 
VICTORIAN FESTIVAL 
OF CHRISTMAS 

Sat 26 to Mon 28 Nov 

Your break includes 

>/ 2 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at a 
selected hotel, Bournemouth 

Entrance to Portsmouth's Victorian 
Festival of Christmas 

S Free time in Bournemouth 

Return coach travel from Halesowen 
& Stourbridge 


3 Day Break 


CORNISH 

HOUSE PARTY 

Fri 2 to Mon 5 Dec . 

Your break includes 

3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Pentire Hotel, Newquay 

Happy Hour before dinner every 
evening 

Entertainment on two nights 
Y Excursions to Falmouth & Padstow 
/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


4 Day Break 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
BY CANDLELIGHT 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

Sat 17 to Sun 18 Dec 

Your break includes 

V 1 night bed & breakfast at a selected 
hotel, London area 

y/ Ticket to Christmas Carols by 

Candlelight at the Royal Albert Hall 

V' Free time in London 

Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


2 Day Break 


mw £109 " 


SAVE £10 PER PERSON SAVE £10 PER PERST1 !*flfE £10 PER PERSON 

- ~ J - K - 

V 08432 244 217 /■k-' k pr 

pvj , V hjj I access charge. Calls from mobiles may 

^ J UStgOhOlidayS.com/RT ^ (SJjustgoholidayS ) vary. Single supplements and terms apply 


i ss®© ) g o o 


Sms 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


r m 

^coy£ fi fi £ a s 
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All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 


Open 7 days a week 

07920 8857 74 
.r 01384 24 09 56 


(tr&OiZRdfit (ShrriTrftfttfT&f&fnrjX 



Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


Playhouses, Summer 
Houses and all types of 
fence panels and bays 

Fitted, delivered 
and erected 

SPECIAL OFFER 
6x5 0|P only £15 





]*! 

n 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

i _ 

U 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 



FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


00093031003 


DOULTON DOORS T ; 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors m M 


Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors Covers All Popular Brands 


Visit Us At 

Doulton 
Trading Est., 
Doulton Road, 
Rowley Regis 
B65 8JG 


II Types < 

Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 I 01543 499012 
\ Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721 783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


U 



We Have Everything from Wrought Iron Gates & 
Canopy to Side Hung Styles Railings available 





























































Royal recognition for 
service to community 



British Empire Medal recipient Jean Fletcher of Dudley with Vice Lord-Lieu¬ 
tenant, Colonel George Marsh TD and Mayor of Dudley, Councillor Moham¬ 
med Hanif, and Mayoress Zabeda Khanam 



Shahzada Saleem receives his medal Lynne Jankowska with Colonel Marsh 


RESIDENTS from across the 
Black Country have been 
awarded British Empire Med¬ 
als for their services to the 
community. 

A total of eight people were 
awarded the prestigious medals, 
also known as the BEM, including 
three from Dudley. 

They were all given their medals 
by the Vice Lord-Lieutenant of West 
Midlands, Colonel George Marsh TD, 
at a special ceremony at Birmingham’s 
Council House in the city centre. 

One of those receiving applause was 
83-year-old Jean Fletcher from Priory 
Court, Dudley. Mrs Fletcher currently 
volunteers one day a week at Mary 
Stevens Hospice, after working as a 
nurse until she was 76. 

After receiving her BEM for com¬ 
munity service, Mrs Fletcher said: “I 
am very happy to receive the award. 
I volunteer once a week or when they 
need me, which I enjoy.” 

Health 

Another Dudley resident to re¬ 
ceive the silver medal was Lynne 
Jankowska, from Wordsley. 

The 64-year-old was awarded hers 
for services to health, being one of 
Dudley and Walsall Mental Health 
Partnership Trusts’ longest serving 
experts. 

In her role she has helped to make 
improvements to the design and deliv¬ 
ery of the trust’s services. 

She said: “I am delighted with the 
award, it was such a jolly occasion and 
everybody obviously had been working 
very hard. 

“I never thought I would get a medal 
for my work, I was amazed really. ” 

The final Dudley resident to receive 
their award was athlete Shahzada 
Saleem. Mr Saleem, from Ploverdale 
Crescent, Kingswinford, is a former 
stone-lifting champion who also goes 
by the title King Shazad. 

A champion stone lifer from 1985 
to 1996, the 51-year-old set up the 
Shazad Academy after he retired from 
the sport. 

The academy has helped young and 


disadvantaged residents turn their 
lives around. 

In 2001 he set up the self-funding 
Kashmir Youth forum. The voluntary 
organisation has made a ‘significant 
contribution to community cohesion’. 

He said: “Getting a medal from her 
majesty - you cannot ask for anything 


more. I achieved so many medals in my 
life, gold medals, trophies, everything, 
but this is one of the best. 

“My legacy is complete now, I 
trained hard all my life for this. I am 
so happy about this, all my family and 
friends are excited and happy as well. “ 



“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXi ULL 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



4 * ■ 
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THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


£2 MILLION 

■ OF STOCK # 
MOST GO!!! 


MAKING YOUR POUND GO FURTHER SINCE 1956! 




HUGE RANGE OF 
CHRISTMAS TREES 

(ARTIFICIAL/PRE-UT/FIBRE 
OPTIC) CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND 
DECORATIONS HOW IN STORE! 

EARLY GIRO DEALS! 



OPENING 

HOURS 

Mon-Wed 
9.30am - 6pm. 
Thurs 9.30 - 8pm 
Fri/Sat 
9.30am - 6pm. 
Sun 10am-4pm 
BIRMINGHAM STORE 
Sunday opening 
11am -5pm 


BIRMINGHAM BILST0N 

New Canal Street, Loxdale Street, 

Digbeth B5 5PL W’ton WV14 OTP 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 

(oKfflo) (TO) & 2 , eggi 

\55KW5K.[Mlteo®®DlHllS. 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 
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Tasty times at Bangla Lounge 


Commercial feature 

The Bangla Lounge on High Street 
in Halesowen is an authentic 
contemporary Indian restaurant serving 
age old family recipes combined with 
21st century mouth-watering twists. 

Bari, the owner, and his team have been 
serving Indian cuisine in Halesowen for the 
last 11 years, all hand crafted by the Bangla 
Lounge’s award-winning chefs. 

“We are a popular restaurant with a big 
difference, offering family values entwined with 
outstanding service,” said Bari. 

The restaurant offers guests 2-for-1 on main 
meals (eat in only) from Sunday to Thursday, 
or for those who don’t fancy going out for a 
meal, they can order a takeaway and get 20 per 
cent discount with free home delivery service 
available. 

“If you’re somebody who usually sticks to 
their favourite dish, why not try our Sunday 
evening all-you-can-eat buffet, excellent value 
for money £9.95 per person with a selection of 
starters, mains with lamb, chicken, vegetables, 
rice, naan and chips, even dessert and coffee,” 
said Bari. The buffet is served from 5pm with 
more than 20 dishes to choose from. 

At Bangla Lounge people can dine, relax, 
laugh, chat, celebrate and entertain in cosy and 
contemporary surroundings. 

If you want to celebrate a special occasion, 
then book the function room and get VIP 
treatment. Exclusive use bookings are now 
being taken for Christmas parties with set menu 
prices starting at £12.95 per person. Book early 
to avoid disappointment. 

Bangla Lounge, which is rated five stars for 
hygiene, will be open for Christmas Day lunch, 
Indian and traditional meals available at £25.95 
per person. 




0121 585 720 

banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 




FOOD HYGIENE RATING 


discount- 


Sunday Buffet 

from 5pm 

Adult £ 9.95 child £ 5.95 

Help yourself to as much as you like 


Friday Night 
Banauetina .OWe rsI 

£ 12.95 

Any Starter - Any Main - Rice and Naan T or VegjSjde 1 
Coffee and Ice Cream 


tripadvisorir 

Certificate of 
excellence 


. . ... Tv * ■ , , . ,■ 

Bookings beihg taken for Christmas Parties 

Set Menu available from £12.95pp 


take-awj 


RESTAURANT 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen B63 3BQ 
0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 


Function Room Available 
for Private Parties 
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TraOelstyle coach houdays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


Horror show 


■jfifUj 

-a. \ S 1 

jtt- \ i_ 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


Rhydian’s shop stint 

See Page 23 


w 

For full listings see 




Prison break 

See Page 23 


every Friday 



10CT • MOTOWN • WICKED 

8 OCT . SUNNY AFTERNOON. PHANTOM 

15 OCT • LES MISERABLES 

22OCT. ALADDIN.LION KING 

29 OCT. THE WIND AND THE WILLOWS IN SALFORD 

29 OCT. MATILDA. JERSEY BOYS 

5 NOV .MAMMA MIA. BEAUTIFUL a mystery 

12 NOV. MOTOWN. ALADDIN SH0W 

19 NOV • KINKY BOOTS • CHARLIE b CHOC FACTORY 

24 NOV. ELVIS ■ SCREEN SPECTACULAR 

26 NOV. LES MISERABLES. WICKED 

3 DEC • BILLY ELLIOT IN MANCHESTER 

3 DEC > PHANTOM .JERSEY BOYS 

3 DEC • ALFIE BOE b MICHAEL BALL IN SHEFFIELD (B&B) 

L 10 DEC > MAMMA MIA • ALADDIN 



LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

12,19, 26 NOV Xmas party night + most drinks 2 for 16-9pm e69.9S 
EXETER & BATH CHRISTMAS MARKETS 
26 NOV, 3,10 DEC Xmas party night in Torquay Hotel e69.95 

CHATSWORTH AT CHRISTMAS & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 
19,26 NOV, 10 DEC Admission to Chatsworth House included! e89.95 
BRONTE STEAM & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 
12,19 NOV Steam train ride included e79.95 

BURY MARKET, STEAM & MANCHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 
12,19, 26 NOV East Lancs steam train ride included e79.95 


BOURNEMOUTH 
GARDENS OF 
LIGHT & 
WINCHESTER 
XMAS MARKET 
27 NOV, 11 DEC 
Fabulous illuminated 
spectacle plus party 
night in hotel_^A_ 
STAR BUY 
ONLY £59.95 



2 DAYS £79.95 


L 

FREED 

.ONDON 1 

OM WEEKEND 

m 

jm 


2 DAYS £79.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
* Includes River Explorer Cruise b Beatles Tour 



OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Maximum free time in london for shopping or sightseeing 




CHRISTMAS PA RTY TRIBUTE WEEKENDS 
2 DAYS £69.95 


I * LEEDS CHRISTKINDLEMARKT 
I & YORK ST NICHOLAS FAYRE 



I Staying at the Grand Hotel, 
I Scarborough 

| 27 NOV *ABBA 
I 4 DEC ★DIANA ROSS 


I ★LLANDUDNO & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 

20 NOV Grand Hotel, Llandudno ★ROD STEWART 
★CHESTER & CHATSWORTH CHRISTMAS MARKET 
20 NOV Daresbury Hotel ★LIONEL RITCHIE 
★CHESTER & MATLOCK VICTORIAN XMAS MARKET 
4 DEC Daresbury Hotel ★FREDDIE MERCURY | 
★LIVERPOOL & CHESTER CHRISTMAS MARKET 
4 DEC Grand Hotel, Llandudno ★MICHAEL BUBLE 



WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science b 
Natural History Museums 


VBBB3B 



BOURNEMOUTH 



LLANDUDNO 



24 Oct, 

28 Nov, 5 Dec 


You May Also Like: Christmas/Yuletide/New Year breaks from £99.95 
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thefastticket 


Listings for September 23 - 29 


Queen’s Head 

CARVERY EVERY Mon - Fri 12pm - 3pm 
DAY OF THE WEEK Sat-Sun 12pm-6pm 

MAIN MENU EVERY DAY 


W 


Pool Table/Darts 

Now Available 
Teams Required 


% 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT 


Every Friday and Saturday 8pm 'til late 

0121 5858228 

Birmingham Street, Halesowen B63 3HN 


| NEW FOOD MENU 



• Great Cask Ales • Beer Garden 
• Function Room • Families Welcome 


Barry welcomes you to 


THE LIGHTHOUSE 

Coombes Road, Halesowen 0121559 7953 



HAGLEY CATHOLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL DY8 2XL 

SUNDAY 25 th SEPTEMBER 
9 00 AM - 3.30 PM 

£1 ENTRY U16 FREE & FREE PARKING 
facebook.com/clarkeevents 
admin@clarke-events.com 07581 250 722 



ANTIQUE COLLECTORS 
& VINTAGE FAIR 
UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 


V, 




(SATNAVST14 8BD) 

VIA STAFFORD RD/A449 & B5013 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
24/25TH SEPTEMBER 
100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 


PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 



Ronan 

Keating 



Monday and Tuesday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The Boyzone singer gone solo comes 
to Brum for two consecutive nights 
touring his 10th studio album, Time Of 
My Life - and expect some of the old 
favourites too. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Joan 

Collins 



Monday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, Birmingham 
Glamorous movie star and best-selling 
author Dame Joan will share some se¬ 
crets from her long career and will take 
questions from the audience along with 
husband Percy Gibson. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Dead 

Sheep 



Monday - Saturday, various 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
Just days before the city hosts the 
Conservative Party Conference, Spit¬ 
ting Image’s Steve Nallon returns to his 
role as Margaret Thatcher in Jonathan 
Maitland’s play on her downfall. 

Visit Birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Alvin Ailey 
Dance Theatre 



Today - tomorrow, various 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
The acclaimed company led by 
Robert Battle present two different 
programmes on consecutive days with 
African, American, Cuban and Latin 
American influences. 

Visit birminghamhippodrome.com 


CLUBBING 

Propaganda 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The Annie Mac Presents 
All Day Raves: Birmingham 

Tomorrow, 

The Rainbow Arena, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

RNB. JAZZ. BLUES- 

REGGAE & MOTOWN 

Tru Groove 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Kirk Fletcher & Brothers Groove 

Tomorrow, 

Tower Of Song, Birmingham, 

B30 3EL. Call 0121 486 1300 

Walsall Jazz Orchestra 

Mon, 

Forest Arts Centre, WS3 1AG. 

Call 01922 654555 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

The Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

POP 

McFly - Show Three 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Absolute Blondie 

Tonight, £12.50-£15 
Huntingdon Hall, Crowngate 
Shopping Centre, Worcester, 

WR1 3LD. 

Call 01905 611427 

The Weekend 
Anthems by Killerstream 

Tomorrow, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Musicians Against 
Homelessness - charity show 

Tomorrow, £7 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

Ronan Keating 

Mon - Tue, £35 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Derek Ryan - This is Me 

Thu, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 


ROCK 
& METAL 

Lizzie and the Banshees - A 
tribute to Siouxsie and the 
Banshees 

Tonight, £7 - £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, 

B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Beat starring Dave Wakeling 

Tonight, £18-£20 
The Robin 2, 

Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Small Fakers - 
Small Faces tribute 

Tomorrow, £7 - £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Justin Hayward 

Tomorrow, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Remi Harris in Concert 

Tomorrow, 

The Market Theatre, Ledbury, 

HR8 2AQ. 

Call 07967-517125 

One Night of Queen 

Tomorrow, £17 - £20 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

A Foreigners Journey 

Sun, £10-£12 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Toseland 

Wed, £8 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

and 

Thu, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552122 

FESTIVALS 

Free Reign - folk rock festival 

Sun, £5 - £6 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

COUNTRY. FOLK 

& ACOUSTIC 

The Gloaming 

Sun, £22.50 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The Acoustic Sessions 

Tue, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 


CLASSICAL 

G4 Back For Good Tour 

Tue, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

COMEDY 

The Importance 
Of Being Earnest 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Josh Widdicombe: 

What Do I Do Now... 

Tonight, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

Barnstormers Comedy 
September 2016 

Tomorrow, £14 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Jeremy Hardy 

Tomorrow, £15.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Nina Conti: In Your Face 

Sun, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Dead Sheep 

Mon - Thu, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Pete Firman: TriX 

Wed, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

King Kong Comedy Club 

Thu, 

Gunmakers Arms pub, 
Birmingham, B4 6HG. 

Call 0121 236 8486 

WiFi Wars 

Thu, £10-£15 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1 PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Puppetry of the Penis 
- The Vegas Show 
Thu, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

THEATRE 

Ghost 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Vesta by Chris Jaeger 

Tonight, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 


Justin LIVE! 

Sun, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 42 92 12 

That’ll Be The Day 

Wed, £20.50 - £24.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

The Tempest 

Mon, £10-£14 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Jane McDonald 

Tomorrow, 

Victoria Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, 
cfi ^An 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Let’s Hang On 

Tomorrow, £15 - £18.50 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

Sing-a-Long-a Grease 

Sun, 

Victoria Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 3AD. Call 0844 871 7649 

CATS 

Mon - Thu, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR Call 0844 871 7649 

Ministry of Science LIVE 

Mon, £11 -£14.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

Norma 

Mon, £8-£17 

Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 

SY8 1AZ. Call 01584 878141 

Open Door: Disorder 

Mon, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Little Shop of Horrors 

Tue - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Caroline Jariwala - Mosaics 

Today - Thu, 

Winterbourne House and Garden, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2RT. 

Call 0121 414 3003 

The Art Of Slowing Down 

Today, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 

Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

The Birmingham Whisky Club 
Presents: Craig’s List - ‘Fine & 
Rare’ 

Today, 

The Wellington, Birmingham, 

B2 5SN. 

Call 0121 200 3115 


Neon Night Run - 
Mary Stevens Hospice 

Tonight, 

Himley Hall and Park, Dudley, 
DY3 4DF. 

Call 01902 895207 

Kadamb Dance 
Company: Bahukon 

Today, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Desperado 

Tonight - tomorrow, £17 
Theatre on the Steps, Bridgnorth, 
WV16 4BD. 

Call 01746 766477 

Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theatre 

Today - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Sara Barker 

Today - Thu, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Zilvinas Kempinas 

Today - Thu, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Information Lecture: Help and 

Healing on the Spiritual Path 

through the teaching of Bruno 

Groening 

Tomorrow, Free 

The Polish Millenium Centre, 

See http://www.bruno-groening. 
org/english/ 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

All The Worlds A Stage Arts 
Festival 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, 

Stoke-on-Trent, 

OT1 -3An 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Sutton Record Fair 

Tomorrow, 

The Carpenter’s Arms 
Community Centre, 

Sutton Coldfield, 

B73 5UY. 

Call 01213212285 

Bridge Club 

Mon, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 

DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 

Ladies Beginner’s Bhangra 
Bollywood/Giddha Dance 
Classes 

Mon, £4.50 

North Birmingham Academy, 

B44 0HF. 

Call 0121 373 1647 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Rhydian on stage 
is still X-tra special 



Former Birmingham music student Rhydian as the dentist in Little Shop of Horrors 


CLASSICAL crossover star and for¬ 
mer X Factor finalist Rhydian will 
play sadistic dentist Orin Scrivello 
in Little Shop of Horrors at Birming¬ 
ham’s New Alexandra Theatre next 
week after a run this week, to Satur¬ 
day, at Lichfield Garrick. 

Welsh baritone Rhydian (Roberts), 
a former Birmingham Conservatoire 
student, was runner-up to Leon Jack- 
son in the 2007 series of The X Factor. 

But Rhydian was the real winner, 
going on to sell more than a million 
albums worldwide, release six albums 
in total and performing with some of 
the biggest names in the music indus¬ 
try. He also carved himself a career in 
hit musicals. His many musical the¬ 
atre credits include Grease, We Will 
Rock You, The War Of The Worlds, 
Jesus Christ Superstar and the 40th 
anniversary tour of The Rocky Horror 
Show. He was a Classical Brit Award 
nominee. 

Platinum 

With his distinctive platinum hair, 
pale complexion, chiselled features 
and ripped body, he looks like a Bond 
movie villain, all bulging biceps, rip¬ 
pling abs and a washboard stomach. 

He wants to make music that peo¬ 
ple remember and star in shows that 
send the punters home happy and be 
recognised for his work, rather than X 
Factor associations. 

“I make no bones about it, X Factor 
was very important to me. I wouldn’t 
be a star of the show, in inverted 
commas, if I hadn’t been on that and 
wasn’t recognisable,” he said. 

“It has fast-tracked my career. But 
I would have done these things any¬ 
way, with or without X Factor. Per¬ 


forming is my vocation. I had to have 
a certain quality to get through the 
rounds. X Factor isn’t easy, let me 
tell you. You have to toe the party line 
and sell your soul to the devil a little 
bit. I knew what I was getting into. 

“But even if X Factor opens the 
door, you have to turn it in night after 


night to get hired. I wouldn’t get the 
gigs if I didn’t turn it in.” 

See Rhydian’s wicked Skid Row 
dentist as he takes on nerdy Seymour 
the florist’s man-eating plant in com¬ 
edy-musical Little Shop of Horrors at 
the New Alexandra from Tuesday to 
Saturday (www.atgtickets.com). 



Paul Nicholls 
is to play 
Andy Dufresne 


S haw-fire 
play success 

EASTENDERS heart-throb Paul Nicholls, best known for 
playing Joe Wicks, will have a starring role when The Shaw- 
shank Redemption arrives at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
next week. 

The production is adapted from Stephen King’s novella 
Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption, which was made 
into the 1994 film, The Shawshank Redemption. 

The movie, which has been voted as the nation’s favour¬ 
ite film, starred Tim Robbins as Andy Dufresne and Mor¬ 
gan Freeman as Ellis ‘Red’ Redding and was nominated for 
seven Academy Awards including Best Picture, Best Adapted 
Screenplay and Best Actor for Freeman. 

Paul Nicholls will play Dufresne in the stage version. His 
other TV credits include Grantchester, Law & Order: UK and 
The C Word. 

He is also an accomplished stage actor who made his West 
End debut in Long Day’s Journey Into Night and has acted 
at several leading playhouses in London. 

Ben Onwukwe, who takes on the role of Red, boasts a 30- 
year stage career. His most prominent TV role was as Stuart 
‘Recall’ McKenzie in London’s Burning, a character he played 
for over a decade. 

Keeping them in line, Jack Ellis will play the part of War¬ 
den Stammas. He is best known for his role as prison warder 
Jim Fenner in the ITV television series Bad Girls, in which 
he appeared for seven series. 

The Shawshank Redemption will be at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday. Call the box office 
on 01902 429212. 


Showcases for 
the songwriters 

IT’S a great week for catching 
some fine singer-songwriters in 
action, including Beth Orton at 
the 02 Institute 2 in Digbeth 
on Wednesday. That’s the same 
night quirky Welsh maverick 
Meilyr Jones is at The Rain¬ 
bow’s Courtyard venue nearby. 

Fuzzy California slacker pop 
comes from Colleen Green and 
Cassie Ramone at the Hare & 
Hounds in Kings Heath on Sun¬ 
day, when nearby at the Kitchen 
Garden Cafe the enigmatic Jane 
Siberry will perform. Stay With 
Me Til Dawn singer Judy Tzuke 
is at the Robin 2 on Wednesday 
and the Bilston venue has a trib¬ 
ute to Carole King and James 
Taylor on Thursday. 


Twist and crawl 
with English Beat 

LACE up your boots and rev 
up the scooter, there’s a feast 
of ska on the way. The English 
Beat, featuring Brummie sing¬ 
er-guitarist Dave Wakeling, will 
be reviving hits such as Mirror 
In The Bathroom, Twist And 
Crawl and Tears Of A Clown, 
at Bilston’s Robin 2 tomorrow 
night (Friday). But it clashes 
with London ska-punk outfit 
Popes of Chillitown at Wol¬ 
verhampton venue The Slade 
Rooms, also tomorrow night. 

There will be more ska at the 
Robin the following Friday with 
eight-piece band The Superskas. 
But if you fancy some classic 
rock, The Counterfeit Stones 
play the Robin this Saturday. 


Chart-toppers in 
sold out Brum gig 

GIG of the week is at the 02 
Institute in Birmingham to¬ 
morrow night (Friday) where 
Stockport band Blossoms, who 
went to nol with their self-ti- 
tled debut album, have sold out. 

Other highlights include Rat 
Boy at the same Digbeth venue 
on Saturday, also the night that 
Merseysider Natalie McCool, 
whose indie-pop album The 
Great Unknown is out now, 
plays the Sunflower Lounge in 
Birmingham. 

Danish band Yung are at the 
Hare & Hounds in Kings Heath 
on Tuesday and up-and-com¬ 
ing girl band The Tuts play the 
same pub venue on Wednesday. 




The 

PARK LANE 

TAVERN 


ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET STYLE 


£>11 Ip 


£ 4.45 


HOT DRINKS AVAILABLE FRIDAY, SATURDAY 
& SUNDAY 8.30AM - 11.00AM 


Follow us on _£l Fucebook& 3 Trip Advisor 

We now take bookings 


Monday HALF PRICE NIGHT 

off our main menu 5pm - 8pm to include steak and grills 


THUR 22/09/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 23/09/16 
MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE 
SAT 24/09/16 
ELUE TOON FEMALE VOCALIST 
SOUL & MOTOWN 
SUN 25/09/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 26/09/16 
QUEST QUIZ & KARAOKE 
TUE 27/09/16 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 28/09/16 
MR LEE O'SULLIVAN 
THUR 29/09/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


°ftess 


C °0£... 




SUNDAY 

ICARVERY 


We also serve 

GREAT i 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


£4.95 


£3:45 






mm 


CARVERY SERVED ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

Mon - Sat 12pm - 8pm, Sun 12 - 7pm 
Kids Eat Free Carvery Under 12's 
(with paying adult) 

KIDS EAT FREE. MON-FRI AFTER 3PM, SAT-SUN ALL DAY 
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CHOICE 



Dr Tori Herridge 


Walking Through Time 
(Channel 4,8pm) 

New series. Palaeobiologist Dr 
Tori Herridge follows up her 
documentary on the mega-flood 
that separated Britain from 
continental Europe with three 
more investigations, all of which 
explore some of the prehistoric 
forces that shaped the national 
landscape. She begins by 
visiting north-west Scotland, 
where the craggy coastline 
indicates an asteroid landed 
1.2 billion years ago. Dr Mike 
Simms of Ulster Museum joins 
Tori as she searches for the 
impact crater, which would be 
the first of its kind discovered in 
mainland Britain. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live PDC 
Darts Champions League. Coverage of 
four group-stage matches. 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.20 BBC News. 5.30 Regional 
Programme. 5.40 Pointless Celebrities. 

6.30 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present 
the second part of the pro¬ 
celebrity dance contest’s opening 
weekend. On Friday night, the first 
six couples made their dance floor 
debuts, and tonight, the remaining 
nine pairs are given a chance to 
show off their burgeoning talents. 
As ever, judges Len Goodman, 
Darcey Bussell, Bruno Tonioli and 
Craig Revel Horwood are on hand 
to deliver their verdict on each 
step, kick, dip and pirouette, but at 
this early stage in the contest, 
none of the stars need worry about 
elimination. The scores allocated 
this weekend are carried over to 
next week’s show, when voting 
lines open, and viewers at home 
get their say. 

8.00 The National Lottery: Five Star 
Family Reunion. A UK family and 
their long-lost overseas relatives 
must work together in order to win 
a once-in-a-lifetime reunion in a 
five-star location. The overseas 
family must answer questions to 
win time for their relatives in the UK 
studio, who will then individually 
answer questions against the clock. 
Nick Knowles hosts. Plus, Gaby 
Roslin introduces the all-important 
weekend Lotto and Thunderball 
draws, as Petula Clark performs 
live in the studio, and does the 
honours of pushing the Lotto 
button. 

8.50 Casualty. Charlie gets into a scrap 
with an old schoolyard bully when 
attending a 50-year school 
reunion, and David’s troubled son 
acts out as he and ex-wife Rosa 
have a very public row. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes tries to 
persuade the health visitor 
Grandad is in need of respite care 
- so she can go on holiday - and 
receives ominous news from 
beyond the grave from her late 
husband.(R) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day; National Lottery 
Update. 

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.30 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Film: Short Circuit. (1986) Sci-fi 
comedy adventure, starring Steve 
Guttenberg. 7.40 Film: Sinbad: Legend 
of the Seven Seas. (2003) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Brad Pitt. 
9.00 Lost Land of the Volcano. (R) 10.00 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 11.00 
BBC News Special. 12.30 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 1.30 Great British Menu. 2.00 Great 
British Menu. 2.30 Great British Menu. 
3.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Chicken and Egg. 
(R) 4.00 The Great British Bake Off: An 
Extra Slice. (R) 4.30 Live PDC Darts 
Champions League. Further coverage of 
the afternoon session of group-stage 
matches. 5.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 
6.00 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
is alarmed to discover the extent of 
Corporal Jones’s cash-flow crisis 
and takes drastic measures to help 
the butcher get back on his feet. 
Classic comedy first shown in 
1975, starring Arthur Lowe and 
Clive Dunn. (R) 

6.30 Live PDC Darts Champions 
League. Coverage of four further 
group-stage matches from 
Motorpoint Arena in Cardiff, as the 
inaugural staging of the 
competition featuring the world’s 
top eight players gets under way. 
Michael van Gerwen, Gary 
Anderson and Phil Taylor are 
among those scheduled to 
participate, and all eight players 
will be in action once again during 
this session. Presented by Jason 
Mohammad, with commentary by 
Vassos Alexander and Dan 
Dawson, analysis from Paul 
Nicholson, Mark Webster and Alan 
Warriner-Little, and reports by 
Caroline Barker. 

10.30 Elton John Live at Hyde Park. The 

singer performs a concert to a 
crowd of 50,000 fans for Radio 2’s 
Festival in a Day event, featuring 
old favourites and songs from his 
recent album Wonderful Crazy 
Night. (R) 

11.30 Film: Telstar: The Joe Meek 
Story. (2008) Biopic charting the 
career of the influential 1960s 
record producer, who was 
ultimately brought down by 
depression and paranoia. With 
Con O’Neill, Kevin Spacey and 
Pam Ferris. 

1.25 Film: Leaving. (2009) A woman in a 
loveless marriage decides to abandon 
her husband and teenage children in 
pursuit of a purely sexual relationship. 
Drama, with Kristin Scott Thomas. 2.45 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Sooty. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Super 4. (R) 7.20 Oddbods. (R) 7.25 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.30 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Looped. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
11.20 Film: Columbo: Fade in to Murder. 
(1976) 12.50 ITV News; Weather. 12.55 
Tipping Point. (R) 1.55 All Star Family 
Fortunes. (R) 2.40 Pick Me! (R) 3.40 The 
X Factor. (R) 5.10 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 
6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Exploding 
toilets, airborne chainsaws, a cat 
with a talent for playing the drums 
and an embarrassing situation for 
Darth Vader are among the 
comedy clips submitted by fans. 
(R) 

7.00 Go for It. Members of the public 
are given a chance to demonstrate 
their most unusual skills in unique 
challenges, with successful 
contestants claiming a £1,000 
prize. 

8.00 The X Factor. Judges Simon 
Cowell, Sharon Osbourne, Louis 
Walsh and Nicole Scherzingerface 
some difficult decisions this week, 
as the first of two Six Chair 
Challenges arrives. The current 
batch of contestants are asked to 
perform in front of live audiences 
for the first time, before each 
member of the panel must make a 
snap decisions over which six acts 
they would like to take through to 
the Judges Houses stage of the 
competition. However, the 
pressure isn’t only on the judges 
during this round, as Simon, 
Nicole, Louis and Sharon 
retain the right to replace anyone 
they’ve previously given a chair, 
should a rival contestant out¬ 
perform their previously chosen 
proteges. 

9.30 Newzoids. Satirical sketch show 
blending traditional puppetry and 
animation. 

10.00 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11.20 Film: Beowulf. (2007) 

1.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Gillette World Sport. 6.40 Motor 
Sport: GT Academy. 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
12.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.00 
Gok’s Fill Your House for Free. 2.00 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage of races 
at Newmarket and Market Rasen. 4.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 5.35 
Ugly House to Lovely House with George 
Clarke. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
follows plumber Jon Martin and 
ceramicist Noreen Jaafar as they 
transform a neglected half-acre 
site in Gloucestershire. However, 
they are unable to cut down the 27 
protected trees on the plot, so 
their solution is to build a big, 
modern treehouse with stilts 
screwed into the earth and 
balconies that will have views for 
miles. (R) 

8.00 Walking Through Time. New 

series. Palaeobiologist Dr Tori 
Herridge follows up her 
documentary on the mega-flood 
that separated Britain from 
continental Europe with three 
more investigations, all of which 
explore some of the prehistoric 
forces that shaped the national 
landscape. She begins by visiting 
north-west Scotland, where the 
craggy coastline indicates an 
asteroid landed 1.2 billion years 
ago. Dr Mike Simms of Ulster 
Museum joins Tori as she 
searches for the impact crater, 
which would be the first of its kind 
discovered in mainland Britain. 
9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
New series. Jimmy Carr hosts the 
hybrid comedy panel quiz show, 
as guest team captain David 
Walliams joins forces with 
Jonathan Ross, while Jon 
Richardson teams up with Joe 
Lycett. 

10.00 Film: Knight and Day. (2010) A 
woman gets kidnapped and 
dragged into a rogue secret 
agent’s mission to clear his name 
after he is framed as a traitor. 
Comedy adventure, starring Tom 
Cruise and Cameron Diaz. 

12.10 Film: Case 39. (2009)2.10 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.20 Food Unwrapped. 

(R) 4.50 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.25 The Fairly 
OddParents. 9.00 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.00 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. (R) 12.00 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 1.00 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 2.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Essex, Del and Dael try to collect 
nearly £3,000 owed by an Indian 
takeaway, but tempers flare when 
they threaten to seize kitchen 
equipment. Meanwhile, Paul and 
Steve evict a tenant who is 
£14,000 in rent arrears, and in 
Surrey, Del and Dael chase nearly 
£4,000 owed by a car dealer to a 
dissatisfied customer. Finally, in 
west London, two agents face one 
of their trickiest evictions to date, 
with their arrival at a young 
couple’s flat coming as a shock. 

(R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The apparent 
suicide of a scientist serving as an 
executive naval officer draws 
Callen and the team into the 
secretive world of the city’s 
Chinese community. (R) 

7.55 NCIS. The agents are investigated 
by the FBI on suspicion of 
murdering arms dealer La 
Grenouille, and Jenny Shepard is 
the prime suspect - until an 
eyewitness implicates Tony. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games, including 
Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Barnsley, and Aston Villa v 
Newcastle United. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in Leagues One 
and Two. 

10.30The Cars That Made Britain 
Great. Martin Kemp and Jon 
Culshaw join Rufus Hound to extol 
the virtues of the Ford Cortina. 

Nick Baker suggests the Chevette, 
while Julia Bradbury and Dorn Joly 
love the VW Beetle. (R) 

11.30 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 
How CCTV and technological 
advances are helping to bring 
criminals to justice. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 BAMMA 26. 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Keith Richards’ Lost Weekend 8.00 
Johnny Cash: The Man, His World, His 
Music 8.55 Keith Richards’ Lost 
Weekend 9.15 Film: London -The 
Modern Babylon (2012) 11.20 Keith 
Richards’ Lost Weekend 12.15 Film: 
Bicycle Thieves (1948) 2.05 Keith 
Richards’ Lost Weekend 2.20 Film: I 
Walked with a Zombie (1943) 3.25 Keith 
Richards’ Lost Weekend 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

12.40 The Xtra Factor 1.40 Ninja Warrior 
UK 2.40 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.15 
Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 4.15 FYI 
Daily 4.20 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 
5.00 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 6.00 FYI 
Daily 6.05 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 6.55 
Film: The Mummy Returns (2001) 7.55 
FYI Daily 8.00 Film: The Mummy 
Returns (2001) 9.30 The Xtra Factor 

10.30 Celebrity Juice 11.20 Family Guy 

12.40 American Dad! 1.40 The Cleveland 
Show 2.05 Mom 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

I. 55 Foyle’s War 3.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 7.55 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 

II. 00 Lewis 1.00 You’re Only Young 
Twice 1.50 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.40 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights 2.40 British Touring Car 
Championship Highlights 4.10 Film: 
Police Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol 
(1987) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 

6.00 Fishing Impossible 7.00 Fierce 8.05 
Film: Police Academy 5: Assignment 
Miami Beach (1988) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 
Film: Police Academy 5: Assignment 
Miami Beach (1988) 10.00 Film: On 
Deadly Ground (1994) 11.00 FYI Daily 
11.05 Film: On Deadly Ground (1994) 
12.05 Film: The Kingdom (2007) 1.05 
FYI Daily 1.10 Film: The Kingdom (2007) 
2.15 Hell on Wheels 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Melissa & Joey 1.30 Baby Daddy 

2.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.30 The 
Goldbergs 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Die Hard (1988) 11.40 Film: 
Under Siege 2: Dark Territory (1995) 1.45 
Gogglebox 2.45 Empire 

Film4 

1.00 Dear John (2010) 3.05 Spy Kids 4: 
All the Time in the World (2011) 4.50 The 
Addams Family (1991) 6.55 Percy 
Jackson: Sea of Monsters (2013) 9.00 
Prometheus (2012) 


UK BREAKS 

BY COACH 

TREAT YOURSELF TO 
AN OMEGA TOUR FOR A 
WEEKEND BREAK AWAY 
WHICH WON’T BREAK 
THE BANK. 

AS ALWAYS, WE’LL TRANSPORT 
YOU THERE IN COMFORT AND 
PUT YOU UP IN A QUALITY HOTEL 
WITH FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST. 


2 days, by coach 

from c99 .95pp 



Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
and Stourbridge 


MOTOWN THE MUSICAL 

Theatre Break & Christmas Lights 


Quote Code: RWA085 


/fKSSr R 


Exclusive Performance 

Departing Saturday 19 November 2016 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Stalls or Royal Circle ticket (value £75) to the exclusive Omega 
matinee performance of Motown the Musical on Saturday 
afternoon (upgrade to Premium ticket, value £145, 

for just £39pp) 

✓ A goodie bag containing £50 of Travelzoo vouchers 

✓ A pre-show talk from a member of the musical’s creative team 

✓ Glass of wine, beer or soft drink per person at the theatre 

✓ Free time to explore sparkling central London 

✓ Show programme per booking 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com VAG85 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OLYMPIA 

INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE SHOW 



Photo credit Kit Houghton ■ _ 

Departing Saturday 17 December 2016 



Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Balcony ticket (face value £39 plus booking fee) 
for the Saturday evening show at Olympia 
(upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in central London 

✓ Coaching throughout 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 519414 


OPENING TIMES; MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


<££><# 

OmegaHols @0megaHols OmegaHols 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 




Quote Code: VYT761 



LONDON’S WINTER 
WONDERLAND 

Saturday departures 19 November 
or 3 & 17 December 2016 



London’s Hyde Park transforms this November and 
December into a dazzling spectacle of sparkle, with 
200+ Christmas Market stalls, ice rink, ice kingdom, 
circuses, Big Wheel, and even a cocktail bar made 
of ice. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 
miles of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


only 


2 days, by coach 

£^^-95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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SUNDAY’S TV SEPTEMBER 25” 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Poldark 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Ross makes a deal with a 
criminal who offers to pay him 
for using Nampara Cove as a 
safe haven for smuggling - but 
Demelza does not approve of 
his actions. Elizabeth tries to 
placate George to avoid 
bankruptcy - but finds the price 
of keeping him at bay is too high 
- while Ross comes to blows 
with him when he makes an 
unexpected appearance at a 
shareholders' meeting. 

Demelza goes into labour under 
dangerous circumstances. 
Aidan Turner, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, RubyBentall, 
Caroline Blakiston, Beatie 
Edney, Jack Farthing, Luke 
Norris and Heida Reed star. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 1.45 Eat Well for Less? 
(R) 2.45 Points of View. 3.00 Ingenious 
Animals. (R) 4.00 The Great British Bake 
Off. (R) 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 
Autumn: Earth’s Seasonal Secrets. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker oversees 
this year’s One Man and His Dog at 
Florence Court, Co Fermanagh, 
with shepherds from England, 
Wales, Ireland and Scotland and 
their faithful canine assistants 
competing for the trophy in the 
40th anniversary contest. Anita 
Rani explores the history of the 
estate and meets the families of 
the competitors. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Arley Hall 
and Gardens in Cheshire, where a 
time capsule that has been buried 
for 130 years is opened for the 
first time on camera. Other finds 
brought in include a gold bracelet 
with a tragic past that was found 
bricked up behind a wall, and a 
lost work by 19th-century artist 
Lawrence Alma-Tadema. 

9.00 Poldark. Ross makes a deal with a 
criminal who offers to pay him for 
using Nampara Cove as a safe 
haven for smuggling-but 
Demelza does not approve of his 
actions. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, focusing 
on the sole match between West 
Ham United and Southampton at 
the Olympic Stadium. 

II. 15The Women’s Football Show. A 

look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

11.45 Film: Winter’s Bone. (2010) A 
teenage girl searches for her 
estranged father, whose bail¬ 
jumping threatens to leave her 
mother and siblings homeless. 
Drama, starring Jennifer Lawrence 
and Isaiah Stone. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


6.15 The AtoZ of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.30 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 

7.15 Gardeners’World. (R) 8.15 
Countryfile. (R) 9.15 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.15 Great British Menu. 11.45 
Great British Menu. 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Live PDC Darts Champions League. 
Coverage of four group-stage matches. 
5.00 Heir Hunters. (R) 5.45 Flog It! 

6.30 Live PDC Darts Champions 
League. Coverage of the semi¬ 
finals and final from Cardiff’s 
Motorpoint Arena, as the players 
to have progressed through the 
group stage hope to claim the 
£100,000 first prize. Presented by 
Jason Mohammad, with 
commentary by Vassos Alexander 
and Dan Dawson, analysis from 
Paul Nicholson, Mark Webster and 
Alan Warriner-Uttle, and reports 
by Caroline Barker. 

10.30 Fleabag. Surprises are in store 
when Fleabag attends her 
godmother’s exhibition of erotic 
art, forcing her to face up to her 
actions and reveal what became of 
Boo. Last in the series. 

10.55 Murder in Successville. Sleet 
recovers in hospital after being 
shot, and looks back on some of 
his most memorable cases as he 
considers whether he wants to 
quit the police force. Last in the 
series. 

II. 25 Jade: Why I Chose Porn. 

Documentary following a porn star 
as she attends shoots across 
Europe, exploring why she chose 
to abandon a career in the fashion 
industry after graduating from 
university. 

12.05 Film: Tormented. (2009) A 
teenager who killed himself rises from 
the dead to take revenge on the 
classmates who bullied him into an early 
grave. Satirical horror, with Tuppence 
Middleton and Alex Pettyfer. 1.35 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. John Craven visits 
Great Missenden, Roald Dahl’s home 
village, to discover how a love of the 
great outdoors inspired his writing. Plus, 
a selection of archive features on artists. 
(R) 2.30 Holby City. Dorn is knocked for 
six by a shocking discovery about Isaac’s 
relationship with his former mentor, 
while Jasmine wants Jac to acknowledge 
her as a sister, but comes unstuck. (R) 

3.30 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes from BBC Two. 
5.45 Rip Off Britain. Consumer affairs 
show investigating issues around the 
UK. (R) 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Sooty. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 

7.20 Oddbods. (R) 7.25 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Looped. 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. 
(R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 11.00 Best Walks with a View 
with Julia Bradbury. (R) 11.30 Chopping 
Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 

12.35 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.35 River 
Monsters. (R) 2.05 Victoria. (R) 3.10 
The X Factor. (R) 4.40 Doc Martin. (R) 

5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Sarah Willingham, Shaun Ryder, 
Michelle Dewberry and Eddie 
Edwards work as a team to take on 
quiz genius the Chaser and secure 
a cash prize for charity. Presented 
by Bradley Walsh. 

7.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
presents the second installment of 
the six chair challenge, as the 
contestants perform for the first 
time in front of an audience. Nicole 
Scherzinger, Simon Cowell, Louis 
Walsh and Sharon Osbourne each 
have to choose six acts to join 
them in the judges’ houses, 
bringing them one step closer to 
the live shows - but the judges are 
free to change their minds at any 
point in the programme. 

9.00 Victoria. Albert feels he needs a 
greater role in public affairs, and 
becomes involved in the anti¬ 
slavery movement. Victoria 
matches wills with the Duke of 
Sussex to see that her husband is 
granted more respect, while 
Skerrett faces a dilemma when she 
realises that the only person who 
can save her cousin and child from 
certain death is the man she trusts 
the least. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with ITV News National 
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.40 Motor Sport: 2016 FIA World 
Endurance Championship. 7.10 Motor 
Sport: British Rally Championship. 7.35 
Frasier. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 9.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Film: Jungle 2 Jungle. (1997) Comedy, 
starring Tim Allen. 2.25 Film: Lilo & 
Stitch. (2002) Disney animated sci-fi 
comedy, with the voice of Daveigh Chase. 
4.05 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

5.10 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Posh Pawn. Lawrence examines 
a collection of boxing 
memorabilia, Claudia looks 
through a selection of designer 
handbags belonging to a former 
model on The Price Is Right, and 
James takes a Ferrari for a spin in 
Marbella, but finds that the owner 
wants £100,000 for it. 

7.30 Speed with Guy Martin. Guy tries 
to cross the English channel on a 
human-powered airship. His 
transport takes the form of a 
bicycle held aloft by a helium 
balloon the size of a bus, with the 
pedals driving two propellers. He 
puts the machine to the test in 
Bedfordshire’s historic Cardington 
Hangars, where some of the 
world’s biggest flying machines 
were created, and seeks some 
military advice on surviving crash 
landings. 

9.00 Celebrity Island with Bear Grylls. 

The castaways have fire and water 
but after four days of gruelling 
work, still have not had a proper 
meal. Mark Jenkins is outraged to 
discover Dorn Joly sleeping while 
the others are busy hunting. When 
an accident while fishing leaves 
Lydia Bright in agony, Mark feels 
compelled to lead a rebellion 
against Dorn’s poor leadership. 
10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: The Hurt Locker. (2008) A 
US bomb disposal team in Iraq is 
assigned a new leader whose 
reckless attitude puts all its 
members lives at risk. Drama, with 
Jeremy Renner. 

1.30 Obsessive Compulsive Country 
House Cleaners. (R) 2.25 Grand Designs 
Australia. 3.20 Embarrassing Bodies 
Down Under. (R) 4.15 Food Unwrapped. 
(R) 4.40 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. 
(R) 5.00 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.55 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Pets. (R) 7.05 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 7.30 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.00 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 

8.30 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 8.45 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 The 
Fairly OddParents. 10.30 Football on 5: 
The Championship. (R) 11.25 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Funniest 
Fails, Falls & Flops. 12.25 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 1.20 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 2.20 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 3.15 
The Hotel Inspector. (R) 4.10 5 News 
Weekend. 4.15 Film: The Illusionist. 
(2006) Mystery thriller, starring Edward 
Norton. 

6.25 Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas. 

The duo challenge their youngest 
ever contestant to impress them 
with a sleight-of-hand trick, while 
Jonathan Ross helps an 
Indonesian-born magician with 
her routine. 

7.20 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic Tricks. TV 

illusionists have been sawing 
ladies in half, catching bullets 
between their teeth, reading minds 
and performing feats of 
escapology for decades. Channel 5 
counts down the best, including 
the astonishing set-pieces of Penn 
and Teller, the mind-bending of 
Derren Brown and the street magic 
of David Blaine. It features 
spectacular illusions, such as 
making the Statue of Liberty 
disappear, intimate card tricks and 
the lighter side of the business, 
thanks to the inclusion of comedy 
great Tommy Cooper. Paul Daniels 
and Dynamo also appear in this 
magic compendium, with 
contributions from Joe Pasquale, 
Dick and Dorn, and Stephen 
Mulhern. (R) 

10.00 When Magic Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Illusions that went 
disastrously wrong, including 
stories of magicians’ brushes with 
death, as well as mishaps 
involving Dynamo, Paul Daniels 
and David Blaine. 

12.55 Lip Sync Battle: Vic Reeves v 
Johnny Vegas. (R) 1.15 SuperCasino. 

3.10 Secrets of the SAS: In Their Own 
Words. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 Wildlife SOS.(R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Keith Richards’ Lost Weekend 7.40 
Film: The Man Who Would Be King 
(1975) 9.40 Keith Richards’ Lost 
Weekend 9.45 Lords of Little Egypt: Mai 
Zetterling Among the Gypsies 10.15 
Keith Richards’ Lost Weekend 10.45 
Film: Pandaemonium (2000) 12.40 Keith 
Richards’ Lost Weekend 1.10 Film: Build 
My Gallows High (1947) 2.40 Keith 
Richards’ Lost Weekend 2.50 Close 
ITV2 

1.30 The Xtra Factor 2.35 The Hot Desk: 
Little Mix 2.45 Film: The Bachelor (1999) 

3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: The Bachelor 
(1999) 4.45 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 

5.45 FYI Daily 5.50 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 6.45 Film: Kindergarten Cop 
(1990) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: 
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 9.00 The Xtra 
Factor Live 10.00 Family Guy 11.55 
American Dad! 12.50 The Cleveland 
Show 1.20 Dating in the Dark 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.25 Film: Les Miserables (1978) 2.35 
FYI Daily 2.40 Film: Les Miserables 
(1978) 4.00 Film: Carry On Screaming 
(1966) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: Carry 
On Screaming (1966) 5.55 Rosemary & 
Thyme 7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 It’ll 
Be Alright on the Night’s Best of the 
Worst 10.00 A Touch of Frost 12 . 15 Wire 
in the Blood 2.05 Wycliffe 3.00 May the 
Best House Win 4.40 You’re Only Young 
Twice 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

I. 05 Storage Wars 2.05 Film: All Quiet 
on the Western Front (1979) 3.20 FYI 
Daily 3.25 Film: All Quiet on the Western 
Front (1979) 5.05 Film: The Green Berets 
(1968) 6.15 FYI Daily 6.20 Film: The 
Green Berets (1968) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Life Inside Jail: Hell on 
Earth 10.00 Film: Crank (2006) 11.00 
FYI Daily 11.05 Film: Crank (2006) 11.50 
Film: Barb Wire (1996) 12.50 FYI Daily 
12.55 Film: Barb Wire (1996) 1.55 The 
Big Fish Off 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

3.00 The Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.55 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 6.15 
The Big Bang Theory 7.15 Film: The 
Karate Kid (2010) 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 

II. 00 Body Fixers 12.05 Rude Tube 1.05 
Containment 2.10 Empire 3.00 Scream 
Queens 3.45 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

2.50 The Last Mimzy (2007) 4.35 Johnny 
English Reborn (2011) 6.40 Beautiful 
Creatures (2013) 9.00 Avatar (2009) 

12.10 Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance 
(201 1)2.00 A Better Life (2011) 


CASH PAID INSTANTLY/ 

We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 


N D<>ri‘ / -f- Bffi i-f- C3SH i-f in!'' 


You are Invited to a Bible Talk on the subject 




ELEwaS 



HALESOWEN 

Unit 5 Western Business Park, 

Coombs Road, Halesowen, B62 8AF 

OLDBURY = 

Unit 7a, Fountain Business Park 
(corner of Fountain Lane & Bromford Lane), Oldbury, B69 3BH 



LEADERS? 

to be held on Sunday 2 October 2016, God willing 



European Textile Recycling Ltd., has already paid out over £6.5 MILLION to the general public for their unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories. There is still an estimated £30 BILLION worth of unworn clothing in UK wardrobes, 
with an estimated 350,000 tonnes of clothing going to landfill each year. So, why not have a clear out? Reduce landfill and get paid for it! 



"God rules in 
the kingdom of 
men." 

HW 5:21 

www bUtkcountrythrivladelphians to.uk 
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One date. 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Abducting Zoe, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A detective tries to help a sixteen-year-old in the 
search for her kidnapped baby. Crime drama, starring 
Sammi Hanratty, Alexandra Holden and Andrea 
Bowen. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Kidnapped: Desperate Hours, Channel 5,3.15pm 

An American wife’s world is turned upside down when 
her husband, the son of a Mexican newspaper 
publisher, is kidnapped. Drama, starring Teri Polo, 

Esai Morales and Nicholas Gonzalez. (2011) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Daughter’s Nightmare, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A grieving widow finds a shoulder to cry on in the 
form of a charming male nurse, but when her health 
subsequently begins to fail, her daughter embarks on 
a dangerous search for the truth about her illness. 
Drama, starring Emily Osment, Paul Johansson and 
Victoria Pratt. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

The Cheating Pact, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Three high school students convince a shy but 
intelligent girl to take the college entrance test for 
them. After she gets a low score on one of the tests, 
she dies in mysterious circumstances, leaving the trio 
as suspects in her demise. Daniela Bobadilla, Laura 
Ashley Samuels and Laura Wiggins star. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

The Good Witch’s Charm, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Newly elected mayor Cassandra Nightingale struggles 
to balance her political responsibilities with raising a 
newborn baby. Fifth in the Good Witch family drama 
series, starring Catherine Bell. (2012) 

Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome, ITV, 10.40pm 

The warrior pitches up in the city of a cut-throat desert 
community in search of his stolen vehicle and ends up 
making a deal with a local dictator to get rid of her rival 
for power. But when the bargain turns sour, he is cast 
out into the wilderness - where he becomes the 
unlikely protector of a tribe of feral youngsters. Sci-fi 
adventure NNnfifiBraBlffllf Gibson. (1985) | 


New series hopes to 
make a good impression 


W hat do an Eastern European 
internet bride, a self- 
obsessed glamour model 
trying to rid herself of cellulite, a 
teenage ‘special needs’ boy who 
interviews celebrities and Pippa 
Middleton all have in common? 

They are just some of the roles that 
hugely talented Morgana Robinson 
has played since her small screen 
debut nine years ago. 

And with that kind of versatility it will 
come as no surprise that the 34-year- 
old Australian-born comic has ended 
up plying her trade in the world of 
celebrity impressions. 

“I’m not very good at being me,” she 
told The Daily Telegraph just before 
her appearance on The Great Sport 
Relief Bake Off earlier this year. 

“I like to hide behind a character, in 
a wig or something, and be judged 
like that instead of as myself.” 

“I’ve always been a clown - I love 
being stupid. 

“You can relate to them 
[impressions] immediately, you don’t 
have to invest any time in the 
character, and when someone 


highlights something about someone 
that you didn’t see, it’s a bit of a 
revelation.” 

Morgan got her showbiz break back 
in 2007 playing the aforementioned 
internet bride in BBC comedy The 
Green Green Grass. 

She then starred in the TV pilot 
Eight Steps to Enlightenment and a 
Nervous Breakdown, an improvised 
mockumentary. Then in 2009 she 
appeared in another hit BBC comedy 
My Family, before starring in a running 
sketch segment (Gilbert’s Special 
Report) in The TNT Show. 

In 2010, Channel 4 commissioned 
The Morgana Show, before another 
sketch show Very Important People 
also starring Terry Mynott, in which 
she impersonated a variety of 
celebrities, including Frankie Boyle, 
Danny Dyer, Amy Childs and Adele. 

Her performance earned her the 
Best Comedy Breakthrough Artist 
award at the 2012 British Comedy 
Awards. 

Earlier this year, Robinson starred 
as the Duchess of Cambridge in The 
Windsors, a comedy parody of the 


royal family, and tonight, Morgana 
Robinson’s The Agency begins. 

It is a brand-new seven-part series 
in which she plays the entire celebrity 
roster of leading talent agent Vincent 
Mann (of Mann Management), with 
Linda Hargreaves playing off 
Robinson in various roles. 

In a groundbreaking move, Vincent 
has allowed a documentary crew into 
his agency, and given them access to 
the likes of Miranda Hart, Natalie 
Cassidy, Russell Brand, Joanna 
Lumley, Gregg Wallace, Mel and Sue, 
Danny Dyer and Adele. 

In this first episode we are 
introduced to Vincent as he deals with 
Miranda Hart’s burning desire to be 
taken more seriously as an actor and 
Danny Dyer’s diversification into 
children’s literature. 

Morgana’s characters have come in 
for a bit of criticism in the past. 
However, the comic strenuously 
defends all her creations, and doesn’t 
have any such concerns about poking 
fun at celebrities in this new show. 

“I don’t think my impressions are 
nasty, they’re celebratory,” she insists. 



Morgana Robinson’s The Agency, Monday, BBC2,10pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Extreme Food 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. Kenyan chef Kiran Jethwa heads to 
Mongolia, where he joins the Kazakh eagle hunters 
on horseback on a quest for wild rabbit. His 
adventure begins in the town of Ulgii in Mongolia’s 
westernmost province, where he sees a potentially 
explosive form of pressure-cooking called Boodog, 
involving an entire butchered sheep, and he also 
creates a mouth-watering rabbit pie, using his own 
improvised mini-pressure cooker to prepare the 
meat before serving it up with a nut crumble 
topping. 

Trump vs Clinton Live: US Presidential 
Debate 

Channel 4,1.45am 

New series. Matt Frei presents live coverage of the 
first of three showdowns in which Democrat 
nominee Hillary Clinton and her Republican 
counterpart Donald Trump go head to head, with 
both candidates taking to the stage knowing their 
performance may well determine who will become 
the next president of the United States. Billionaire 
Trump takes on former US secretary of state 
Clinton at Hofstra University on Long Island, New 
York, debating major topics selected by a 


moderator, with the pair having two minutes to talk 
about each issue and a chance to respond to what 
the other says. 

TUESDAY 

Damned 

Channel 4,10pm 

Given her acclaimed work in sitcoms such as 
Getting On and Going Forward, there was little 
wonder Jo Brand was given a green light to 
co-write and star in this new series. With the 
aid of fellow scribes Morwenna Banks and 
Will Smith (not that one), this new comedy 
centres on long suffering Children’s 
Services social workers at Elm Heath 
council. In the first episode, Nitin, an 
ex-copper, is tasked with spying on the rest 
of the team. The excellent supporting 
cast includes Ms Banks, Alan Davies, 

Kevin Eldon, Himesh Patel and 
Aisling Bea. 

WEDNESDAY 
Grand Designs 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Kevin McCloud follows Matt and 
Sophie White from Sussex as 
they build a giant family house 


of fun for themselves and their children. Going 
against the norm of designing a serious and 
practical home, the couple’s property features a 
revolving bookcase door, secret dens, hiding 
places, one-way mirrors, and a fireman’s pole. Matt 
uses a steel frame system to allow them to change 
the layout of the property, and other 

r changes include amending the 
window shapes and sizes, and 
adding a half floor to create a 
James Bond room. 

THURSDAY 
The Fall 
BBC2, 9pm 

The eagerly awaited third 
series of Allan Cubitt’s 
gripping crime drama is 
here at last - but what 
does fate have in store 
for the chillingly 
i handsome serial 
, killer Paul Spector 
I and his nemesis, 

| Detective 
Superintendent 
Stella Gibson? 
At the end of 



the previous run, Spector had been caught by the 
police but shot by jealous husband James Tyler, 
and when we pick up the story, medics are fighting 
to save the murderer’s life. News of the shooting 
hits the headlines, and the press and police bosses 
waste no time criticising Stella’s handling of the 
case - despite the fact that she got her man. 
Spector’s young acolyte Katie also hears the news, 
and as she begins trying to format a way to help 
her idol, his wife, Sally Ann, attempts to explain 
what has happened to her young children. Richard 
Coyle and Aisling Bea join the cast alongside Jamie 
Dornan and Gillian Anderson. 

FRIDAY 

Travel Man: 48 Hours in Helsinki 
Channel 4,8.30pm 

Time-conscious traveller Richard Ayoade is joined 
by actor Paul Rudd for a brisk romp round the 
Finnish capital. To get their bearings the pair head 
straight to the ladies toilet in the Torni hotel, which 
offers the best view of the city. They then go 
kayaking and snack on some reindeer jerky at the 
city’s Hakaniemi market. Richard and Paul also visit 
not one, but two saunas - one of which can be 
found in a well-known burger chain. The duo also 
visit the wilderness island of Seurasaari, go 
foraging, and finish up in a sweet shop. 


Windsor High School 

"TTrprj 

and Sixth Form 



i?t 

fl 

i ^ I 

■% 

, r* 

1 

V 


Open Evenings 

For prospective pupils and parents 

Monday 26th and 
Wednesday 28th September 2016 
6.30pm - 9.30pm 

The evenings will start with an 
address by the Headteacher, 

Mr S R Lanckham 


Open Mornings 

Tuesday 27th and 
Thursday 29th 
September 2016 
9.30am 




Richmond Street, 
Halesowen, B63 4BB 

Tel No: 0121 550 1452 

@windsor_tweets 




www.windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk 


mortgage advice 

Are you a first time buyer or thinking of moving home? 

For advice about mortgages talk to us! 

Call 0121 557 2551 to arrange to speak to one of our Mortgage Advisers about 
our range of mortgages. 

Our friendly, professional staff will ensure you get the right product to suit your needs. 
Although they can't advise you on which colour to choose! 




USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.396 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

L 

2 

E 

B 

P 

5 

F 

R 

7 

A 

8 

M 

0 

10 

V 

11 

K 

12 

J 

13 

G 

14 

c 

15 

N 

16 

W 

17 

z 

18 

D 

19 

X 

20 

s 

21 

H 

22 

1 

23 

u 

24 

Q 

25 

T 

26 

Y 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Completely, even 
if, in short, only 
approximately (10) 

7. Gather a lot 
together in the 
morning on a ship 
(5) 

8. Beware the 
sentinal! (4-3) 

10. Magic from the 
bowler? (3-5) 

11 & 3Dn. Time when 
voice gives out 
amongst a lot of 
sheep (4,1,5) 

13. So many with less 
feeling (6) 

15. Telephone now the 
arena has been 
erected (4,2) 

17. Implied one missed 
diplomacy (4) 

18. Takes off weight in 
a flash? (8) 

21. Golf-club given by 
pensive writer? (7) 

22. Fat microbe seen in 
it (5) 

23. How the chief 
speaks in the 
graveyard (10) 


Down 

1. Drink the health of a 
saint? (5) 

2. Sees that the old 
boy hits the ball first 
( 8 ) 

3. See 11 Across 

4. Increase go-ahead 
line (4) 

5. Appearing 
indistinctly when 
working at weaving 
machine? (7) 

6. Capital amount of 
laundry? (10) 

9. Does wrong by 
obtaining most 
French exam 
successes (10) 

12. Of noble mountain 
stock? (4-4) 

14. Horse goes round 
taxi - gruesome! (7) 

16. Gate - one of three 
consecutive ones in 
10 ( 6 ) 

19. No odds? (5) 

20. Relations 
dunderhead finds 
sympathetic (4) 



Sudoku 
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6 




8 



9 



7 
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2 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 


Combine (10) 

1. Friendliness (5) 

Elevate (5) 

2. Suspension (8) 

Cultivation (7) 

3. Collect (6) 

Traveller (8) 

4. Masculine (4) 

Uncivil (4) 

5. Vilify (7) 

Collision (6) 

6. Muscularity (10) 

Decline (6) 

9. Voters (10) 

Cupid (4) 

12. Editing (8) 

Arbiter (8) 

14. Supply (7) 

Defraud (7) 

16. Fault (6) 

Motionless (5) 

19. Subject (5) 

Contrition (10) 

20. Rim (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Cowboys; 7 Stain; 9 Tip; 

10 Exchanges; 12 Chiropodist; 15 Under canvas; 
17 Battle-cry; 19 Gin; 21 Again; 22 Counter. 
Down: 1 Tonic; 2 Ebb; 3 Lynx; 4 Stone-deaf; 5 
Disease; 8 Chopin; 11 Chieftain; 13 Racket; 14 
Enlarge; 16 Tides; 18 Riot; 20 And. QUICK- 
Across: 6 Refrain; 7 Diary; 9 Hit; 10 Reverence; 
12 Paradoxical; 15 Break the ice; 17 Affronted; 

19 Ray; 21 Remit; 22 Produce. Down: 1 Begin; 

2 Dry; 3 Size; 4 Timepiece; 5 Crucial; 8 Remove; 

11 Maladroit; 13 Attend; 14 Proffer; 16 Fancy; 18 
Earn; 20 Ode. 


Niner 


1. 

Which hills range from Bristol to 

6. 

Pico de Orizaba is the highest mountain 

Last week’s solutions: 

2. 

Chipping Camden? 

Which biological divisions include 

7. 

in which country? 

Which author is best known for 

Quiz: 1 Leo; 2 Richard Cromwell; 3 Fig; 

3. 

Animalia, Plantae and Fungi? 

Which athlete set six world records in 

8. 

Shogun? 

Which legendary figure is said to have 

4 Ballet; 5 Goodwood; 6 Friedrich Engels; 

4. 

less than an hour in 1935? 

How many kings called James has 

9. 

been born at Tintagel? 

In which US state is Detroit? 

7 1936; 8 Gold; 9 India; 10 Jesuit priest. 

5. 

Scotland had? 

For what is epistaxis the technical term? 

10. 

Who was the last Norman king of 
England? 

Niner: UNEARTHLY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


8768 gives something to eat, 
32145 gives a wine, 

84798 gives something else to eat. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 



Years 

Experience 

• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault 
or insurance claims 

Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 






\5fes3 'uftsfoa? 


•[M&StefeillE 
• Q&ze&EMi 


nmiii 

Ifflntt 


Rear of 64 High Street j West Bromwich || West Midlands, B706JT 

Phone: 0121-553-0666 



Your Name, Address 
& Telephone Number 

Simply ring or email 


We are currently recruiting people in 
your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
magazines and Advertising Leaflets 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 















































































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 
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travel 



Enjoying jumping into the sea at Loyly Sauna, Helsinki A mushroom on the forest floor in the national park Full steam ahead - the Loyly Sauna against the backdrop of Helsinki 



Admiring the view from Vallisaari Island 


Full steam ahead to Finn-ish on 
a high in my peaceful tree tent 


FOR a population so adeptly con¬ 
ditioned to cold weather, Finns 
are surprisingly good at taking 
the heat. 

Tossing a large ladle of water over 
hot coals, a glistening, tattooed Nor¬ 
dic grins gleefully as our dark, char¬ 
coal-stained smoke sauna transforms 
into an angry furnace. 

As steam singes my nostrils and beads of 
sweat form rivulets in every fleshy fold, I 
bolt for the door and wonder if Brit basting 
is all part of the entertainment. 

There are 3.3 milli on saunas in Finland, 
more than one for every other person, but 
the majority are private. Helsinki’s new 
Loyly (a term used to describe the steam 
that rises when you throw water on the 
sauna’s rocks) represents a return to pub¬ 
lic, social spaces. 


By Sarah Marshall 


The wooden, steep-sloped structure, with 
a seaside bar terrace and open-air rooftop 
lounge, is also part of Helsinki’s drive to 
embrace outdoor spaces and bask in the 
long, warm days of short but sweet sum¬ 
mers. 

Elsewhere, a car park has been trans¬ 
formed into a pool complex and a new law 
has been passed allowing businesses to turn 
parking spaces outside buildings into tem¬ 
porary summer terraces. Subsequently, an 
apparently quiet capital is now outwardly 
effervescing with life. Thankfully, I prevent 
my own blood bubbling so vigorously by 
retreating to Loyly’s second, more sedate 
sauna, where horizontal pine slats act like 
Venetian blinds, revealing near naked bod¬ 
ies descending into the sea. 

Closer to town, next to the port and fried 


fish stalls of Market Square, the Helsinki 
Allas Pool is due to fully open later this 
month. Local residents and tourists are al¬ 
ready making use of the dockside terrace, 
where filtered salt and fresh water swim¬ 
ming pools will be suspended in the harbour 
next to segregated saunas. 

Paddling 

The idea for the complex has been partly 
financed by crowdfunding. Although pad¬ 
dling in the shadow of cruise liners is 
off-putting, the central location will no 
doubt prove popular, and owners plan to 
have a reserve of rentable swimwear for 
spontaneous sauna goers. Along with cruise 
ships, sightseeing ferries servicing Helsin¬ 
ki’s archipelago also leave from the port. 

Newly opened to the public this year 
is Vallisaari island, a 20-minute journey 
away. Once occupied by Russia and later 


used as a military base, it’s now a nature 
refuge.Strict regulations govern Vallisaari, 
which is off limits from 10pm to 6am, al¬ 
though there is talk of opening a Tentsile 
hotel on the island next year. 

The gravity defying, British-made Tent¬ 
sile Tree Tents, which appear to levitate 
above ground and are suspended between 
three trees, have developed a cult following 
in Finland, and adventure tour companies 
currently use them in nearby Nuuksio Na¬ 
tional Park. 

According to the traditional Finnish legal 
concept of Everyman’s Right, the public 
have the right to roam freely through wil¬ 
derness areas. Using thick pads to protect 
the trees, Miki sets up our tents next to the 
bathwater-warm Lake Kolmoislampi. By 
nurturing nature on their doorstep, Helsin¬ 
ki’s city dwellers have struck upon a truly 
fine way to live. 



FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 
£399 GUARANTEED!" 

This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 
. A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

. Free expert recruitment advice 



We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit - Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 


























Fencing 


Driveways 


Computers 


ApplianceRepairs 


LB fencing 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtffencing.co.uk 



AREAS COVERI 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


Fencing ft Cates 


1 


• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


91384 212891 or 07970 300586 


Turfing 



Gates 

| . 1 

Tree CUtt 

ing 


Garden Sheds 

1 

Paving /! 

Slabbin 

g Available 

Discount 

F6n6ihg 1 



Rubbish Remova 

for OAPs 

11 1 


Contact us on 07572 687123 

1 l 1 I 1 ill 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 



Plumbing 



OUSEHOLD- 

- U Ml BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

hZ l p All installations and repairs 
vEy* Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 

www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538718264 



DISCOUNT 
DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



4 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD ? 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate *15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@oudook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 
Halesowen B63 2QB 
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Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


1 


Summer 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercials Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk _ __ 

OFFICE: 0121 423 388310844561 7244 I™ 


MB > electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: I - . 


mbelectric.ci 


BCG 

CARPENTRY 

Loft Conversion 
Specialist 

All Carpentry Work 
Undertaken 

07817 703 105 

Bcgcarpentry@live.co.uk 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


yAMiUimi 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Carpentry 





CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
01214216740 
07779746939 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Hlark (Cmmtnj dlaztttg 


Contact US fop a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
|~~v 8c Installers of r~~\ 

windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/f / ErtesuiM, eJJyicient uustdl&uM, A A 
w w that ujo+tt cait the. eolith S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

OP www.blackcountryylazing.com 

. EssS A / 


Repairs, Spares, Sales 

All major brands repaired, 
also built in appliances, 
electric cookers, dishwashers, 
washing machines etc. 


x 

ZO 


O 

o 


Brand new, reconditioned 
appliances available 


x 

o 


Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat O 

60 High Street, 5 
Blackheath, B65 OEH ^ 

01215613785 3 

o 


All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing • Electrical 

• Brickwork • UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 

• Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


FREE 24hr Call Out 
Established since 1984 

20% DISCOUNT FOR OAP’S 
0121 602 3601 
0739 007 6739 


Decorating 



£cott$ 


WINDOW 8 
DOOR REPAIRS 


f 20 YEARS 
! EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED. / 


• Misty Units 

• Broken Locks 

• Door Repairs 

• Patio Doors 


07973 84 84 38 • 8800 034 0344 


Skip Hire 


www. harrisonsdecoratingservices. co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nldiarrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


ffiSf SS3BS Si GEM3 GH2S 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r v Painters & 
^ Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 
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Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 





mmmsmms 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


SWIFT LANDSCAPES 


FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE 


> PATIOS 

> BLOCKWORK 

> BRICKWORK 


> DRIVEWAYS > FENCING 

> TARMACING > DECKING 

> GARDEN CLEARNACE > TURFING 


FREE QUOTES 0121 602 5943 / 07818 119 453 


www.swiftlandscapes.co.uk 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & Ht 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 



KS 
SERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
?r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm_y 



MOT 


with this advert 

E RE-TEST 


Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121559 6001 iff 


0 




ALL 


772 WlS i: I 4 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



Fascias • Soffits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Mobile Hairdresser 


IMOBI LEM 
H A I RDRESSE 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


DATING 


your dating service ... 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


your advert call: iCT^^^Rour ad by text 

0844 381 5936 .nCuTdte* (ma^55 Chirac 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.shropshirestar.com 



0906 500 3724 


http://dating.shropshirestar.com 


Single Women 



HI I'm Pam, 42, slim, blonde, 
green eyes, discreet, loves 
cuddles, seeking similar discreet 
tactile male for mutual friendship 
with benefits. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424101 f§ 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

LOUISE, 39, tactile good-looking 
solvent female WLTM 
spontaneous male for holidays, 
spoiling and lots of fun times. 
Age/looks/status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424055 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

NAOMI, 43, attractive fun loving 
female with lots of love to offer a 
genuine caring guy. Come on, 
lets share all the good things life 
has to offer together! Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

424085 | 

KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3043 Box 422363 
CLARA, 32yr Irish lass working 
away from home and friends, 
lonely and looking for older male 
companionship with no ties or 
complications. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 424021 ! 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

FEMALE 50, seeks male of 
similar age for friendship, 
possible relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 350529 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
AMY 31 yr old single mum, new 
to the area, looking to meet male 
companion to help make me 
settle in and feel special again, 
age/status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

424051 | 

LORRAINE, attractive solvent 
brunette, 34yrs, own house/car 
wltm gent any age, looks 
unimportant but must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3031 Box 422415 
TALL, slim and curvy woman, 
57,,attractive with GSOH and 
varied interests, seeks similar 
man 50-65 Bristol area, for 
discreet assignations. Text only 
Mailbox: 5546538 
SUSIE, 36yrs, attractive, tall slim 
blonde seeks fifty shades of grey 
with discreet gent, must have a 
fun side looks unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3039 Box 424045 
DIANE, loving and caring, young 
72 year old, blond hair, brown 
eyes, smoker, looking for 
genuine male with gosh, for 
friendship. Walsall area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

424025 | 

JESSIE, sophisticated, well 
educated brunette lady, 38yrs, 
WLTM man of any age for 
discreet chats, meetings and 
more. Age/looks unimportant 
must have SOH. Box 4107857 
ELLA, 46, slim confident 
brunette, tired of spending lonely 
nights alone, seeking honest, 
romantic male to enjoy nights 
out, hopefully leading to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424015 | 


CAROLINE, bored housewife 
42, seeking a little excitement. 
Are you 30+ and discreet, if so 
ping me a text and give me a few 
details. Box: 4078682 
LOUISE, 39, tactile good-looking 
solvent female WLTM 
spontaneous male for holidays, 
spoiling and lots of fun times. 
Age/looks/status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
424055 | 

JANE, attractive blonde lady, 
genuine, sincere, likes theatre, 
meals out, looking to meet nice 
looking professional single man. 
Text only Mailbox: 5535192 
JULIE, attractive early 40’s 
brunette, size 10, varied 
interests, WLTM male for fun 
times, good conversations, 
spoiling and maybe more, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 423903 ! 
JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green 
eyes, cuddly build, likes going 
out, gym, reading, looking for an 
honest gentleman for 
friendship/possible relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
422257 | 

LYN, 39yrs, dark hair and blue 
eyes, WLTM action man of any 
age for fun and games. Tel No: 

0906 500 3724 Box No: 

423899 I 

JENNY, looking for a man, 45- 
55, for adult fun, must be 
discreet. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 423827 ® 

LADY, 48, 5ft2, hazel eyes, 
brown hair, likes bowling, meals 
out, nights in, ice skating, looking 
for a toy boy, 30-42, who is fun 
and enjoys life to have a good 
time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 422679 
LINDA, blonde green eyed lady 
with nice figure, likes gym, meals 
out, music, looking for male to 
enjoy fun times, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 423879 ® 

SUSAN divorced female 44, 
OHAC, no ties, loves to keep fit 
and look good, WLTM mature 
guy to fall in love with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

423849 I 

DORRIE, 39, sporty, fun, 
hardworking professional, seeks 
similar male to help liven up 
weekends and make her laugh. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423883 I 

BERNIE, 42yr olcT female, 

sophisticated, genuine, 

attractive, no ties, OHAC, looking 
for honest man. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423853 | 
LADY, 48, 5ft2, hazel eyes, 
brown hair, likes bowling, meals 
out, nights in, ice skating, looking 
for a toy boy, 30-42, who is fun 
and enjoys life to have a good 
time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 422679 || 

SUE, 58, feminine lady, 
attractive, intelligent and slim 
seeks genuine strong-minded 
male, I have so many interests 
please call to hear them. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423577 | 

RUTH, 41, single mum fed up 
with child play, looking for adult 
relationship with attractive loving 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:423629 | 

SINGLE, broadminded female, 
28, large breasted, seeks gent 
any age for discreet no strings 
adult fun. Looks unimportant. 
Text only Mailbox: 5526652 
THERESA, 44, green eyed 
single mum, very lonely, looking 
for loving companionship with 
male in similar situation, 
hopefully to become soul mates. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423601 | 

LINDA, 58, lonely lady, WLTM 
gentleman 59-64, non-smoker, 
likes walking in countryside and 
meals out. Coventry area. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423671 | 


AUTHORITATIVE demanding 
lady 54, requires servile male for 
household duties, any age. Text 
only Mailbox: 5527306 
SASHA 33yr old fun loving 
attractive single mum looking for 
love with open-minded male 
seeking similar fun times without 
ties. Status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

423573 | 

30YR old attractive confident 
businesswomen, frequently in 
area seeks older gent, for mutual 
spoiling, pampering and adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box 
No:423633 | 

IF you fancy a chat, are tall, dark 
and handsome, give Caroline, 
37, beautiful, tall, fit female a call. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423605 | 

SANDY, mature, very young 
looking widow seeks fit young 
man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423493 | 
LINDA, 58, lonely lady, likes 
walks in the countryside and 
meals out, WLTM a gentleman, 
59-64, n/s, Coventry area. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423547 | 

CARRIE single 29yr old slim 
pretty Care Assistant, looking for 
a fun guy for nights in/out, good 
times, love and laughter. Give 
me a ring. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 423489 | 

BEV 32, 5ft, petite, very pretty, 
trendy with a great figure and big 
personality, loves animals, 
children and WLTM fun male to 
be my soul mate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423473 | 
CAROL, 38, slim gorgeous 
brunette with lots of interests 
looking to put some romance 
back into life, seeking willing 
male to spoil rotten and love. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423439 I 

SANDY, mature, very young 
looking widow seeks fit young 
man to enjoy fun, cuddles and 
kisses. Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423493 | 


Single Men 



IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, 
late 50s, likes most things, 
holidays, gardening, motorbikes, 
WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel: 0906 
515 3028 Box 421345 
CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking 
Christian female, 35-45 for 
friendship, possibly more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
423747 I 

HELLO I am an easy going chap 
and I WLTM a lady, 55-65 for a 
permanent relationship, so 
please get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 424131 
SIMON, kind hearted, average 
looking chap. 44yrs, own 
business, sporty, fun loving. 
Would love to meet a genuine 
lady to spoil and pamper. Box: 
4138405 

TONY from Walsall, mid 50s, 
stocky build, looking to meet a 
lady any age/looks/race to have 
fun times with, so please get in 
touch if you’re interested. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

424067 | 

MALE looking for lady for no 
strings adult fun on a regular 
basis, within 10 miles of Walsall 
is preferred but not essential, 
age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 420873 
64 year old male, living in 
Northampton, WLTM a lady 
between 60-75, for friendship 
and outings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 419929 
MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown 
hair/eyes, attractive, good 
looking, OHAC/business, likes 
walks, day trips, cinema, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 348239 


PHIL, 53, 5ft7, stocky athletic 
build, likes keep fit, swimming, 
cosy nights in, meals out, WLTM 
an honest, attractive, caring lady, 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

421385 | 

MALE 40s, own business, 
professional, likes to enjoy life, 
clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 360283 
SEAN mixed race 44, seeks 
female, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3724 Box No: 
392363 | 

NOTTINGHAM Steve 59, N/S, 
GSOH, loyal, sincere, likes 
meals out, cinema, walks, seeks 
sincere female for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 401177 
MALE 43 slim, non-smoker, 
open minded, looking for 
naughty liaisons with a naughty 
minded lady for naughty fun only. 
Text only Mailbox: 5543476 
STEPHEN, 55 year old male, 
enjoys country walking, days out, 
weekends away, looking for 
caring female, 45-60, 
Leicestershire. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423859 
40YR old easy going guy, athletic 
and loves life is looking for some 
fun with a like-minded girl. Text 
only Mailbox: 5545609 
MARK 6ft, grey hair, 49, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No:391454 I 
JOHN, looking for a mature lady 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3724 Box No: 423789 | 
MALE, 44, very interesting 
person, own business, sporty, 
honest and genuine, likes nights 
out, meals out, cinema, country 
walks, WLTM a lady for 
friendship and good company 
leading to a permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 420841 | 

47 year old guy, lots of interests, 
seeks female, 42-49, for LTR, in 
the Leamington Spa/Rugby 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 423997 
PROFESSIONAL male, been 
hurt before, looking for female, 
30-42, give me a call. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

423991 | 

MALE, young looking 70, 5ft8, 
decent looking, down to earth, 
likes horses, driving, holidays, 
good company, looking for 
female partner to share nice 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3724 Box No: 423909 | 

DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black 
hair, blue eyes, medium build, 
likes sports, gardening, music, 
seeks female with GSOH and 
genuine. Tel No: 0906 500 3724 
Box No: 388372 
ATTRACTIVE open-minded 
male 57, seeks open-minded 
female any age or status to 
share adult times. Text only 
Mailbox: 5410860 
YOUNG 66-year-old attractive 
male would love to meet lovely 
lady for friendship, to enjoy 
meals out etc. Text only 
Mailbox: 5536750 
MALE 44, WLTM lady/single 
mum for friendship, maybe more. 
Text only Mailbox: 5535244 
MALE, attractive, tall, medium 
build and intelligent would like to 
meet genuine mature caring lady 
who wishes for a sincere 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5537519 

WELL made broad male, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, looking for 
some adult fun with lovely sexy 
lady for possible LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5321154 
MALE, retired, genuine, easy 
going, looking for a lady, 70s, 
who is honest with a GSOH, 
must be genuine and local to 
Coventry area, for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 423959 
MALE, single and handsome 
looking for an attractive blonde 
who likes socialising between 
age 33 and 36 for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5535777 
KIND male, 60, slim and fit, 
seeks ethnic lady, kids okay, 
must be slimmish, for day or 
evening meetings, married or 
single. Birmingham. Tel No: 
0906 500 3724 Box No: 

423907 I 


C u st o m e r s u p p o rt 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.shropshirestar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 19/09/16 































































































































































31 


GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Luxury Massage Chair and Stool 


Only £289.99 plus £19.95 P&P 


This stylish chair has been designed with comfort 
and relaxation in mind. The base rotates through 
360° and with its multi position reclining back, you 
are sure to find your perfect resting position. The 
added massage function can target up to three 
areas including upper legs, lumbar and back. With 
its five different modes and two intensity levels to 
choose from you can tailor the massage to your 
preferred choice and sit back and relax. 

Featuring elegant curved wooden legs and plush 
bonded leather-faced upholstery, it is available in 
three colours: black, brown or cream and there’s a 
matching foot stool for added relaxation. 

Chair measures: L90 x W68 x H103cm. 

Foot stool measures: L49 x W46.5 x FI43cm. 

Also available without the massage 
function for just £259.99. 

Maximum user weight: 130Kg. Some 
self-assembly required. 

To maintain the feel and look of the 
leather and keep the chairs in pristine 
condition why not add a bottle of our 
high quality leathercleaner and leather 
cream to your order. 


VIDEO (S 

AVAILABLE ONLINE ^ 



Product 

Code 

Price 

Was 

Save 

Black Massage Chair & Stool 

D9250 

£289.99 

p/ioo nn 

£210 

Cream Massage Chair & Stool 

D9251 

£289.99 

p/ioo nn 

zjn-yy.yy 

£210 

Brown Massage Chair & Stool 

D9252 

£289.99 

0/100 QQ 

£210 

Black Reclining Chair & Stool 

D9253 

£259.99 

£399.99 

£140 

Cream Reclining Chair & Stool 

D9254 

£259.99 

£399.99 

£140 

Brown Reclining Chair & Stool 

D9255 

£259.99 

POOP OO 

Loyy.yy 

£140 

Leather Cleaner 500ml 

D9229 

£7.99 

- 


Leather Cream 300ml 

D9230 

£7.99 

- 



Cream 



BioClear™ 

Skin Tag Remover 


Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



Remove unsightly skin tags 
and warts using this pain-free 
skin formula. This fast, effective 
method will leave your skin 
feeling silky smooth with no 
scars and is clinically proven to 
work on even the most sensitive 
of areas. Over 500,000 bottles 
have been sold worldwide. 18 
years and over. External use 
only. Do not ingest and keep 
away from the eye area. 15ml 
bottle. Please allow up to six 
weeks for results. 

D9105 1 Bottle - Skin Tag 
Remover £14.99 

D9105 2 Bottles - Skin Tag 
Remover £27.99 

D9105 3 Bottles - Skin Tag 
Remover £38.99 




Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Radio Controlled 
Alarm Clock 


Keep track of time and be on 
time with this essential radio 
controlled alarm clock from 
Zennox. With radio control 
it sets the correct time and 
changes automatically in 
spring and autumn. 

Featuring a large round face, 
hour and minute hands, 
there is also a digital display 
for seconds. It features a 
handy light and snooze 
button on the top. The alarm 
is easy to set with a manual 
dial at the back and a simple 
flick of a switch will turn it 
on or off. 

Measures L6 x W12 x HI5 
cm. Requires 1 x AA battery 
(not supplied). 

D9554 Radio Controlled 
Alarm Clock 

D1841 Pack 4 AA Duracell 
Batteries £3.49 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 

66041 


Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 13th June - 13th September 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (66041), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTni i i i m i i i i i i srm/m a? m/m sss rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£19.95 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 


Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


1 

Family 


COMPASS ECHO 340/2 touring 
caravan, very good condition. 
£700. Many extras sold separately. 
Call Roger 07807 440114. 



Lovely Static Caravan 12’ & 3 
bedrooms, ample seating & 
located on a 12 month Owners 
only park, WR65UB. 
£ 20 , 000 . 

07476 459995. 




WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 



MOBILITY SCOOTER Very good 
condition. Four wheeler. £295. 
07508 311029. 


CARAVAN WANTED 


Cash on pick up ASAP. 
Caravan Wanted 

Call me on 
07717 090817 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 25th September 


"\ 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



GENESIS EQUILIBRIUM excellent 
road bike, £500 o.n.o. 01902 
743409. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

Caravans 35x12 DG & CH from 
£15,000. 11 month holiday season. 
01584823433. www.bcpark.co.uk 

We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BK CONTESSA 

Bluebird, 2003, Static, 26ft x 
12ft Caravan. 2 bedroom, 6- 
berth, sighted close near to the 
river in Worcester. 

Very good condition. 
£8,500 ovno. 01691 659071 or 
07583 629907. 


CARAVAN New, Abbi Oakley, on 
quiet farm site, overlooking pool, 
fishing, woodland walks, Chel- 
marsh, Bridgnorth. 01746 861192. 



CHEAP STATIC CARAVAN 


For sale on a scenic woodland 
park in Cornwall. Swimming 
pool, Showbar, Crazy golf, Kids 
entertainment and pet friendly. 

For more info call Jemma. 

£18,995. 

01208 869290. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

Willoughby Shrewsbury 2000 
Sited on quiet family run park in 
Mid Wales, 2 fishing pools. 

£ 6 , 000 . 

Telephone 01686 413544 
(evenings). 


KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



ROLAND D-50 synthesizer, as new 
condition, serviced, 3 memory 
cards, travel case, £390 ono. 
01384 372430 


TECHNICS CABINET 

Contains tuner, tape deck, 
Sony amp, Phillips CD player. 
Also Technics microphone and 
2 separate speakers, all dated 
but working fine. 

£50. 

01902 659116. 



FULL SET GOLF clubs, balls, tees, 
irons, etc, £120. 

01384 896654. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

WOLVERHAMPTON RACE COURSE, 
DUNSTALL PARK, WV6 OPE. 

SUNDAY 25TH SEPT 
9 AM - 4 PM 

07783 680 627 
ADMISSION ONLY £1.50! 

* www.blackcountryfairs.co.uk * 


markets 




THREE SETS of cream curtains 
9ftx7ft, lined, various prices, walnut 
display cabinet, pristine condition, 
£50. 01902 703528 Coven. 



f 

CHAISE LOUNGE 

As new, white with swarovski 
crystals, stunning price 

£399. 

Call 07342 746919. 
01384 858866. 



CHESTERFIELD 

3 seater and 2 seater colour 
Oxblood Brand New real top 
leather in the box never been 
used must sell less than half the 
price. £1,150 can deliver. 
Mobile 0734 274 6919 


LARGE THREEpiece suite, dark 
brown leather, from DFS, was 
£2,500, excellent condition. £300. 
07967 360082. Must collect. 

TEAK CIRCULAR table, extending 
to oval, 4 matching chairs, as new, 
£70.01902 894593. 

TEAK COCKTAIL cabinet and 2 
drawer TV cabinet, £50 for both. 
01902 894593. 

WHITE KITCHEN table and 2 stools, 
beech surround with tiles, as new, 
£65. 01902 894593. 



BOSCH TABLETOP dishwasher, 
£125. Hotpoint washing Machine, 
WMA0863P, £200. Both as new, 
01902 894593. 



2 CONCRETE castletops fencing, 2 
gravel boards, 6ft, plus 3 posts, 
£60. 01902 337990/07951 533963. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BED LINEN including duvets and 
duvet sets. Call for prices. 01902 
530138 or 07784 318766. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED. Old car and motorcycle, 
tractor and truck brochures, sales 
leaflets, books, hand books and 
manuals. 01743 718323. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


■ HG1TAL I 
9 EFUALS 

fn *13 ,'!$£■ 


U77Wli nT*T?/i r;i y n ji/JTTW 


7023© 


m _i 


alarms/security 


] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery " 

cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


external rendering / 
insulation 


50% OF ALL EXTERNAL RENDER¬ 
ING, small jobs no problem, fully 
guaranteed 07891 920567 


fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

_ ays of quality fencing, 

concrete posts, gravel boards 

HEAVY DUTY PANELS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portwav Rd W'burv 


www.portwayfendng.c 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

mziw 


IT WORKS 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 
y services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p 
garden. 25 years experience. C 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to can y out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


home 

y improvements 



Quality Bathroom and Kitchen 
installation 
Plastering, tiling, carpentry 



house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


removals 


KT REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 
STOURBRIDGE REMOVALS 
reliable, economical, free quote 
(07802)876876 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSILLS 
SKIP HIRE 


Rt works! 


FOR ME 



Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



Pets & 

L Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



FRIENDLY HAMSTERS 2 female 
hamsters with cages and acces¬ 
sories free to good home. 

01902 790125. 

KITTENS, eight weeks old, weaned 
and litter trained, £20 each. 

Telephone 01902 689992 or 
07923 678885. 

KITTENS for sale, 9 weeks old, all 
female, ginger, black and white and 
all black. £40. 07765 652167. 

SHIH TZU X Chihuahua male dog, 
long black/white fluffy fur. Weaned, 
wormed and chipped. Ready Sept 
24. Deposit secures. £350. 01384 
76385 / 0779 2607828. 


s.o.s. 

A FOSTER HOME IN 
URGENTLY NEEDED FOR 
REX 

A lovely medium sized 
Labrador Cross, Rex, is 13 
years old, healthy and has got a 
super temperament. 

His owner can no longer keep 
him due to new puppy in the 
home. 

All expenses will be met by the 
rescue. 

Call 01384 252158. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

seeks employment, private and 
commercial, all types of brickwork. 
07534 767256. 

MAN 56 Full driving licence, experi¬ 
enced case maker needs work, 
days/nights/shifts/weekends, any¬ 
thing considered. 07754 121452. 



HGV CLASS 1 AGGREGATE 
TIPPER DRIVER - No nights out. 
£11 p/h. Halesowen area. Rayven 
Transport 0121 559 3342 


full time - general 



Windsor High School 
and Sixth Form 

A part of the Windsor Academy Trust 

Headteacher: Mr Stephen Lanckham, B.Ed. (Hons), NPQH 

Cleaners 


15 Hours per week, working evenings, 
Monday - Friday, 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
All Year Round 
Rate of pay £7.28 per hour 


We require part time cleaners to work 
3 hours per day, as specified above. 

Main duties include cleaning and buffing floors, 
and general cleaning. Experience preferred 
but not essential as training will be given. 

For an application pack, please visit our website, 
www.windsor.windsoracademytrust.org.uk or 
contact Sue Cooper on 0121 550 1452. 

Closing date for applications: 

Friday 23 September 2016 at 12.30 pm 

Windsor High School and Sixth Form is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
This post is subject to an enhanced DBS. 


THE EARLS HIGH SCHOOL, 

Furnace Lane, Halesowen, 

West Midlands. B63 3SL 

Tel: 01384 816105 

Email: recruitment@earls.dudley.sch.uk 

ICT TECHNICIAN 

Grade 4, Scale Points 14 - 17 
Term time only, 39 weeks 
£14,163 - £15,080 p.a. 

The Governors wish to appoint an ICT Technician to support 
the teaching and learning of students in the School. 

Please contact the School for further details and an Application Form 
or visit our website: www.earlshighschool.org 
CLOSING DATE: Friday 30th September 2016 
The Earls High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced Disclosure & 
Barring Service check. 



VFE 


TIG Welder / Fabricator 

Vacuum Furnace Engineering Ltd has a vacancy _ 

for a qualified TIG welder with fabrication experience. 

Good TIG welding skills are essential along with an acceptable 
level of other widely used welding techniques. 

General fitting and other hand skills would be an advantage. 

The successful applicant will enjoy excellent working 
conditions at our factory near Stourbridge, and will also be 
required to work occasionally overseas, for which additional 
payments are made. 

The position carries an attractive salary, with paid overtime 
for weekend working and expenses when working away 
from home, which is estimated at 3 or 4 days per month, 
dependent upon work / customer requirements at the time. 


Please write to: 

Factory Manager, Vacuum Furnace Engineering Ltd, Unit 8 
Hingley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RR. 





I NGINEERI 


Must have experience within the industry 
Based in Long Lane, Halesowen 
Good rates of pay & working conditions 


Please forward c.v. to: 


stuart.humpherson@rydalewindows.co.uk 
or telephone 0121 559 4211 



DRIVER 

very experienced, seeks work 
on skips, tippers or machine 
driver, van driving, HGV licence 
CPC etc, full or part time 
anything considered. 
01922 512935. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 

Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



Midland News Association, publisher of the Express & Star and Shropshire 
Star, is at the forefront of newspaper and digital media technologies. 

They are constantly looking at embracing new technologies to improve its 
business and become more efficient. 

There is a rare opportunity for an IT Support Technician within the MNA technical 
support team, the successful candidate will have a willingness to work under 
pressure and work unsociable hours on a continental style shift basis. 

A wide range of technologies are currently, and projected to be employed, 
these include but are not limited to: Local and Wide Area Networking, Linux, 
Microsoft Active Directory, Windows Server and Desktop, Sybase, Google 
Apps for Business, Mysql and MSSQL. The ideal candidate may not necessarily 
have experience in all these technologies but should have knowledge of Server, 
Desktop and Network Technology. The candidate should have an understanding 
of the Windows domain environment, have creative problem-solving skills. They 
will be expected to respond to and prioritise incoming requests promptly and 
professionally, working with all levels and varying positions of staff. 

Whilst this is a demanding role it is also a rewarding one, being a part of bringing 
local newspapers and digital content to its readers each day. 

Applications including a full CV should be sent to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk 
Closing date for applications: 30th September 2016 


Owners of Express & Star Ltd and Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 


Express & Star STAR 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 05 reg., 
immaculate condition, 11 months 
MoT. £999. 

07758 746250. 

FORD KA 2008 MoT history, 56,000 
genuine miles, drives, looks great, 
EW, pas, CL, £1,095. 

07449 431723. 



FORD KA 

55 plate. 

Good runner. 
Lady owner. 

MoT February. 
72,000 genuine miles. 
£400. 

No dealers. 

Call or text 
07972 337075 
or 

07572 337412 



FORD KA LUXURY 

3dr hatchback, silver, MoT May 
2017, very good condition, 
black leather, lots spent, 

£825 ono. 

07576 308558 


FORD STREETKA Luxury 1.6, con¬ 
vertible, 2004, silver. Long MoT, 
new parts, good condition, £800 
ono. 01384 258713. 


BU 

HYUNDIA AMICA 


56 plate, IIOOcc, MoT’d, 5dr, 
very good condition, 45mpg. 

£750. 


07810 590427. 



8 

Motoring 





BMW 320D2.0SE 


2008, E90, 3 series, 4-dr, 
103,138 miles, FSH, just had 
service by Main Deafer, start 
stop model, 10 months MoT, 
cheap tax, 6-speed, Air con, 
cruise control, parking sensors 
at rear, new timing chains, fly 
wheel and clutch (done by 
BMW Main Dealer), good 
condition. 

£5,950 ono. 

01691 655520/ 

07779 330084. 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 



FORD FIESTA 

2000 reg, 66k, red, air bag, air 
condition, MoT, 

£320. 

07949 517909. 


MINI COOPER silver, 2003, MoT till 
Januaiy, 61,000 miles, new clutch 
in April, full service, £2,000 ono. 
07939 960855. 

PEUGEOT 207, 56 reg, 1360cc, lady 
owner, red, with red/black interior, 
full MoT, low mileage, good condi¬ 
tion, £2,300 ono. 07973 483797. 



MAZDA 3 SPORT 


2005, 5-dr hatchback, red, 
black interior, alloy wheels, 
sports pack, radio / CD player, 
EW, EM, AC, MoT till Feb 2017. 

£2,490. 

01384 401209. 


EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


★ ★★ 

NISAN NOTE 
1.6 ACENTA 

58 reg. 5 door. 

58 reg. Lady driver. 
Bronze. 

104k. 

£2,350 ono. 
01902 747180/07774 
898966. 

★ ★★ 


LOOK 


NISSAN NOTE 
1.5 DIESEL 

2011, caffe latte colour, 26,000 
miles, long MoT, sat nav, road 
tax £20per annum, 

£5,250 ono. 

01384 79360. 


LOOK 


RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 

DCI 8 diesel, 2007, 74,500 miles, 
silver, new shape, 5dr, very good 
condition. £2,299 07879 403302. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2, reg 2010, 
flame red, only 20,400 miles, fsh 
and MoT July 2017. £3,750. 
Telephone 07785 333589. 



TOYOTA RAV4 


2005, 69,700 miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking^ pas, 
sunroof, Alloys, CD 
£3,150. 

07817 309844. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 


1.4, 2009, 5-dr, silver,. 
Vauxhall FSH, 56,000 miles, 

£2,700. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN XANTIA 1.9TD, 1999, 2 
owners, 80,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT, silver, very good condition, 
£650 ono. 07908 009210. 

FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 11 months MoT, 
alloys wheels, low mileage, electric 
windows, good condition, £695. 

Telephone 07754 557861. 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 05 reg., 
immaculate condition, 11 months 
MoT. £900. 07758 746250. 



FORD FOCUS C-MAX 1.6 


Spacious boot, clean and 
reliable, alloy wheels, air con, 
MoT April 2017. 

£675. 


07718 622950. 




1.2cc, petrol, 3-dr, lady owner. 
Requires new lady owner. 

Only 19,000 miles, FSH, full 
MoT, Magenta red, tinted 
windows, rear sensors, 
warranty, 

No offers. £6000. 

01902 765739. 


KIA SEDONA diesel, 04 plate, auto¬ 
matic, long MoT, good condition, 
Illness forces sale. £900 ono, 
01384 211752. 

MGF VVC 97, 85k, 6 months MoT, 
£995 phone after 5pm. No tyre 
kickers. Dudley area. 07565 
717835. 

PEUGEOT 206 2002, 68,000 miles, 
Red, electric windows, air bag, 
MoT, central locking, Alloy wheels. 
£450. 07723 757489. 

PEUGEOT 206 INDEPENDENT, 54 
reg, CD player, alloys, MoT, £550. 

Telephone 01902 429693 or 
07791 001414. 


G000 RUNNER 


PEUGEOT 207 SPORT 

3 door hatchback, Reg 2006. 
Petrol. Full MoT. 

New cam belt. 

£1,200 ono. 

07762 824389. 


G000 RUNNER 


PEUGEOT 307 HDi Rapier, 5Dr, 
silver, MoT, CD, good condition/ 
runner, £475. o.n.o. 07511 749321. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RENAULT CLIO 

1.2. 53 reg. 

3 door. Blue. 
65,500 miles 
(low mileage) 

12 months MoT. 
Good runner. 
£695 ovno. 
01952 810810/0781 
7747695. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RENAULT CLIO diesel, 02, cheap 
tax & insurance SR, SH, excellent 
condition, £475. 

07514 711600. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 Extreme, 
2003, low mileage, 10 months MoT, 
nice condition. £475 ono. 

Telephone 07546 438009. 

SEAT IBIZA 2004, 72,000 Miles, 
red, long MoT clean car good 
engineEl ,150 ono. 01384 78804. 


SUZUKI ALTO 
AUTOMATIC 


lOOOcc, 2005, two previous 
owners, books and spare keys, 
excellent conditon, 

£1,400. 

01902 753545 or 07800 
637961. 


TOYOTA MR2 CONVERTIBLE 

Roadster, 2001, 101,188 miles, 
MoT July 2017, £1,000. 

Telephone 07796 628908. 


VW GOLF GTi, 2001, blue, long 
MoT, many new parts, alloy wheels, 
AC, sun roof, £500. 07549 871679. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



^4^ Homer’s 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 


01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



KAWASKI ER 650F 58 reg, 3,039 
miles, first to see will buy, one 
owner from new. £3,300 ovno. 
01562 637130. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Property 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton, from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 


TETTENHALL Flat to rent, 
DSS/working, good condition, DG. 
07552 831885 or 01902 753217. 



1©GK 

TINGDENE FULLY 
RESIDENTIAL DOUBLE 
UNIT PARK HOME. 

Two bedrooms. 

One en-suite. 

Private gardens and parking. 
Sited in Telford area. 

Call for full details. 
07810 044813/07801 
530894. 

IGXD K 


properties wanted 


(every time 1 .) 

WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 

• COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 



ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



IT WORKS 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 



0121 405 0797 


OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 




IT WORKS 


“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319191 


UMq i anBU BnBia 

PRIVATE BUYER required 
detached property with annex or 
potential for same in very quiet 
rural area. 01952 461101. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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Personals 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


★ ★★ 

SEMI RETIRED GENT 

Medium build, no ties, enjoys 
music, countryside, meals in or 
out, days out and holidays, 
WLTM nice slim / medium lady 
45 - 65, with a good sense of 
humour and young outlook. 
Box Number P20543 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 
GENTLEMAN 
70’S 

GSOH, outgoing non smoker, 
looking for similar lady for 
companionship, meals and 
nights out etc. 
Wolverhampton based. 

Box Number P20534, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


EDUCATED 
PROFESSIONAL LADY 
EARLY 50’s 

Looking for professional male 
who is attractive, genuine and 
caring, enjoys quiet nights in, 
outdoor life and holidays 
abroad. 

Early 50’s to mid 60’s, who is 
caring, honest and respectable, 
no ties, must be willing to travel, 
for Friendship maybe more. 
Genuine replies only, previous 
responders need not write 
again thank you. 

Photo appreciated, returned. 
Box Number P20548, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

LADY, SLIM, 

ATTRACTIVE, 51 


Solvent, wishes to meet 
gentleman, 48-55 (no older 
please) for friendship, possible 
lasting relationship. 

Box Number P20541, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


LADY WISHING TO MEET 
GENTLEMAN, 58-70 

I am 65 years old, blonde and 
attractive, nice personality, 
wishing to meet someone 
honest and trustworthy from 
Wolverhampton and local 
surrounding area. 

I am a car owner and would like 
someone else who also drives 
and owns a car. 

Box Number P20537, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


VERY LONELY GENT 

WLTM very lonely lady, 70’s for 
companionship or relationship. 

I am very young at heart, love 
life and everything in life, includ¬ 
ing all music, TV, etc, very loyal 
with a romantic nature. 
Even if you are house bound, 
please reply, must be a genuine 
warm hearted lady please. 

All replies will be answered. 
Stourbridge, Brierley Hill and 
local area. 

Interested in pen friends the 
same. 

Box Number P20539, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


YOUNG MAN 55 

Looking for nice you lady, who 
is caring and sharing. 

For Friendship possibly more. 

Box Number P20549, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 
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34 DRIVETIME 


Inspired by the GT spirit 


By Anthony Martyn 


DS Performance, synonymous 
with the FIA Formula E Cham¬ 
pionship, is the creative force 
behind a new trim level - £ DS 
Performance Line’ that will be 
available across the DS Automo¬ 
biles range from October. 

Officially revealed for the first time 
today, the DS Performance Line com¬ 
bines the spirit of the GT with refine¬ 
ment and the latest DS brand technol¬ 
ogies. 

For DS Automobiles, the last year has 
been all about performance. DS Virgin Rac¬ 
ing reached the podium in its first Formula E 
season by winning the Buenos Aires E-prix 
and repeatedly finishing in the points or 
starting at the front of the grid throughout 
the 2015/2016 campaign. 

DS E-TENSE was revealed at the Geneva 
Motor Show as a unique, high-performance 
electric car showcasing future DS technolo¬ 
gy and styling, and new DS 3 Performance 
and new DS 3 Cabrio Performance were 
recently launched as two models proudly 
expressing their dynamic credentials. 

Now, with the introduction of the DS Per¬ 
formance Line, the brand’s engineers and 
designers - along with the DS Performance 
motor sport division - have utilised their 
know-how to create this new offering. 

“The ‘DS Performance Line’ offers all the 
fundamental ingredients of a Grand Tourer, 
namely style and driving pleasure,” said 
Eric Apode, DS Automobiles’ vice president 
for products and business development. 


Be it a new DS 3, new DS 3 Cabrio, new 
DS 4 or DS 5, a Performance Line model is 
instantly recognisable. 

Each body style is specified with a con¬ 
trasting black roof, combined with a specific 
palette of body colours (seven for DS 3, six 
for DS 4, and five for DS 5). 

The new large gloss black alloy wheels 
feature the DS logo set against a Carmine 
Red background on the centre caps to add 
exclusivity to all DS Performance Line mod¬ 
els. 

The signature colours of DS Performance 
(Carmine Red, White and Gold) are seen on 
key components of the vehicle, such as the 
door mirrors and the rear spoiler. In addition, 
the front doors and bonnet are adorned with 
special new ‘DS Performance Line’ badges. 

Values 

Refinement and attention to detail are two 
fundamental values for DS Automobiles. The 
DS Performance Line pays tribute to these 
brand values with a number of specific fea¬ 
tures including a new style of upholstery 
with black Dinamica cloth, or a choice of two 
grades of leather trim. The overstitching on 
the seats reflects the colours of DS Perfor¬ 
mance. 

The special stitching also adorns the door 
panels, the gear lever gaiter and the leather 
steering wheel.In addition, the front seats are 
embroidered with a ‘DS Performance Line’ 
emblem. 

The quality of the leather, and the other 
materials used, enhances the refinement of 
each interior. A choice of either grained or 
Nappa leather is available across the entire 
range. 

There is metallic detailing within the cab¬ 
in, including chrome inserts on the steering 



DS Performance Line is 
dedicated to drivers 
seeking GT-inspired 
styling, combined with 
a choice of refined and 
efficient engines 


wheel and door sill protectors to further en¬ 
hance the meticulous style of the interior. 
Finally, new DS 3, new DS 4 and DS 5 offer 
LED lighting to illuminate the cabin. 

On the outside, the DS grille is accentu¬ 
ated by the DS LED Vision light signature 
- a technology that takes distinction to a 
new level. 

The DS Performance Line features a 
broad range of efficient engines with out¬ 
standing torque, ultra-low C02 emissions 
and fuel consumption. All these engines 
feature Stop & Start technology. 


The Performance Line also features the 
DS brand’s latest technological develop¬ 
ments including a 7-inch touchscreen, 
Satellite Navigation, Mirror Screen (Mir- 
rorLink® and Apple CarPlay™), and DS 
connected services via the DS Connect 
Box. 

With its dynamic look, the DS Perfor¬ 
mance Line is dedicated to drivers seek¬ 
ing GT-inspired styling, combined with a 
choice of refined and efficient engines. 

The DS Performance Line will go on sale 
in the UK on October 1. 



New Transporter Panel Van 


From just £245 a month* 

"Business users only. 


Contract Hire Transporter T26 SWB Van 2.0 TDI 84PS Startline BMT contract hire A 

OTR Retail Cash Price £22,276 Total Initial Rental £735* 

Monthly Rental £245* Excess Mileage 6p per mile 

Expected Annual Mileage 10,000 Duration of Agreement 36 months 


l Please visit our website or contact one of our dedicated l 

1 van centres below to take 

advantage of this offer. 

1 Greenhous Volkswagen Shrewsbury 

Greenhous Volkswagen Bilston 

Ennerdale Road, Harlscott, 

Trinity Road, Bilston, 

Shrewsbury SY1 3LD 

West Midlands WV14 7EF 

Telephone: 01743 453950 

Telephone: 01902 357230 



✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Kerbed alloys 


✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



www.greenhousvolkswagen.co.uk 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 





























YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN FORD MAIN DEALER 





LOW 

PRICES 


LOW 

PAYMENTS 



12 REG FIAT PANDA 1.2 EASY 5DRA/C0N BLUE 25574 MILES.£4,499 

10 REG CORSA1.2 SXI5DR AIR CON BLUE/GREY 22308 MILES.£4,499 

59 REG KIA SOUL 1.6 CRDI DIESEL SOUL 2 5DR AIR CON SILVER 63321 MILES.£4,499 

15 REG FIAT PANDA 1.2 POP 5DRWHITE 5544 MILES.£5,999 

62 REG VAUXHALL MERIVA1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIVE 5DR AUTOMATIC BLUE/GREY 32343 MILES £6,399 

14 REG PEUGEOT 2081.2 VTI ACCESS+ 3DR GREY 17878 MILES.£6,999 

13 REG SUZUKI SX41.6 SX4 SZ4 WHITE 33678 MILES.£6,999 

64 REG TOYOTA AYG01.0 WT-I ICE 5DR AIR CON WHITE 6920 MILES.£7,499 

63 REG ZAFIRA 1.6115PS EXCLUSIVE 7STR SILVER 13425 MILES.£7,999 

62 REG MIN11.6 COPPER LONDON 2012 BT BLACK 20496 MILES.£7,999 

13 REG VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4TSEF+R PARK H.SEATS ICE BLUE 19971 MILES.£8,499 

64 REG CITROEN DS31.6HDIAIRDREAM DSTYLE+ 3DR SILVER 19367 MILES.£8,999 

13 REG KIA CEED1.6 GDI SE SAT NAV R.CAM 3DR PETROL ORANGE 26660 MILES.£9,999 

65 REG MOKKA 1.6 TECH LINE ORANGE 10028 MILES.£13,499 

61 REG VW TIGUAN 2.0 TDI4M0TI0N TDCI AUTO CHAMPAGNE 34483 MILES.£13,499 

15 REG TOYOTA AVENSIS 2.0 D4-D ICON BUS-ED ESTATE BLACK 11576 MILES.£14,499 

10 REG KA 1.2 STUDIO 3DR BLACK 31955 MILES.£3,699 

11 REG KA 1.2 ZETEC 3DR STROBE 35029 MILES.£4,699 

11 REG KA 1.2 ZETEC 3DR BLUSH 25748 MILES.£4,999 

58 REG FIESTA 1.6 ZETEC S 3DR RED 64747 MILES.£5,999 

61 REG FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SILVER 24147 MILES.£6,499 

60 REG FIESTA 1.6 TITANIUM 5DR F+R PARK INK BLUE 24144 MILES.£6,799 

11 REG FIESTA 1.6 ZETEC S S1600 BLUETOOTH BLUE 29749 MILES.£6,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 6826 MILES.£7,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PACK SILVER 31345 MILES.£7,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PACK SILVER 33227 MILES.£7,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CANDY BLUE 23451 MILES.£7,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 5722 MILES.£7,999 


14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 3DR ZETEC ECOBOOST SYNC RED 13647 MILES.£8,199 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC BLACK 24557 MILES.£8,499 

13 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CANDY BLUE 28220 MILES.£8,499 

63 REG NEW FIESTA 1.6 ZETEC 5DR PWR SHIFT F+RPK NOSYNC MAGENTA 20456 MILES.£8,499 

15 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC MID SKY 10912 MILES.£8,499 

64 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 3DR SYNC RED 6556 MILES.£8,999 

64 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PACK BLACK 10875 MILES.£8,499 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5 DOOR SYNC + CITY PACK SILVER 4679 MILES.£8,699 

15 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC WHITE 25224 MILES.£8,999 

64 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC WHITE 13964 MILES.£8,999 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0100 TITANIUM 5DR CON PK SILVER 28654 MILES.£8,999 

65 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC CANDY BLUE 11176 MILES.£9,499 

14 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0125 TIT X 5DR R.CAM H.SEATS DI BLUE 22425 MILES.£9,999 

16 REG NEW FIESTA 1.5TDCI TITANIUM X 5DR NAV CANDY RED 250 MILES.£16,999 

09 REG FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR OCEAN 41612 MILES.£4,699 

60 REG FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR BT SILVER 44000 MILES.£5,499 

11 REG FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR CITY PK APP PK SILVER 45622 MILES.£6,499 

63 REG FOCUS 1.0125 ZETEC 5DR APP PACK RED 33163 MILES.£8,499 

12 REG FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR PRIV R.SENS CANDY RED 12473 MILES.£8,699 

14 REG FOCUS 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR APP PACK MICASTONE13562 MILES.£8,999 

13 REG FOCUS 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM 5DR RED 35157 MILES.£9,499 

14 REG FOCUS 1.0125 TITANIUM NAVIGATOR CANDY RED 16501 MILES.£10,499 

64 REG FOCUS 1.0125 ZETEC S 5DR DI BLUE 21301 MILES.£10,999 

62 REG C-MAX1.6 TDCI ZETEC 5DR REAR SENS SILVER 53221 MILES.£7,499 

63 REG C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM 5DR REAR SENS SILVER 11942 MILES.£10,999 

13 REG G-CMAX 1.6 TDCI ZETEC 5DR REAR SENS RED 32555 MILES.£10,999 

11 REG KUGA 2.0 TDC1163 TITANIUM AP.PK R.SENS BLACK 51600 MILES.£11,499 



TOYOTA AYGO 

1.0 VVT-ICE 
5DR, AIR CON, 
WHITE, 6,920 MILES 

£7499 


T Wall Ford 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 
Tel: 01384 288 333 



13 REG KIA CEED 

1.6 GDI 5E3DR, SAT 
NAV, R.CAM ORANGE, 
26,660 MILES 



6i regV W TIGUAN 


2.0 TDI 4 MOTION TDCI 
AUTOCHAMPAGNE, 
34,383 MILES 

£13499 


Part of an Award 
winning Family 
Run Business 
established 1953 


n Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/twallford 

Your localFord Dealer 



www. t wa l If o rd .co. u k 


Pictures for illustration purposes only, offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions apply. 





















































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, September 22, 2016 


seDRIVETIME 



OakGarage® 

.co.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 



Our Low Mileage Selection 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Red Only 2000 Miles 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II Grey Only 2000 Miles 
13 Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta CVT Grey Only 2000 Miles 

60 Ford Ka 1.2 Titanium Blue Only 2000 Miles 

13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive Blue Only 4000 Miles 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr, Brown Only 4000 Miles 

13 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr, Blue Only 4000 Miles 
65 Vauxhall Adam 1.2i Jam 3dr Red Only 5000 Miles 

14 Honda Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC ES Plus CVT Silver 6000 Miles 

15 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 92 Active Grey Only 9000 Miles 

13 Citroen Berlingo Multi 1.6 HDi XTR EGS6 Black 9000 Miles 

64 Suzuki SX4 S Cross 1.6 SZ3 5dr, Red Only 11000 Miles 
64 Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI S Blue Only 12000 Miles 

13 Citroen C4 Gr Picasso 1.6 HDi Edition Red 12000 Miles 


£8,995 

£9,995 

£7,495 

£5,795 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£7,495 

£8,695 

£10,495 

£10,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£9,995 

£10,995 


Others 

05 Jaguar X-type 2.0d SE 5dr [Euro 4], Black 66k £3,495 

13 Kia Soul 1.6 GDi 2 5dr, Silver 27k ,, - ^ £7,795 

12 Kia Sportage 1.7 CRDi ISG 2 Black 43k £11,295 

58 Lexus Is 5.0 V8 IS F Auto Red 58k £20,995 

13 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom Red 29k £8,995 

13 Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynam TomTom Blue 38K £7,995 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa 5dr DSG, Silver 16K £8,995 

13 Suzuki Splash 1.2 SZ4 5dr Auto, Blue 44K £5,795 

62 Volvo XC60 D5 [215] R Design AWD Geartronic White 24k £19,995 


Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 




Citroen _ 

10 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Grey 56k 

10 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 27k 
13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ EGS6 White 28k 
13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ EGS6 Red 31 k 
13 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi Platinum Red 13k 
Ford 

12 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Silver Only 15000 Miles 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 35k 

62 Ford Galaxy 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr [Start Stop], Black 61 k 
13 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 37K 
Nissan 

13 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta Blue 32k 

63 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta 5dr, Red 18k 
13 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 24k 

11 Nissan Juke 1.6 Tekna 5dr, Grey 38K 
13 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr, Black 24k 
13 Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec+ 5dr Auto, Beige 13K 
13 Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec+ 5dr Auto, White 20k 
13 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] Acenta Red 25k 
13 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 [117] 360 5dr, Grey 22k 

13 Nissan QASHQAI+2 1.6 [117] Acenta 5dr Red 27K 
Peugeot 

09 Peugeot 107 1.0 Verve 5dr, Blue 22k 

14 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC, Blue 20K 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Black 30k 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II 5dr, Grey 28K 
61 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 92 Access 5dr, Grey 33K 
Vauxhall 

10 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V [100] SE 5dr Auto, Silver 37k 

12 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4i 16V Exclusiv 5dr, Brown 24k 
61 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4i 16V Exclusiv Black 39K 
63 Vauxhall Mokka 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr 4WD, White 43K 
12 Vauxhall Zafira 1,6i [115] Design Red 22k 
12 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design [125]Grey 37K 

V 13 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav Black 16k 


£5,495 

£6,495 

£7,295 

£6,495 

£10,495 




Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Megane’s 
freshened 
up range 
pleasing 

By Ian Donaldson 


EVER heard of the Renault Talisman? Thought 
not; you’re only likely to see one if you ven¬ 
ture across the Channel or, perhaps cruise 
past the French embassy in London. 

For the Talisman, successor to the old Laguna, is not sold 
here. Too big for Britain, you see, where our larger cars need 
posher badges to sell. But the Talisman plays an important 
part in a car very much on sale here, and crucial to the con¬ 
tinuing better fortunes of Renault in the UK. 

Say hello to the new Renault Megane, a core vehicle in the 
French car maker’s sales ledger on our side of the Channel 
and now presented in its fourth generation for our delight. 

Bolder looking (much, and elegantly stylish too), the new 
Megane is longer and lower than before but, thankfully for 
our crowded streets, precisely the same modest width as 
before. The wheels, with up to a sporty 18ins alloy rim avail¬ 
able, are set further apart front and rear and across the body 
too, again helping the newcomer look energetically athletic. 

Night and day, you are helped to notice the new Megane 
with rows of permanently lit LEDs at front and rear, which the 
designers say helps make the car look wider (they always 
like that). They will also like an interior that cuts down on 
buttons to the extent that just about any adjustments outside 
cabin temperature are handled by taps on a touchscreen 
whose generous size dominates the centre of the dash and 
adds an expensive feel; not quite in Tesla territory but the 
Megane inhabits a much more affordable part of the market. 

Prices start at £16,600 and top out at £25,500 (for the 
moment) for a range that takes in four engines; a couple 
of diesels with 110 or 130 horsepower and a pair of petrol 
models, offering 130hp or - in the current range topper - a 
205 horsepower GT with auto gears and a bit of attitude. 

Later this year a Sport Tourer estate joins the five-door 
hatch and 2017 sees a low emissions hybrid diesel/electric 
version and a pure diesel with two turbos and a healthy 165 
horsepower. 

Platform 

Helping the new Megane feel grown up are front seats 
from the car mentioned at the top of this story - the car 
you’ve never heard of. In fact the Talisman donates much 
more than that to the common cause, including its engines 
and other oily bit you don’t see. 

Most important of all is the platform the car is built on. 
Again invisible to car buyers, this complicated piece of 
pressed, folded and welded metal costs billions to develop 
and sharing its start up investment makes everything more 
affordable. You will find it under most current and forthcom¬ 
ing Renault cars and lots of Nissans too, thanks to the ‘stra¬ 
tegic partnership’ between the two giant automakers. 

Bits that you can see that cost sharing has made more 
affordable are electronic features like a control centre letting 
you access everything from navigation (a TomTom system 
that is notably clear and easy to use) to phone, apps and 
radio. 

Posher Meganes have a bigger touchscreen that mimics 
a smartphone or tablet with pinch and zoom movements, 
although these are best managed on smoother roads. 

Depending on precise model you can use what Renault 
calls Multi-Sense technology to change, among other 
things, engine throttle response, steering weight, engine 
sound... even the hue of the interior lighting, perhaps opting 
for sporty red, eco green or comfort blue. 

The new Megane has already taken a top marks five star 
safety rating in the official Euro test and Renault offers a full 
suite of driver assists from adaptive cruise control, through 
lane departure warning to overspeed prevention that reads 
traffic signs via a camera and slows you down to the legal 
limit. You can switch this and many other systems off if 
you’re not in the mood. 

First out driven was the £20,400 Dynamique S Nav dCi 
110 diesel made a good initial impression, with much im¬ 
proved cabin quality over the old model and a cleanly min¬ 
imal feel to everything. Pulled well, too, and went quietly 
about the business of moving you about. 

It was a quiet place to spend a couple of hours, though, 
and a trip computer showing 53.5mpg at journey’s end 
promised an economical time for a longer term owner. 

Jumping into the reigning flagship, a £25,500 GT Nav 205 
EDC and tackling some demanding moorland roads (when 
the dozy sheep retreated far enough) produced more smiles 
than before, even if 27.3mpg was less cheering. 

Much more supportive front seats, a generally well be¬ 
haved automatic dual-clutch six-speed gearbox and healthy 
dose of power turned the fun dial from four to eight - Renault 
will surely produce a turn-to-eleven version in due course. 

The petrol engine stayed quiet and well mannered and 
the ride stayed the right side of too firm, with crisp steering 
- aided by the rear tyres doing some of the turning via a 
four-wheel steering system that felt over-eager to start with - 
making this fastest new Megane (so far) a fine introduction 
to the fresh faced range. 
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3 FANTASTIC CARS 
3 FANTASTIC OFFERS 

66 REG NEW CARS AT SUPERMARKET PRICES 

DON’T DELAY - GET YOUR NEW VAUXHALL TODAY! 


Specification includes 


Specification includes 


Specification includes 


VERY LIMITED NUMBERS PLEASE BE QUICK! INCLUUES £1000 MINIMUM PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE 

CARS MUST BE REGISTERED BY 30TH SEPTEIVIBER 2010. Pictures for illustration purposes only 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B633NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Garages 

High Street Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Street Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 7AY 
01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


VAUXHALL VIVA SE 1.0 5DR 


✓ Six airbags 

✓ Perimeter Alarm 

✓ Electric Front Windows & Mirrors 

✓ £20 RFL 

✓ 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seat 


VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 
1.4 (75PS) A/C 3DR 


✓ Bluetooth 

✓ Heated Windscreen 

✓ Heated Front Seats & Steering Wheel 

✓ Air Conditioning 

✓ LED Daytime Running Lights 

✓ £30 RFL 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ENERGY 
1.4 (100PS) 5DR 


✓ Bluetooth Connectivity 

✓ Air Conditioning 

✓ Electric Front & Rear Windows 

✓ LED Daytime Running Lights 

✓ Heated Front Seats & Steering Wheel 
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up to £5,261 on 
delivery mileage, 4 
unused Civics & CR-Vs 


MASSIVE ' 
SAVINGS ' 


# Civic 1.8 $E Plus Navi 5dr 

OUR PRICE £15,999 Metallic option £500 

• SAVE £4,546 


* Climate control dual auto (a/c) 

* Bluetooth® 

* City Brake Active System 

* 17" alloys 


• Cruise control 

• Front & rear parking sensors 

• Rear parking camera 

» Honda Connect with Garmin® sat-nav 


# CR-V 1.6 EX Auto Diesel 

OUR PRICE £29,999 Metallic option £500 

• SAVE £5,261 


* Climate control dual auto (a/c) 

* Bluetooth® 

> City Brake Active System 

• 18" alloys 

• Cruise control 

► Front & rear parking sensors 


* Rear parking camera 

* Leather upholstery 

» Panoramic glass roof 

* Privacy glass 

» Smart keyless entry & start 

* Honda Connect with Garmin® sat-nav 


All cars Pre-Reg 16 Plate with balance of manufacturer’s warranty. Offer availiable only while stocks last. 

These offers supersede any previous offers. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


# Civic 1.4 Sport 5dr 
OUR PRICE £14,999 

• SAVE £3,361 


* Climate control dual auto (a/c) 

• 17" sport alloys 

* Cruise control 

• Front 8c rear parking sensors 


> Rear parking camera 
* Privacy glass 

> Honda Connect with Bluetooth® 


BRINDLEY GARAGES GROUP 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
Cannock WS11 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 


Megane’s 
freshened 
up range 
pleasing 

By Ian Donaldson 


EVER heard of the Renault Talisman? Thought 
not; you’re only likely to see one if you ven¬ 
ture across the Channel or, perhaps cruise 
past the French embassy in London. 

For the Talisman, successor to the old Laguna, is not sold 
here. Too big for Britain, you see, where our larger cars need 
posher badges to sell. But the Talisman plays an important 
part in a car very much on sale here, and crucial to the con¬ 
tinuing better fortunes of Renault in the UK. 

Say hello to the new Renault Megane, a core vehicle in the 
French car maker’s sales ledger on our side of the Channel 
and now presented in its fourth generation for our delight. 

Bolder looking (much, and elegantly stylish too), the new 
Megane is longer and lower than before but, thankfully for 
our crowded streets, precisely the same modest width as 
before. The wheels, with up to a sporty 18ins alloy rim avail¬ 
able, are set further apart front and rear and across the body 
too, again helping the newcomer look energetically athletic. 

Night and day, you are helped to notice the new Megane 
with rows of permanently lit LEDs at front and rear, which the 
designers say helps make the car look wider (they always 
like that). They will also like an interior that cuts down on 
buttons to the extent that just about any adjustments outside 
cabin temperature are handled by taps on a touchscreen 
whose generous size dominates the centre of the dash and 
adds an expensive feel; not quite in Tesla territory but the 
Megane inhabits a much more affordable part of the market. 

Prices start at £16,600 and top out at £25,500 (for the 
moment) for a range that takes in four engines; a couple 
of diesels with 110 or 130 horsepower and a pair of petrol 
models, offering 130hp or - in the current range topper - a 
205 horsepower GT with auto gears and a bit of attitude. 

Later this year a Sport Tourer estate joins the five-door 
hatch and 2017 sees a low emissions hybrid diesel/electric 
version and a pure diesel with two turbos and a healthy 165 
horsepower. 

Platform 

Helping the new Megane feel grown up are front seats 
from the car mentioned at the top of this story - the car 
you’ve never heard of. In fact the Talisman donates much 
more than that to the common cause, including its engines 
and other oily bit you don’t see. 

Most important of all is the platform the car is built on. 
Again invisible to car buyers, this complicated piece of 
pressed, folded and welded metal costs billions to develop 
and sharing its start up investment makes everything more 
affordable. You will find it under most current and forthcom¬ 
ing Renault cars and lots of Nissans too, thanks to the ‘stra¬ 
tegic partnership’ between the two giant automakers. 

Bits that you can see that cost sharing has made more 
affordable are electronic features like a control centre letting 
you access everything from navigation (a TomTom system 
that is notably clear and easy to use) to phone, apps and 
radio. 

Posher Meganes have a bigger touchscreen that mimics 
a smartphone or tablet with pinch and zoom movements, 
although these are best managed on smoother roads. 

Depending on precise model you can use what Renault 
calls Multi-Sense technology to change, among other 
things, engine throttle response, steering weight, engine 
sound... even the hue of the interior lighting, perhaps opting 
for sporty red, eco green or comfort blue. 

The new Megane has already taken a top marks five star 
safety rating in the official Euro test and Renault offers a full 
suite of driver assists from adaptive cruise control, through 
lane departure warning to overspeed prevention that reads 
traffic signs via a camera and slows you down to the legal 
limit. You can switch this and many other systems off if 
you’re not in the mood. 

First out driven was the £20,400 Dynamique S Nav dCi 
110 diesel made a good initial impression, with much im¬ 
proved cabin quality over the old model and a cleanly min¬ 
imal feel to everything. Pulled well, too, and went quietly 
about the business of moving you about. 

It was a quiet place to spend a couple of hours, though, 
and a trip computer showing 53.5mpg at journey’s end 
promised an economical time for a longer term owner. 

Jumping into the reigning flagship, a £25,500 GT Nav 205 
EDC and tackling some demanding moorland roads (when 
the dozy sheep retreated far enough) produced more smiles 
than before, even if 27.3mpg was less cheering. 

Much more supportive front seats, a generally well be¬ 
haved automatic dual-clutch six-speed gearbox and healthy 
dose of power turned the fun dial from four to eight - Renault 
will surely produce a turn-to-eleven version in due course. 

The petrol engine stayed quiet and well mannered and 
the ride stayed the right side of too firm, with crisp steering 
- aided by the rear tyres doing some of the turning via a 
four-wheel steering system that felt over-eager to start with - 
making this fastest new Megane (so far) a fine introduction 
to the fresh faced range. 


















Members of TP Riley-Norton Canes Badminton Club with chairman Chris Finch, right 


Founding members Inez Edwards, Trevor Appleton and his wife Ros 



Linzi Kernick from Cannock,who has represented England 


Badminton aces still call 
the shots 40 years on 


FOUR decades and a number of different 
homes later, TP Riley-Norton Badminton 
Club is still going strong. 

Despite the popularity of the sport decreasing 
over the years, members of the club based at 
Erasmus Darwin Academy in Chasetown still 
get together every week, with five teams com¬ 
peting in the South Staffordshire Badminton 
League. 

Formed on May 4, 1976, the club is fresh from cel¬ 
ebrating its 40th anniversary and is far from done. 

Chris Finch has been a member since 1986 and 
chairman for the best part of a decade. Founder mem¬ 
bers Ros Appleton and her husband Trevor, Inez Ed¬ 
wards and Kevin Gittus are all still involved as well. 

“The competitive side of badminton, league bad¬ 
minton, has been declining for the last 10 to 15 
years,” said Finch. 

Started 

“It’s all over the country, but I think we’re the only 
club with five teams in the South Staffordshire Bad¬ 
minton League. 

“We have three mixed teams. All three mixed teams 
were in Division One last season and that’s the first 
time a club has had that many in the history of the 
league. 

“We have a men’s team who did well but finished 
second to Aston Villa, who are largely made up of 
Warwickshire county players. 

“The ladies finished second in their league but 
there were only three teams, so everybody played 
each other four times. 

“Next season, we are not sure whether there will 
be a ladies’ league but they will still be able to play 
in the mixed league and the men’s league as well if 
they wish.” 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“The competitive side of 
badminton, league badmin¬ 
ton, has been declining for 
the last 10 to 15 years.” 


Going back to the late 70s, the club started out as 
Furzebank Badminton Club as it was based at Fur- 
zebank Community School, now called Willenhall 
E-ACT Academy. 

To begin with, they had just one team in Division 
Seven of the South Staffordshire Badminton League 
but over time that number grew to 11, competing in 
both the SSBL and Stafford & District League, with 
some members also playing for other sides in the Cra- 
dley and Worcestershire leagues. 

On September 12,1990, the club moved to TP Riley 
Community School in Bloxwich and hence changed its 
name to TP Riley Badminton Club. 

After 14 fruitful years there, the club had to move 
again due to the school becoming Walsall Academy 
and set up temporarily at a host of venues including 
Bloxwich Leisure Centre. 

Ten years ago, they settled at Erasmus Darwin and 
in 2008 merged with Norton Canes Badminton Club 
to become TP Riley-Norton. 

Some of Norton’s longest-serving members such 
as Sue Benton, Paul Burton, Andy Reaney, Matt 
Brookes and Jonathan Hassall are still playing, with 
other members competing in the County and County 


Veterans leagues. While many have stayed loyal to 
the club, there has been a lot of effort to get more 
youngsters through the ranks but with limited suc¬ 
cess. 

“We have tried on quite a few occasions over the 
years to promote junior badminton,” said Finch. 

“We have done it time and time again but it never 
seems to generate the sorts of numbers you would 
think. 

“What surprises people, though, is that the stand¬ 
ard is very high. We get people aged around 25 to 
30 enquiring all of the time and we’ll ask ‘have you 
played before?’ 

“They will be like ‘I have played with my mates’ 
then they come along and realise the standard we 
have here. 

“We have got a few young guys who have been here 
for several months now and they’re coming on well 
and pushing towards being in the men’s team. 

Enjoy 

“We’d like more youngsters to come along through 
the summer. At our place we have four courts and 
through the summer there’s usually a couple free, so 
we’d like them to come down and give it a try.” 

Competing in the SSBL with TP Riley-Norton 
are Cannock, Wolverhampton-based sides Tiki and 
Novus, and Three Spires from Lichfield. 

Finch insists the members enjoy it as much as ever 
and there are plans in place to ensure the club keeps 
moving forward. 

“All the club members are friends, we are mates, 
we love our badminton and then going for a drink 
together afterwards,” he added. 

“I’m still playing, and I’m 69, but I can’t say I will 
personally be playing much longer. 

“We all love the sport, that’s why we are here still. 
There’s a magical feeling you get when you’re play¬ 
ing.” 



Chairman Chris Finch, aged 69 and Paul Burton, 60, who has been a member since the club’s inception TP Riley-Norton badminton player Jonathan Hassall 
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Honours are 
even in the 
derby match 

Stourbridge 2 Halesowen Town 2 

LUKE Benbow saved Glassboys from 
their early horror show in a frenetic 
Black Country barnstormer at A m - 
blecote on Monday night. 

Lee Chilton and Kyle Morrison put 
Halesowen two up inside five minutes 
but after Glassboys’ boss Gary Hackett 
sacrificed Joe Hull and switched to a flat 
back four on 23 minutes, the hosts dom¬ 
inated and were level by the 56th minute 
thanks to Benbow’s double. 

Shell-shocked Yeltz creaked for the 
rest of the match and had ‘keeper Dan 
Platt to thank for a share of the spoils. 

Chilton latched on to a loose ball in 
the box to ram under Matt Gould from 
close range with 62 seconds on the clock. 
Stunned Stour were two down when 
Chilton’s fierce corner was thumped 
home by Kyle Morrison at the far post. 

Kaiman Anderson looped agonisingly 
over for Halesowen, who had a credible 
penalty appeal waved away when Jordan 
Goddard’s stinging shot appeared to be 
handled in the box. 

The tide turned with Stourbridge re¬ 
ducing the deficit with a penalty. Aaron 
Griffiths was punished for a tangle with 
Darryl Westlake and Benbow rifled 
home. The hosts levelled 11 minutes 
after the restart when Benbow was re¬ 
leased after a quick throw to blast inside 
Platt’s left post from 20 yards. 

Stour went for the jugular with Chris 
Lait denied one-on-one by the feet of 
Platt. The Yeltz custodian then produced 
a flying one-handed stop from Green’s 
point-blank header and repeated his an¬ 
tics from Leon Broadhurst’s effort. 

Stourbridge have been handed a trip 
to Evo-Stik League Premier Division 
rivals Ilkeston, in the third qualifying 
round of the FA Cup, after a 2-1 win at 
Mickleover. Halesowen, who beat Belper 
1-0, face either fellow Evo-Stik Premier 
clubs Nantwich Town or Marine. 

It's seven trophies 
on the bounce for 
town's swimmers 

HALESOWEN Swimming Club trav¬ 
elled to Braunstone for the annual tro¬ 
phy gala on Saturday, defending the 
trophy and hoping to make it seven vic¬ 
tories in a row. 

After 10 events Halesowen were in 
front by three points with Braunstone 
A in second place but after 20 events 
Braunstone A had moved in front by 
two points and increased it to nine 
points after 30 races. But the Halesowen 
swimmers dug deep and won excellent 
individual races and the last four relay 
events to take the gala by five points. 

Individual event winners were Josh 
Bradley (4x1 individual medley), Adam 
Ryan (50m backstroke), Ryan Larkin 
(100m backstroke), Jamie Worton (50m 
butterfly), Niamh Larkin (100m back- 
stroke), Mark Lang (100m backstroke), 
Kate Morrice (100m freestyle), Jack 
Simpson (100m freestyle) and Amber 
Robbins (100m breastroke). The relay 
teams won 10 of the 16 relay events. 

Scores were Halesowen 275, Braun¬ 
stone A 270, Melton Mowbray 220, 
Hinckley 191, Coalville 170, Market 
Harborough 158, Braunstone B 116. 


Nuns prey on stunned Old Halesonians 


Old Halesonians 3 Nuneaton 44 

THE Wassell Grove side went into this game 
with great confidence following two league victo¬ 
ries but it was the visitors who dominated almost 
from the kick-off. 

Early pressure resulted in two converted tries 
within eight minutes. The Nuns’ scrummage was 
strong and the combination play with quick backs 
took Hales by surprise. Hales’ slack handling and 
penalties conceded gave Nuneaton a platform. 

Injured Hales prop Adam Wilson was replaced 
by Matt Young and Ben Barkley came in for wing 
Jay Reid. Barkley took the centre position with 


Andy Robinson and his brother Carl moving to 
the wing. Barkley took the game to Nuns but he 
alone could not turn the tide. 

Nuneaton had breached the Hales defence 
several times to lead by 19 points. A consolation 
penalty by Chris Hooper made the score 3-22 at 
half time. 

The second half saw Nuns pressuring Hales 
into mistakes. Ben Hughes sustained a knee 
injury and was replaced by Tom King, other in¬ 
juries to Adam Clayton and Sam Jones blunted 
the competitive edge for Hales as well-organised 
Nuns side tightened their grip on the game with 


Rugby 


more tries. 

Nuneaton scored six tries in a convincing vic¬ 
tory with the home team having no answer. 

Head coach Ben Hughes said: “Every player 
needs to take responsibility. We cannot explain 
how this happened given the preparation we have 
put in at training. We would like to apologise to 
our supporters.” 

Nuneaton Seconds beat their Old Hales coun¬ 
terparts 5-0 while Thirds won a closely-fought 
friendly with Bromsgrove Thirds 31-25. 


'WE'LL DO IT 
NEXT SEASON' 


England World Cup call up 



Stourbridge student Grace Smith joins the England squad in Jordan for the U17 girls’ World Cup 


HALESOWEN skipper Richard 
Brooker says the club will aim 
to go one better next season 
by winning promotion from Bir¬ 
mingham League Division Two 
- after missing out on the last 
day of the season. 

Brooker says a lack of runs have been 
their downfall all season and on a tense 
day they lost at Wombourne. 

Tamworth and Harborne finished above them, 
but Brooker insists they’ll be back to fight an¬ 
other day, next spring. 

He said: “We kept a close eye on the Tamworth 
encounter and although they proved deserved 
victors in their game we came up short with the 
bat against Wombourne, which ultimately has 
been our downfall this season. 

“We will now take some time to reflect on the 
summer and look to go that one step further next 
season. 

“We have had some outstanding moments this 
season with the Canterbury Cup win, the rise of 
some of younger players and just last week a full 
house at the training sessions even this late in 
the season. 

“However, we have to take a leaf out of the 
successes of the clubs above us and learn from 
them for next year.” 

Meanwhile, the second team pulled off a fine 
win after looking set for defeat. Chasing down 
Moseley’s 216-8 in 45 overs, the Halesowen team 
stumbled and stuttered their way to victory in a 
tense finale watched by a healthy crowd perched 
on the edge of their seats. 

Finding themselves 133-7 with some 20 overs 
remaining, relegation from Premier Two looked 
reality as news broke that both Kidderminster 
and West Bromwich Dartmouth had won their 
matches. But heroes emerged with Imran Aslam 
(31) following up his 3-33 with the ball and then 
cameos from Alex Bullingham (6no) and Adam 
Hawker (15no) saw the team over the line in the 
September gloom. 

The third team also won to retain their 
Worcester League status at Oldswinford, switch¬ 
ing places with Alveley, who were relegated. 


STOURBRIDGE football star Grace Smith has 
been named in the England squad for the un¬ 
der-17s World Cup. 

Aston Villa player Smith is studying A-levels 
at King Edward VI College, Stourbridge, and 
made her England debut last year. 

The Bridgnorth girl plays in defence or mid- 
field, was part of the young Lionesses squad 
that finished third in the European Champion¬ 
ships earlier this year, thus guaranteeing their 
place in the tournament. 

The World Cup will take place in Jordan 
from September 30 to October 21, featuring 


more than 30 matches. England have been 
drawn in Group C alongside Brazil, Nigeria 
and North Korea. England’s first group match 
is against North Korea at the King Abdullah II 
International Stadium in Amman on October 1. 

This is the first England women’s Under-17s 
side to qualify for the World Cup. The squad 
that competed in 2008 had been invited to the 
tournament and reached the semi-finals. 

Smith started two group games at the Euros 
- the 12-0 battering of Belarus, where she 
scored twice - and the 4-3 semi-final defeat to 
Germany. 


Heathens 
book place 
in play-offs 

RESILIENT Cradley booked their 
place in the end of season play-offs with 
an impressive 53-37 home win over 
high-flying Kent. 

Heathens wrapped up the points with 
a dominant end to a thrilling encounter. 

Ashley Morris got his night off to a 
winning start before a crucial early 5-1 
from the reserves gave Heathens the 
lead. Ben Basford was quick away from 
the tapes but a determined ride from 
Bradley Andrews saw him work his way 
from the back and blast around Kent’s 
Danno Verge on the run to the line. 

Ex-Heathens favourite Tom Perry, 
who was guesting for injured Luke Ches- 
sell, had an impressive first ride back in 
the red, green and white race jacket as 
he steamed underneath James Shanes 
into bend three on the second lap to net 
a share of the spoils. 

Following a Kent 4-2 in the fifth, the 
Heathens responded with one of their 
own with a ruthless ride from Morris to 
squeeze out Danny Ayres down the back 
straight to block the run of the visiting 
No. 5 to take the chequered flag. 

Three shared races followed before 
Cradley’s lead was reduced to two points 
with Jack Thomas picking up a third 
while Shanes ended Morris’ unbeaten 
run with a move around the outside 
away from gate four. 

A 4-2 from Perry and Bradley An¬ 
drews gave the Heathens confidence and 
they sealed the deal in style with three 
5-Is, two courtesy of Clegg and Morris, 
after making the most of winning the 
toss for gate positions at the start of the 
meeting. 

Local rivals Birmingham have picked 
Cradley in the semi-finals of the play¬ 
offs. The first leg will be held at Perry 
Barr on Wednesday, September 28 with 
the return at Monmore on Monday, Oc¬ 
tober 10. 

Strollers South team 
step up for trophy 

HARTSHILL Strollers will soon need a 
bigger trophy cabinet after winning yet 
another walking football tournament. 

The club’s South team lifted the cup 
at the second annual event organised by 
Dudley Council. 

The South team beat Birmingham 
WFC’s Blues team 1-0 in the final of 
the five-a-side tournament held at 
Mary Stevens Park, Stourbridge, Rob 
Dunning scoring. Birmingham WFC is 
the new name of Beechcroft. Hartshill 
North team reached the semis but were 
knocked out by their club mates in a pen¬ 
alty shoot-out. Strollers’ home is Sum- 
merhill School, Kingswinford. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Halesowen based Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 423 3883 / 0844 561 7244 Office / 07967 650567 


Starkey Electrical Ltd - Your local, energy efficient electrician 






Follow us on 





























